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Fr. Phil: The 

dictionary 

definition and 

much more 

 

In his final service at St. Paul’s, Fr. Phil 

reiterated his call for strength in mission and the 

fight for justice -- and thanked the people of St. 

Paul’s for our four years together. 
 

In the luncheon that followed, the people of St. 

Paul’s and other friends of the parish thanked Fr. 

Phil for going far beyond the dictionary 

definition of a supply priest. 
 

Barb Anderson said Fr. Phil’s presence 

energized a range of efforts, from spiritual 

development to rejuvenating parish 

organizations such as the Lazarus Society; from 

helping to lead the antiracist work of 

Courageous Conversations to supporting Altar 

Guild in a way she hasn’t seen over her nearly 

four decades helping to lead that mission. 
 

Sadly, she noted “too many of us learned of Fr. 

Phil’s pastoral gifts” as well, as he supported 

parishioners through the loss of loved ones. 

Even in the worst days of Covid, she said, “Fr. 

Phil has done far, far more than fill the pulpit on 

Sunday mornings” -- though he did a good job 

of that as well. 

 

 

“May the road leading you away from St. Paul’s 

be paved with blessings,” Barb said, “… as you 

have blessed us.” 

David Lewis, the Vestry member who worked 

most closely with Fr. Phil over his three years as 

senior warden, thanked him for his guidance and 

presented him with a new Webster’s dictionary 

– making it clear the parish was listening to the 

homework assignments Fr. Phil often worked 

into his sermons. 

In his response, Fr. Phil said it was an honor to 

have served on the leadership team of St. Paul’s 

and marveled at the organic and spiritual growth 

of Courageous Conversations. He credited the 

late Deb Shamlin as “the midwife and instigator 

in a positive way,” enlisting St. Paul’s in the 

fight against the corrosion of racism. He thanked 

our partners, Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist 

Church and StarkFresh, and urged the parish to 

continue “fervently praying for the Holy Spirit” 

to guide the effort. 

As he turned to Mt. Olive Pastor Eric Howard, 

he thanked “a treasured friend and colleague.” 

In the final prayer, Pastor Howard thanked God 

“for the witness of Fr. Phil” and asked God to 

“Bless and Keep us all now, as only you can.” 

Page 2: 

 An update on our 

search for our priest 



2 

 

The Search 
Continues 
 

St. Paul's offers a fervent thank you to the 

Search Committee that formed four years ago to 

find our next rector. 
 

The search has extended well beyond what 

anybody could have anticipated -- including 

through the darkest days of Covid -- and the 

charge to the committee has had to be adapted 

several times. While it has not yet born fruit, 

that was never for lack of devotion, hope and 

love the committee members have shown for St. 

Paul's. 
 

Several of those dedicated members -- 

Chairperson Barbara Anderson, Clerk Olivia 

Johnson and member Richard Reinbold -- 

resigned from the committee last month. 

The search for St. Paul's priest-in-charge is 

continuing with a re-formed committee blending 

current and new members. Joining Bill 

Kendrick, Douglas Colmery and Marilyn 

Dickinson are new members Karen Merrin 

Swope, Susan Phillips and Demetrius 

Carrothers. 
 

The committee's next meeting is Sunday 

following services. 
 

For all of those who have served St. Paul's so 

well for so long, we thank you and hope all our 

prayers sustain you as your prayers and hard 

work have sustained us. 

 

Welcome Fr. 
Christopher+ 

 
Fr. Christopher Hofer+ will be joining St. Paul’s 

as our supply priest beginning May 8, when 

he’ll celebrate Holy Eucharist Rite 2. 
 

Fr. Christopher lives in Cuyahoga Falls and 

knows Canton well. He went to school at 

Canton South before earning his bachelor’s 

degree at Walsh University and master’s from 

Kent State. He was then awarded his master’s of 

divinity from The General Theological 

Seminary. 

