Downtown Empowered to Serve

A year of transition

In 1922, St. Paul’s laid the cornerstone of our
sanctuary, marking the transition from a
decaying frame building to the towering Gothic
architecture we know so well today.

And 100 years later, St. Paul’s is once again in
the midst of a major transition.

We’ve called our
new clergy
leader, Deacon-
in-Charge Dr.
Robin
Woodberry.
We’re emerging
from the
shutdowns that
came with
Covid, including
re-establishing
H.O.T. lunch and
our in-person

On July 1, Dr. Robin Woodberry
officially becomes St. Paul’s
deacon-in-charge.

We invite everyone to join us for
her first sermon July 3.

new members of the
St. Paul’s family,
including Fr.
Christopher Hofer and
Baylor Monroe Wade.

So, while 2022 does
not include the
massive physical
changes of a century
ago, it is another time
when St. Paul’s is
committing -- with
faith — to our church,
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Conversations. We’re working with the Girl
Scouts to set up a “Little Library” in honor of
Deb Shamlin, and we’re exploring other ways to
reach out to our neighbors and community.

We’ve mourned and celebrated the lives of those
who helped guide us in the past: Pete Taflan,
Barbara Nowlin, the Rev. Erwin Smuda, Nancy
Pelger and Scott Forbes. We’ve also welcomed

Welcome, Dr. Robin

It’s been less than six weeks since St. Paul’s
extended the call to Deacon Robin Woodberry
and she accepted. Her official start date is July
1. But she and St. Paul’s have already gotten
acquainted in a variety of ways.



About 20 of us traveled to Cleveland to
celebrate her ordination to the transitional
diaconate (as well as that of St. Paul’s own
Maureen Major) on May 28.

Robin has officiated Sunday worship with Fr.
Christopher Hofer and has been getting to know

Deacon Robin Woodberry and Fr. Chrrstopher Hofer will be
serving together through the fall.

the congregation at our coffee hours. She served
with Fr. Christopher at the baptism of Baylor
Wade on Pentecost Sunday and officiated the
inurnment of Scott Forbes.

Robin was suggested to St. Paul’s by the
Diocese of Ohio, and Vestry unanimously
approved the unanimous recommendation of the
Search Committee in mid-May.

ere our own Jon Coventry, Robin took the path

7 to the Episcopal
church and
priesthood later
in life. And like
Jon, she comes
to the church as
deacon-in-

v charge before

ordrnatron into service as priest-in-charge.

An ordained Baptist minister, Robin graduated
last year from the Anglican Studies program at
Church Divinity School of the Pacific in
Berkeley, Calif. She completed her field work at
Christ Church in Hudson, and here’s what one
of her many supporters at the church shared with

our Search
Committee
when they
visited the
service she
officiated on
May 8.

“Already a
highly
educated
theologian,
Robin is
motivated by

A love, service
to others, and a strong faith in God’s grace,
which are all themes | hear in her excellent
sermons and see in her interactions with our
parish and staff.”

Christ Church Rector Charlotte Collins Reed
praised Robin’s people, pastoral and preaching
skills and noted that she has facilitated Christ
Church’s discussions of race and has been
willing to share her own experiences “without
judgment and with humor and grace.” “Her love
of Jesus is obvious and her enthusiasm and

energy for ministry run deep,” Rector Reed
added.

Robin’s coming to St. Paul’s is the culmination
of more than five years of dedrcated Work by our
Search )
Committee.
Theirs would
have been hard
work in the best
of times, but it
was made so
much harder by
the challenges
that a worldwide
pandemic
presented for our church and every church.

Still, the committee headed by Barb Anderson
crafted the parish profile and captured the core
values of St. Paul’s — the values that ultimately



attracted Robin to us. And the committee — even
as some of its membership changed -- continued
to advocate passionately for the right fit for St.
Paul’s.

We thank all the members who have served
including the original committee of Barb
Anderson, Jon Coventry (who began his own
journey to the priesthood during this process),
Douglas Colmery, Marilyn Dickinson, Olivia
Johnson, Bill Kendrick, Dick Reinbold and Deb
Shamlin (whom we lost to leukemia in the early
days of the pandemic); and we thank those who
came on board in the final weeks to bring a
unanimous recommendation to Vestry: Karen
Merrin Swope, Demetrius Carrothers and Susan
Phillips.

Robin told Search Committee members that
after her first meeting with them, she went home
and prayed. And her prayer was a simple one:
That God would help the people of St. Paul’s
grow to love her as she loves St. Paul’s.

To that, we can only say, “Amen!”

Prayerfully,
The UVeatwy of GU. Paul's Episcepal Chuvuchy

A letter from
Deacon Robin

Greetings, St. Paul family,

Please allow me to introduce myself. | am Robin
Woodberry, and | am delighted to be coming to
join you in the ministry of this great church!

I am a life-long resident of Youngstown, Ohio.
The second born of five children to Robert and
Rev. Gena Thornton. | married Anthony, my
high school sweetheart, in 1985, and God has
blessed us with six children: LaKleesha,
Anthony, Shana, Jeremy, and Aaron. A son,

Jacob, is deceased. We have that extra special
grandparent love we get to share with five
grandchildren; Shanell, Will, Warren, Desiree’
and Xavier, and a granddog, Jada.

| was licensed and ordained in the Baptist
church serving for over 25 years in various
roles, including Church Administrator, Youth
and Children’s Pastor, and Assistant Pastor. But
in 2017, | felt the leading of God into a different
ministry direction which led me to the Episcopal
Church. I was confirmed and began my
discernment journey to the priesthood.

My passion for missions has afforded me many
opportunities to preach and teach internationally
in more than five different countries. Haiti is
where | have spent the most significant part of
my focus and continues to be a part of some
ongoing work.

I believe in being the “Church Without Walls.”
At the end of service, we are sent into the world
to love and serve the Lord. Our community
shouldn’t just know where our church building
is; it should know who we are because we are
engaged and build a relationship with them.

St. Paul’s has done a masterful job in being a
presence and making connections. | hope to
continue moving that gauge forward.

| am a 1983 graduate of Cardinal Mooney High
School, Youngstown. | went on to earn a
Diploma in Theology from the American Baptist
Theological Seminary, a Doctor of Ministry
degree from the Southern Bible Institute and
Seminary, and a Certificate of Anglican Studies
from the Church Divinity School of the Pacific.

| enjoy spending time with my family, golfing,
fishing, and line dancing. | am an avid sports
fan. My favorite teams are the Pittsburgh
Steelers, Ohio State Buckeyes, and any team
where LeBron James chooses to play!



In all sincerity, | love God and have been
praying that | would be in the place God has for
me. [ believe that place to be St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Canton. I look forward to
leading you, serving you, and working alongside
you to be God’s hands, feet, and heart on the
earth. To God be the glory!

Your Sister in Christ,
On. Rebin R. Weodbevuy

Welcoming our
youngest member

Pentecost Sunday included the baptism of
Baylor Monroe Wade, one of Carol and Ed
Sutek’s growing number of great-grandchildren.
(She’s the nearly year-old daughter of Haley
Miller and Samuel Wade.)

The congregation of St. Paul’s renewed their
own vows and pledged to help Baylor, her
parents and grandparents.

“Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water
and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon
your servant the forgiveness of sin and have
raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her,
O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to
will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to

love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all
your works. Amen.”

The service was followed by a Strawberry
Festival reception in the Guild Hall to welcome
both Baylor and Deacon Robin Woodberry.

And still to come in the afternoon was a cello
recital by students of Hannah Lintz, the oldest
daughter of Steve and Wendy Johnson.

Baylor and her parents Samuel Wade and Haley Miller



A Covid update

As we head into summer, the numbers continue
to show Stark County at low risk when it comes
to Covid. The St. Paul’s Vestry continues to
watch those numbers and is ready to adjust our
practices accordingly.
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The Web site, Covid Act Now, shows new cases
are averaging about 16 per 100,000 people in
Stark County, and after a slight uptick in May,
have leveled off again.