 

His ministry has included Episcopal West Side 

Shared Ministry and serving as rector of The 

Church of St. Jude in New York. And he has 

already stepped up at St. Paul’s, officiating this 

Friday at the funeral of long-time member 

Nancy Pelger. 
 

Please welcome Fr. Christopher+ to the St. 

Paul’s family! 

 

More modifications 
to Covid protocols 

 

At its April 25 meeting, Vestry made three 

major changes to our Covid protocols: 

▪ Removing the ribbons blocking off pews 

▪ Expanding the number of servers in the 

Chancel 

▪ Endorsing the reintroduction of the 

second kind of communion (the blood). 

The celebrant will guide us on how this 

will be done. 

Stark County’s Covid cases dropped to a seven-

day average of 17 this week, compared to the 

high in January of 741. While we are happy with 

the news, we also will remain vigilant and will 

continue monitoring the community Covid 



3 

 

numbers and adjusting our protocols 

accordingly.  
 

To quote Dr. Ashish K. Jha, the dean of Brown 

University's School of Public Health and new 

White House Covid-19 response coordinator: "... 

Think of this like the weather. When it is 

bucketing rain -- umbrella, rain coat, boots, are 

all essential. When the storm turns into a drizzle, 

those become less critical." 
 

Here are our protocols, effective April 25, 
2022 
Overall guidance: Any person who is feeling ill, 

i.e. sneezing, coughing, body aches, fever or 

other symptoms of Covid, please do not attend 

services or other activities in St. Paul’s. We care 

about your health and that of the entire 

congregation. 

 

Masks: Per CDC guidelines, masks are optional 

inside all parts of St. Paul’s. Vestry will 

continue to monitor the weekly community 

positivity rate and will revisit the masking 

policy if the level reaches 5 percent.  

Choir-specific masking policies: Choir members 

will have the option to be unmasked per CDC 

recommendations, but the music director will 

monitor weekly Covid statistics; if the positivity 

rate jumps above 5 percent, he will re-institute a 

masking policy. Outbreaks of other illnesses will 

also be considered grounds to reinstitute 

masking; cold and flu numbers are expected to 

soar as people begin to unmask. 

 

Congregational social distancing: Congregants 

are asked to space themselves safely. 

 

Pew materials: The Book of Common Prayer, 

Hymnal, Lift Every Voice and Sing and pew 

cards are returned to the pews. 

 

Sanitizing: The sexton will continue all 

sanitizing protocols, including those of the 

communal spaces of the church before each 

service. The use of Microban has been 

discontinued. 

 

Contact tracing will continue for each activity 

within St. Paul’s. Temperature taking will be 

discontinued. 

 

Communion: St. Paul's will continue to offer the  

body (consecrated bread), and Vestry endorses 

the reintroduction of the second kind of 

communion, the blood (consecrated wine), in 

consultation with the celebrant. 

 

Coffee hour and other social events will 

continue in the Guild Hall with appropriate 

social distancing. Masks are optional. Windows 

will be open whenever weather permits. 

 
The legacy of 
Heritage House 
lives on 
By David Lewis and M.L. Schultze 

 

Once again, St. Paul’s is helping to combat the 

housing crisis – this year through four projects 

funded by the Heritage House Legacy Fund. 

 

For more than five decades, St. Paul’s was 

among the eight downtown churches that 

oversaw Heritage House, a moderate-income 

apartment building a few blocks north of our 

church. Some of the other churches changed 

mission or location over the years, or merged 

with other churches. And in 2019, the board 

decided to sell Heritage House. 

1Heritage House, is just northwest of  

St. Paul's. Courtesy of Google maps 
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That’s when three of the partner churches – St. 

Paul’s, Christ Presbyterian and St. Stephen’s 

Lutheran -- decided to pool their proceeds from 

the sale and set up a legacy fund to combat 

homelessness and substandard housing in 

Canton. 
 

The return from the sale for all three churches 

was approximately $600,000, which was 

invested with the Stark Community Foundation. 

Each year, it provides approximately $30,000 in 

interest to benefit organizations or projects. 
 