Risk levels are measured primarily by three
things: cases per 100,000 people, Covid hospital
admissions and the percentage of inpatient beds
occupied by Covid patience.

St. Paul’s is continuing its current practices,
including asking people to remain home if they
feel ill, sanitizing thoroughly and offering just
one kind of communion until Deacon Robin
authorizes a change. Masks remain optional;
we’ve removed the ribbons that blocked off
some pews and returned all materials (Book of
Common Prayer, Hymnal 1982 and Life Every
Voice and Sing) to the pews.

Meanwhile, we ask that everyone be vigilant and
continue to protect the health of the St. Paul’s
family.

Farewells

The ashes of three members of the
St. Paul’s family are resting in our
Columbarium following services
celebrating their lives, missions and

ministries this Spring.

The Rev. Dr. Erwin M. Smuda
Jan. 28, 1936-May 24, 2020

At the June 18th memorial service for the Rev.
Dr. Erwin M. Smuda, Bishop Mark
Hollingsworth remembered Fr. Erv as a good
shepherd, one who
served Episcopal and
Lutheran churches over
a half a century with
humility and without
pretention, someone
who was accessible,
patient, constant and
calm.

“Like The Good Shepherd, Erv knew his sheep
and his sheep knew him,” said Bishop
Hollingsworth. And the parishes to which he
was called “inevitably followed him to a
healthier place.” Fr. Erv served churches in his
native Minnesota and 3 { T
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in Ohio. And after
retiring from more
than 30 years of full-
time ministry, he took
on the role of interim
at 10 churches, easing
them through times of
transition. Among
them were three
Episcopal churches in
Stark County: St.
Paul’s, St. Mark’s and
St. Tim’s.




Fr. George Baum, now the rector of St. Tim’s,
likened Fr. Erv to John the Baptist, “preparing
the way and making the path straight.” Fr. Erv
brought “stability, stasis and essentially middle
ground” to the churches he served, and “I'm
forever grateful ... for his making the rough
roads smoother.”

Fr. Erv was serving as interim at St. Paul’s when
he was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s Disease,
Bishop Hollingsworh noted, robbing him of the
voice “to which so many turned for confidence
and stability.” He died two years later, in 2020,
at age 84.

Born the youngest of five in Minnesota, Fr. Erv
was a teacher, youth advisor and director of
education before earning his master’s of divinity
degree at Concordia Seminary. He served
Lutheran churches in Wyoming, Minn., and in
Middleburg Heights before coming to Canton as
senior pastor of Zion Lutheran Church. He
earned his doctor of ministry at the Lutheran
School of Theology in Chicago and became
president of the Canton Association of
Churches.

Erv’s survivors include his wife, Jan, son
Jonathan and daughter Rachael.

Assisting Bishop Hollingsworth in Saturday’s
service were both Episcopal and Lutheran
clergy, including retired Lutheran Bishop
Abraham Allende. Bishop Hollingsworth called
the gathering “two branches of the Jesus
movement ... the best of who we are as a
church.”

Fr. Erv’s ashes were inurned in the
Columbarium at St. Paul’s with this prayer:
“May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

E. Peter Taflan

Nov. 24, 1921 — Dec. 25, 2021

The sanctuary of St. Paul's filled with the
mournful sound of Taps today, May 15, as we
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said goodbye to the last member of our
congregation to have served in World War 11.
The inurnment service for Pete Taflan followed
our Holy Eucharist service and remains
available on our Facebook page.

Pete was the patriarch of St. Paul’s, devoting
himself to our church iR /)
over some seven 2 :
decades. He was
junior warden and
treasurer emeritus, a
member of the long-
range planning and
150th anniversary
committees. He served on the altar and as Mister
Fix-1t around the building, was often involved
with youth activities and rarely missed a social
or educational event at the church.

As importantly, his steady presence (seated with
wife, Lennie, in the back row each Sunday)
served as a reminder of the power of the church
to nourish, sooth, challenge and serve God. He
invited others to know St. Paul’s and its “sense



of peace ... as well as the architecture and
atmosphere, the Book of Common Prayer.”

A veteran of World War Il and the Korean War,
Pete retired from the military with the rank of
lieutenant colonel, and many at St. Paul’s still
affectionately called him “The Colonel.”

He and Lennie, who died in 2018, first came to
St. Paul’s in 1953. He became a sales executive
at Dyneer Corp; she was a nurse. And like many
young couples, they anchored their life to their
faith. St. Paul’s, he recalled a few years ago, was
“right in the middle of everything” with multiple
choirs, a basketball team (his personal favorite),
scout troops and plays. “We thrived in pretty
much every respect.”

Then, and in the decades to come, Pete did his
all to ensure St. Paul’s continued to thrive.

Pete died Christmas Day, a month after his
100th birthday, while visiting son Peter in North
Carolina. He is also survived by daughter,
Deborah Findlay. His cremains will rest in the
St. Paul’s Columbarium next to those of Lennie.

Scott Michael Forbes
Sept. 1, 1964 — May 16, 2022

Scott was one of the
seven children of Robert
Sr. and Sylvia Forbes
who filled the pews and
celebrated many of life’s
biggest moments at St.
Paul’s.

He graduated from Perry
High School and worked
in the food industry at a
management level. He moved to Owensboro,
KY, where he met and married the love of his
life, Betty (Jackson) Forbes. He managed the
Cracker Barrel in Owensboro for many years
and was valued by his employees.

He had a great sense of humor and a quick wit.
He was a kind and peaceful man.

Scott was
preceded in
| death by his
| parents, his
~ wife Betty,
/| his son Curtis

| and stepson
iy Drake. Heis
survived by
his siblings
and their
families:
Robert Jr.,
Steven, Rebecca, Sarah, Roberta and Sandra,
and his best friend Curt Griffin.

Keep the dates

On July 16, from 12-3 p.m., St. Paul’s and
its Courageous Conversation partners will
gather in-person for the first time in two
years for a summer cookout at Mt. Olive
Baptist Church. Join us for food, games and
fellowship.

The Hall of Fame Grand Parade kicks off at
8 a.m. Aug. 6 just south of St. Paul’s and
once again we’ll be offering donuts, dogs,
water and coffee. Proceeds support our
H.O.T. lunch program.

St. Paul’'s will be hosting a driver’s license
reinstatement clinic on Oct. 29 in our Guild
Hall.

And once again, we're a key partner in the
interdenominational, all-volunteer
Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown
distribution.

Registration is Oct. 15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
J Babe Stearn Center and St. Paul’s.
Registrations will also be at St. Paul’s on
Oct. 18, from 6 to 8 p.m. And pickup day will
be Nov. 20, 10a.m.-2 p.m.
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(Courageous Conversations on Race Relations)

Summer Cookout

at Mt. Olive Baptist Church
1403 13th Street SE, Canton, Ohio

12-3pm July 16th

Food provided, side dishes
and desserts welcomed!

Open to all CCORR participants, members of the Saint Paul's
Episcopal Church, Mt. Olive Baptist Church, and StarkFresh




News from the
Diocese of Ohio

A letter from Bishop Hollingsworth
on the killings at an Alabama
Episcopal Church

Dear colleagues and friends,

As the tragic consequences of gun violence
continue to plague our country, we add to our
prayers the people of St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Vestavia Hills, Alabama, and the
Diocese of Alabama. We commend to Almighty
God the souls of the two victims who have died,
and to Jesus’s healing care the one injured and
all those who grieve.

As well, may we commit ourselves ever more
fully to advocating for effective gun safety
legislation and reducing the culture of violence
that continues to put God’s beloved at risk.
While we hear throughout holy scripture the
encouragement that we not be afraid, we pray
that our fear may be replaced with the courage
to act boldly.