 This year we had approximately $35,000 to 

apportion. We asked for requests for proposals 

from six organizations and received four 

applications. 

   

 The four organizations that did submit 

applications were: 

 

▪ Habitat for Humanity for $10,000 

▪ Refuge of Hope for $10,000 

▪ YWCA for $10,000 

▪ Community Building Partnership for 

$6,325 

Habitat for Humanity is a program St. Paul’s has 

supported in the past and has been hugely 

successful in building homes inexpensively for 

disadvantaged families and enriching 

disadvantaged neighborhoods. 

 

Refuge of Hope has been a Godsend for 

homeless men to find a place to sleep for the 

night, at least. Their proposal is for $10,000 to 

help transition at least 100 men this next year 

from homelessness to independence. 

 

We discussed these four applications and 

realized that all four had merit. However, the 

amount requested was slightly more than we had 

available. 
 

We agreed on the full amount of $10,000 each 

for Habitat for Humanity and Refuge of Hope. 

Regarding the other two proposals:  

 

The YWCA request is to help its rapid rehousing 

program by incentivizing landlords to work with 

programs and people looking for housing in a 

tight market. The incentives may help with 

everything from late rent payment fees to 

ensuring a pool of rentals is available. There was 

a hesitancy to fully fund this request as most of 

the money would go to the landlord rather than 

the renter. But the program may help bridge a 

gap and lessen the amount of time someone 

remains homeless. 

 

So we decided to award half the amount, $5,000 

now, and get a semi-annual evaluation of the 

program before awarding the other $5,000. 

We also approved $5,000 of the request by 

Community Building Partnership to help the 

downpayment assistance program provide 

financial education and “Welcome Home Kits” 

of tools and other items for new homeowners. 

 

 

H.O.T. LUNCH NEEDS 

YOU! 

St. Paul’s oldest on-going 

ministry has resumed hosting 

a hot lunch with our Canton 

neighbors the third Saturday 

of each month. Our dessert has 

earned us the reputation as 

“The Ice Cream Church,” but 

of course the menu is more 

extensive than that. 

 

To donate your time and/or 

treasure, please contact Carol 

Sutek at carolsrn@aol. 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Holy Week at St. Paul’s was somber, penitent and joyous, with a tapestry of services that culminated 

with the Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. 
  

Thanks to Fr. Phil for the labor of love that included 

the Triduum, one service over the three days of 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter 

Vigil. And thanks to Peggy Neidig for laboring along 

side him. 
 

Thanks to Barb Anderson and the Altar Guild for 

filling the Chancel with Easter lilies blooming at just 

the right moment and to Edward Grimes and the 

choir for filling it with both somber and joyous 

sounds.  

 

Thanks to all who served throughout the week. And 

thanks to all who joined us in person and online. 
 

Here are some of the images captured throughout the week by David Rotthoff, Fr. Phil and others. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2Fr. Phil and Karl Roshong lighting the flame and carrying the 

paschal candle at the beginning of Easter Vigil 

Fr. Phil sets the flame, which marked the start of the Easter 

Vigil. The service culminated the Triduum 
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These photos 

were taken on 

Saturday, at the 

Great Vigil and 

at the Feast of 

the Resurrection 

of our Lord.
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Training the anti-
racism trainer 

 
The (Diocese) Commission for Racial Justice is 

seeking new people to bolster our ranks of those 

leading the two day Seeing the Face of God in 

Each Other Anti-Racism training. We are 

holding a Train- the-Trainer session at 

Bellwether Farm on May 20 and May 21 (Friday 

and Saturday). Your expenses for the training 

will be covered and trainers are paid to lead the 

training. 

  

If you are interested, here’s a link to the 

application form to be completed by May 6: 

https://form.jotform.com/220525748576161 

  

 

‘Driving While 
Black’ – when the 
road meant 
mobility and 
mobility meant 
freedom 

 

Gretchen Sorin, the historian and author 

of  “Driving While Black,” joined the St. 