Please consider joining with fellow
communicants of the Diocese who are
participating in the three Zoom conversations
about gun violence. The second conversation
will be held on Wednesday,June 22 at 7:00
p.m. and will focus on what to do in our local
congregations. This conversation will include
participants from across Province V. The third
conversation will be on Wednesday, June 29 at
7:00 p.m.and will focus on what can be done in
support of community and political initiatives.
More information is available. While this event
is free, registration is required.

As well, | encourage every congregation to offer
a book study of our colleague the Rev. Rosalind
Hughes’s excellent book, Whom Shall | Fear?

Urgent Questions for Christians in an Age of
Violence. | reiterate my offer to reimburse any
congregation for the cost of the books.

May the Holy Spirit empower us to act with
increasing confidence in God during this season
after Pentecost.

Gratefully,

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
Bishop of Ohio

Do something
about gun violence

The Diocese of Ohio is hosting three 60-minute
Zoom conversations about how you can actively
respond to the epidemic of gun violence in our
country.

The first conversation was on Wednesday, June
8, and offered the opportunity to discuss what
we can do in our close personal lives, within
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WnvZMhtC_6OF4H1nOEWVVZ8Gc4mlSSFP26JBk3st_FKLNMPl02uwNnqMnGv3mQLvUPvnIBBHUQc8oqhOy2nWBfpsa6P2DOJ9x-TOlgoTwU3IKNtt2mZ95byECvUX0AkvljJ6FbHGXRO0sDj7_0NRYJ1dECX09Xsq5tCO_CcmfUi5nz_79nVtcDzsmkLInjKzlBmaysSoLqMx5caBYPuorpO2USze3Sc_2h4vfAIvmPltyBNUFoLCZaR06eV2AO--A5dlaGjG8T0WIG6nFxX9OGlPunYSLNEe6mvHX_83fNjO58_dP0jqlbJ386L0cgpYyg2kFyrGloRlM50ktqrNJxEgFF0g5r-kQOnIddNFbDJ5AwI3z0dbAsMtntAMCQN4pNww0sz0exrENmEp8uyYQ6PWUg4CbcnIMyvR1kB1erN0LQwLmBFNs_S8ovJ-rqVPUE85C4IRb9sCUHqJvFr8_4-r4T80pWbK7vgMMAtaRrUoMS6wt1JO4zH1QdRPPYWjH7iM1TrcVvQqa5MvGIwGLbjjyLHvSQAN0qFv2nOEMkXFH5KYiUXGypneTWhlt0R_ErbYZekr-ms-0AXI2gguK8AslythBq1uWGwJ3dDUAN0=&c=ztFkrqqG2uu9lKNU_VlWYg7RO-uwTxEv7fGF0Gq44mAt7Pv0dx_Shg==&ch=0Yh_K5eM2BySAai9_UsM3DfnnN27tshyL6wE6MsLjcmOPUYNxdZDYA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WnvZMhtC_6OF4H1nOEWVVZ8Gc4mlSSFP26JBk3st_FKLNMPl02uwNnqMnGv3mQLvUPvnIBBHUQc8oqhOy2nWBfpsa6P2DOJ9x-TOlgoTwU3IKNtt2mZ95byECvUX0AkvljJ6FbHGXRO0sDj7_0NRYJ1dECX09Xsq5tCO_CcmfUi5nz_79nVtcDzsmkLInjKzlBmaysSoLqMx5caBYPuorpO2USze3Sc_2h4vfAIvmPltyBNUFoLCZaR06eV2AO--A5dlaGjG8T0WIG6nFxX9OGlPunYSLNEe6mvHX_83fNjO58_dP0jqlbJ386L0cgpYyg2kFyrGloRlM50ktqrNJxEgFF0g5r-kQOnIddNFbDJ5AwI3z0dbAsMtntAMCQN4pNww0sz0exrENmEp8uyYQ6PWUg4CbcnIMyvR1kB1erN0LQwLmBFNs_S8ovJ-rqVPUE85C4IRb9sCUHqJvFr8_4-r4T80pWbK7vgMMAtaRrUoMS6wt1JO4zH1QdRPPYWjH7iM1TrcVvQqa5MvGIwGLbjjyLHvSQAN0qFv2nOEMkXFH5KYiUXGypneTWhlt0R_ErbYZekr-ms-0AXI2gguK8AslythBq1uWGwJ3dDUAN0=&c=ztFkrqqG2uu9lKNU_VlWYg7RO-uwTxEv7fGF0Gq44mAt7Pv0dx_Shg==&ch=0Yh_K5eM2BySAai9_UsM3DfnnN27tshyL6wE6MsLjcmOPUYNxdZDYA==

ourselves, as well as our interactions with
families, friends, neighbors, and coworkers.

The second conversation on Wednesday, June
22, focused on what to do in our local
congregations. This conversation included
participants from across Province V.

The third conversation will be on Wednesday,
June 29 at 7 p.m. and will focus on what can be
done in support of community and political
initiatives. While this event is free, registration
IS required.

Go to our Web site, stpaulscanton.org, for more
information and to register.

The search for the
new Bishop of
Ohio

(Update as of May 6, 2022)

The Bishop Search Committee completed

its initial review of candidates and is now busy
conducting first-round interviews. We are
grateful to have a strong group of candidates
from a broad spectrum of churches and
backgrounds.

We are also grateful for the many members of
our diocese who participated in our listening
sessions or who provided feedback in other
ways: your feedback has been invaluable as we
formulated interview questions and are

now meeting with candidates.

The first round of interviews will conclude later
this month, after which the Bishop Search
Committee will invite the top candidates to meet
with us in person for extended interviews during
a multi-day retreat in early August. Following
the retreat, the Bishop Search Committee will

submit several finalists to be considered at the
diocesan convention in the fall, where
representatives from all areas of our diocese will
vote to choose our next bishop.

The Bishop Search Committee is working
together weekly and often daily to ensure that
each stage of the review process is conducted
thoughtfully and effectively. It is an honor and
privilege to serve our diocese in this role; it is
also a tremendous responsibility. We are
grateful for your prayerful support.

One easy way to contribute
financially to St. Paul’s, is on-line
through the Diocese of Ohio Web
site, https://www.dohio.org/donate

H.O.T. LUNCH NEEDS YOU!
St. Paul’s oldest on-going ministry
has resumed hosting a hot lunch
with our Canton neighbors the third
Saturday of each month. Our dessert
has earned us the reputation as “The
Ice Cream Church,” but of course
the menu is more extensive than
that.

To donate your time and/or treasure,
please contact Carol Sutek at
carolsrn@aol.
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More photos from David Rotthoff from
the May 28 ordination
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Members of St. Paul's celebrated the ordination of our new Deacon-in-Charge Robin Woodberry (top center), as well as the ordination of
Maureen Major (first row center) who, like Jon Coventry to her left, began the journey toward the priesthood at St. Paul's.
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Bishop Mark Hollingsworth Jr. welcomed five new deacons on May
28: Leah Romanelli DeJesus, Robin Woodberry, Maureen (Wood)
Major, Albert J. Muller and Lonnie J. Gatlin.
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Robin signs the commitments she’s made as a deacon,
including a pledge that “At all times, your life and
teaching are to show Christ’s people that in serving the
helpless, they are serving Christ himself.”
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church
425 Cleveland Avenue

S.W. Canton, OH 44702

https://www.stpaulscanton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton

Dr. Robin Woodberry, Deacon-in-charge

The Rev. Christopher Hofer, Supply

Priest

Organist/Choirmaster: Edward T. Grimes
Staff: Peggy Neidig, office manager; Paul
Schmucker, sexton

Vestry: M.L. Schultze, Carol Sutek; Cara
Warren; Douglas Colmery; David Lewis, Dr.
Richard Oloya, Stephen Johnson, Valerie Frear,
Demetrius Carrothers

Newsletter: M.L. Schulte, Rick Senften, David
Rotthoff

Parish Musician Emeritus: William Kendrick

JUNE 2022
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