Paul’s Social Justice Book Group, its 

partners and the wider community in a 

virtual appearance at the McKinley 

Presidential Library Thursday night. The 

session was too late to make our 

publication deadline, but we’re sharing 

here some more information about the 

book and the PBS documentary that grew 

from it. You can view the film through the 

following link: 

https://www.pbs.org/video/driving-while-

black-race-space-and-mobility-in-

america-achvfr/ 

 

“Driving While Black” examines how the car 

transformed African-American life and in doing 

so, says MIT history Professor Craig Steven 

wilder, “puts African-American history in 

motion.”  

 

Or, as writer Herb Boyd says in the film, it 

“entails so much more than the simply driving 

while Black. It's living while Black. It's sleeping 

while Black. It’s eating while Black. It’s moving 

while Black. So, when we start talking about the 

restrictions placed on Black movement in this 

country, that's a long history. That goes all the 

way back to day one.” 

 

Sorin told PBS she recognizes that the car has a 

universal appeal in America. 

 

“I think this story resonates tremendously with 

Americans, both Black and white, because 

everyone understands and remembers driving or 

riding in an automobile, and many people have 

the experience of going on an annual family 

vacation. 

https://form.jotform.com/220525748576161
https://www.pbs.org/video/driving-while-black-race-space-and-mobility-in-america-achvfr/
https://www.pbs.org/video/driving-while-black-race-space-and-mobility-in-america-achvfr/
https://www.pbs.org/video/driving-while-black-race-space-and-mobility-in-america-achvfr/
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“But while these vacations may be fairly 

universal American experiences, Black and 

white travelers went down parallel roads, and 

the experience for Black drivers on the road is 

something unknown to most white Americans.  

“For African Americans, travel by automobile 

during the 20th century posed a paradox: 

although cars freed them from the tyranny of the 

Jim Crow bus or train, they faced intimidation 

and even violence when they ventured out on the 

road.” 

The centerpiece of Sorin’s story is Victor and 

Alma Green's "Green Book," which began 

helping Black families navigate their vacations 

in segregated America in 1936. Ultimately, says 

MIT history Professor Craig Steven Wilder, the 

story is an uplifting one. 

"Gretchen Sorin takes us on a powerful 

intellectual and emotional journey that reaches 

from side streets to interstates and reveals how 

black families and communities embraced 

technology to claim their rights and control their 

destinies." 

 

The art that 
witnesses war 

 

The Canton Museum of Art has opened the 

exhibition “Witness to Wartime: The Painted 

Diary of Takuichi Fujii.” 

 Fujii was 50 when the U.S. entered World War 

II, and he was one of 100,000 Japanese 

Americans forced into incarceration camps 

during World War II. There, he kept a diary with 

hundreds of ink illustrations and then created 

more than 130 watercolors. As part of the 

exhibition, Karen Jiobu will share her personal 

story of being an internee Sunday afternoon at 2 

at the Cable Recital Hall at the Cultural Center.  

 

 

Remembering 
‘The Jelly Lady’ 

 

Nancy Pelger, Dec. 18, 1944-April 

23, 2022 
 

Funeral services for Nancy Pelger, who with her 

husband, Gary, was a long-time and active 

member of St. Paul’s, will be at the church on 

April 29. Fr. Christopher Hofer will officiate. 

 

Nancy died Saturday at age 77. She was born in 

Canton to the late Ervin and Ruth Bower and 

she and Gary were married for 55 years. She had 

worked at Ohio Power and St. Stephen's 

Lutheran Church before retiring after 23 years at 

Nelson Industrial Supply. 

 

Her gifts ranged from gardening to sewing to 

automobiles, and she and Gary were active 

members of the Massillon Area Car Club. But 

it’s her cooking that really stood out. Preparing 

You can support our 
Courageous Conversation’s 
partner, StarkFresh, all year 

round by shopping at its 
nonprofit grocery store at 321 

Cherry Ave. NE. 
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holiday meals and homemade jellies were her 

specialties. And her recipes are featured in the 

cookbooks St. Paul’s has published over the 

years. 

 

(In her honor, we’ve included a couple of them 

below). 

 

She is survived by Gary; daughter, Jennifer 

(Ryan) Jennings; granddaughter, Lillian 

Jennings; brother, John (Carol) Bower; and 

sister-in-law, Melinda (Mark) Changet. 

 

Calling hours are at St. Paul’s beginning at 10 

a.m., to be followed by the service at 11. The 

family is asking that memorial contributions be 

made to the Stark County Humane Society. 

 

Here are are two of Nancy’s recipes 

from St. Paul’s cookbooks: 
 

VELMA’S BARBECUED MEATBALLS 
 
Meatballs: 
3 lbs. ground beef 
1 12-oz can evaporated milk 
1 c. oatmeal 
1 c. cracker crumbs 
2 eggs 
½ c. chopped onion 
½ tsp. garlic powder 
2 tsp. chili powder 
 
Sauce: 
2 c. catsup 
1 c. brown sugar 

½ tsp. garlic powder 
¼ c. chopped onion 
½ tsp. liquid smoke (optional) 
 
To make meatballs, combine all ingredients 
(mixture will be soft) and shape into walnut- 
size balls. Place meatballs in a single-layer 
on wax paper lined cookie sheets. Freeze 
until solid. Store frozen in freezer bags until 
ready to cook. To make sauce, combine all 
ingredients and stir in sugar until it is 
dissolved. Place frozen meatballs in 
13X9X2 inch baking pan. Pour on the 
sauce. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 
Yields 80. 
 
RUTH’S HOT SANDWICHES 
 
½ c. butter 
3 Tbsp. mustard 
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
1Tbsp poppy seeds 
1 small grated onion 
 
Spread mixture on buns. Fill with chipped 
ham and grated Swiss cheese. Wrap in foil 
and bake at 275 degrees for 20 minutes. 
 

. 

Updating the 
Diocese’s search 
for a bishop 
 

The following update on the search 

for a new bishop for the Diocese of 

Ohio was posted on March 23, 2022 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 

On behalf of the Bishop Search Committee, I 

write to update you on the progress of our work. 
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We are happy to report that more candidates 

responded to our position profile than we had 

expected based on similar searches in other 

dioceses. Candidates specifically cited the 

position profile as having helped inspire them to 

respond to our call. We feel blessed to have a 

strong group of candidates! 

 

Based on the feedback we gleaned from nearly 

two dozen listening sessions with members of 

our diocese, we are assessing the candidates’ 

application materials and preparing questions for 

the two rounds of interviews we will conduct 

before we recommend a group of finalists for 

your consideration. Representatives from every 

parish will ultimately choose our next bishop at 

the diocesan convention next autumn. We hope 

you will please consider representing your 

parish at that important gathering. 

 

We are grateful to those of you who participated 

in our listening sessions or shared your thoughts 

and questions with us individually. One of the 

concerns we heard focused on the search process 

itself: some had hoped the listening sessions 

would be held before the position profile was 

posted. We understand this concern; there are 

advantages and disadvantages to the process we 

followed. One of the advantages was that 

posting the profile sooner afforded more time to 

recruit candidates and assess them, which bore 

fruit in this case. Even so, a disadvantage is that 

some members of the diocese initially felt less 

included in the search. 

 

Please know that we are working hard to make 

sure your priorities for the next bishop are 

incorporated fully in this search process. The 

position profile was not the final word on our 

next bishop – far from it – but was merely a call 

to those who might be interested. The profile 

gave some initial shape to the applications, but 

as the process unfolds, we continue to adjust that 

shape in response to your input, getting more 

fine-tuned at every stage. 

 

The listening sessions have already informed the 

application materials: questions drawn from 

your ideas were used as the basis for short 

essays from each candidate. Those questions 

elicited important feedback from our candidates 

about key challenges for our diocese, including 

racial justice and the need to find creative ways 

to support and include smaller parishes outside 

of our more densely populated metro areas—

especially parishes that are struggling. Looking 

ahead, your feedback continues to serve as one 

of our most important guides as we prepare for 

two upcoming rounds of interviews. We will be 

asking the candidates about many topics you’ve 

raised with us, including the importance of 

deacons, the bishop’s role as pastor to clergy, 

and the development of Bellwether Farm as an 

asset for all. 

 

We have a lot of work to do before we’ll be 

ready to recommend to you a group of finalists 

for your consideration. Throughout this process, 

we appreciate your support, encouragement, and 

participation! 

 

Halley Marsh, Chair 

 

 

Here is the prayer and profile the Diocese 
has posted for the search 
 
Loving Creator, you call us together and 
you send us forth to be your witnesses in all 
places. We ask you now to lead us, 
accompany us, and direct us as we seek 
that person who is to be our next Bishop. 
Grant us perception, faithfulness and joy 
that we may hear your still small voice. And 
then, give us the courage to follow as you 
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lead us along the way.  In the name of 
Christ Jesus who is the shepherd and 
bishop of our souls.  Amen. 
 
Profile: 
As our diocese embarks on the search for 
our 12th Bishop, we are looking for 
someone to lead us in our third century of 
engaging the mission of God, who calls us 
always into what is yet to be. We hope the 
profile will inspire you to assist our search 
for the 12th Bishop, either by considering 
whether you might be a candidate for our 
mutual discernment or encouraging 
someone to consider submitting an 
application. 
 
Thank you for being a companion in this 
important endeavor through your 
participation and prayers.  
  
Diocese of Ohio Bicentennial Prayer Book:  
Published in 2017, these parish prayer 
offerings offer to God with a common voice 
the needs and aspirations of the church in 
the Diocese of Ohio. 
 
The Bicentennial Prayer of the Diocese of 
Ohio: 
O God, who offers us each morning a new 
beginning and in every moment the 
possibility of new and faithful life, we look to 
you with confident hope as we begin a new 
century as the Diocese of Ohio. We give 
thanks for our forebears, those 
courageously faithful women and men who, 
200 years ago, established here the witness 
of the Episcopal Church as the first diocese 
organized beyond the thirteen colonies. 
  
We pray that we might share both their 
humility and their fidelity as we approach 
the challenges of our own day, relying, as 
they did, not on ourselves but on the power 
of your spirit of holiness. Grant, most 
gracious God, that we might embrace, with 

their courage, the future that you dream for 
us, to the end that we may more fully 
become 
the very body of Christ, our Savior and 
Redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

From the Diocese:  
Lay Preaching 
College 
 
A Lay Preacher proclaims the Word of God in 

ways that inspire people to follow Christ, brings 

them into relationship with God, and/or 

strengthens their relationship with God. 
 

If you are interested in the Lay Preaching 

College, now is the time to speak with your 

priest, or if you do not have a regular priest, with 

your Senior Warden. The Diocese of Ohio’s 

annual two-day training to receive the license 

will be held on Friday, May 20, 4:30 - 10:00 

p.m. and Saturday, May 21 from 9:00 a.m. until 

2:00 p.m. at Bellwether Farm. Dr. Katherine 

Gillooly, the Rev. Mike Floyd, and Lindsay 

Graves are the facilitators. 
 

The Diocese holds this event just once a year,  

and it is required before applying for a license. It 

is necessary to attend both Friday and Saturday. 

Please submit the Lay Preaching Application 

Form by May 9 and register for the training. 

Registration is $110 per person, $140 for two 

people/double occupancy, or $25 per person for 

those who do not require lodging. Costs includes 

lodging at Bellwether, all food, and materials. 

You will receive your pre-work assignment 

upon completion of your application and 

registration process. If you have questions about 

online registration email Antoinette Taylor, 

ataylor@dohio.org. For all other questions 

please email the Rev. Brad Purdom 

bpurdom@dohio.org. 
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