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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
Office hours for Week of July 26: Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsoffice@att.net  
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
Readings and Psalm 
1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

Prelude:  Come thou Fount (Joseph Martin) 

St. Paul’s Mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal community in downtown 
Canton, grounded in faith, and called by God’s Love to minister to the world. 

 

The mission of The Episcopal Church is “to restore all people to unity with God 
and each other in Christ.” In step with that mission, we follow Jesus into loving, 
liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, with each other, and with the 

earth. 
“Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.” 

“God Loves You. No Exceptions.” 

about:blank
mailto:stpaulsoffice@att.net
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#gsp1
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The Word of God 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Entrance Hymn: “Thy Kingdom Come!” on bended knee (St. 
Flavian) 

 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise Spirit of God Skye Boat Song (VF 53) 
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

A Reading from the first book of Kings 
  
5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what 
I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to 
your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, 
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although 
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in 
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot 
be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great 
people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you 
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 119:129-136 
 

129Your decrees are wonderful; * 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131I open my mouth and pant; * 
  I long for your commandments. 
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 132Turn to me in mercy, * 
  as you always do to those who love your Name. 
 133Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
  because people do not keep your law. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he 
also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 
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Sequence Hymn: Spread, Oh Spread Thou Mighty Word (H 530) 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 31[Another parable Jesus put before the crowds:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, 
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#gsp1
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out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ 
People Glory to you, O Christ  
 

The Sermon: The Rev. Joe Ashby 
Please stand in body or spirit 

The Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please remain standing 
Prayers of the People 
 

All-loving God, whose life is the source of our life, whose love is the source of our 
salvation, pour out your grace upon your church and upon the world, that all may 
know you, love you, and serve one another in your Name; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

All-governing God, who set forth the foundations of the world, so direct, inspire, and 
correct those in authority in this nation and the world, that the laws they make and the 
policies they embrace may reflect the dignity with which you created humanity in 
your image, and in harmony with your creation. Remove from the imaginations of 
power all thoughts toward oppression, discrimination, or other sins of pride, that we 
may truly love your image in one another, and in your Name; 
Hear our prayer 
 

Incarnate God, you lived among neighbors, friends and enemies alike; you know the 
intimate and everyday concerns of your people in this and every 
community. Where there is suffering, continue to heal it. Where there is harm, continue 
to expose it. Where there is need, continue to feed your people with the abundant 
Providence of God, from whom all blessings flow. Do not let us forget, 
either, our responsibility for one another’s welfare, in your Name; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Resurrecting God, we pray for those who live in the shadow of death, in places of 
war, in places of terror, in unsafe homes, in uncaring communities. We pray for an 
end to war, an undoing of terror, a disarming of hatred. We pray for those who have 
died, known to us and known only to you, that we may one day receive the same 
mercy that you have for each of them. In your Name we pray; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Awe-inspiring God, we thank you for the joys of human living, for the 
relationships that bring us closer to the knowledge of your love, for the colors of 
creation that reflect your glory, as the prophet recognized in the rainbow the glory of 
the living God. We thank you that we are “marvelously made” in your image, and in 
your Name;  
Hear our prayer. 
 

All healing God, we ask for your healing presence in the lives of those we love 
especially for Sarah, Tom Lilly, Johanna Middleton, Viola Sullins, Linda Fogle, Peter 
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Dench, Cara Warren, Alice Bolam, Molly and Nathan Weisel, Andrea, Marilyn 
Dickinson, Jackson, Gary, Richard Green, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, 
Frances Beacon, Vicki Simpkins, Brinley Wyczalek, Ronnie Long, Aiden Ortiz, we 
pray to you O Lord. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray together now the Discernment Prayer for St. Paul’s: 
O Lord our God, May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your 
commandment of loving our neighbors as you have loved us while 
we discern who we are and how best to serve you. We ask that you quiet our souls, so 
we may listen to you. We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new 
leadership. And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All listening God, we offer before you the deepest thanksgivings and desires of our 
hearts, silently or aloud. 
People add their prayers. 
We pray to you O Lord. 
Hear our prayer 
 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Church Announcements 
 
Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence (Psalm 50:14) 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  
 

Offertory Hymn: The Christ who died but rose again (St. Magnus) (H 
447) 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
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People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 
source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your 
blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and 
knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of 
life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing. 
♪♪♪ 

Sanctus S125 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed are you, Gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not 
see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused 
one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and 
prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
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slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: 
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”♪ 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”♪ 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of 
your daughters and sons, that with Paul and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



14 
 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread (S 152) 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 
Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online 
and receiving communion spiritually. 
 

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to 
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word 
and Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

***Note to the congregation: Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need 
gluten-free bread. If you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your 
chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please contact the priests of St. Paul’s. 
 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
Celebrant 
God’s Blessing be with you, 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN: Be Thou my Vision (Slane) (H 488) 

 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

 
 
 
Postlude: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (Anne Krentz) 
 
 
 
 
 

People:           Thanks be to God.  
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Today’s Servers 
Celebrants: The Revs. Kay and Joe Ashby 
Guest Organist: Sally Little 
Greeters: David Lewis and Paula Hampton 
Crucifer: Douglas Colmery 
Eucharistic Minister: Demetrius Carrothers 
Video/Photography: David Lewis, David Rotthoff 
Lector: M.L. Schultze 
Altar Guild: Peggy Neidig and Karen Swope 
Counters: M.L. Schultze and David Rotthoff 
 

Parish News 
Happy July Birthdays 

Kay Ashby, 7/1 
Alice Hopkins, 7/2 

Molly Ryan, 7/5 
Marcia Enslen, 7/8 

Baylor Wade, 7/12 
Lilly Montgomery, 

7/15 
Richard Enslen, 7/17 

Larry Simpkin, 7/17 
Brett Marcum, 7/25 

Troy Dunn, 7/31 

Happy July Anniversaries 
Theresa and Mark Voyk, 7/14 

 

2026 Women's Retreat 
August 14-16 | Bellwether Farm 

Join women from across the Diocese of Ohio for a weekend of renewal, 
fellowship, worship, and rest. Through prayer, yoga, contemplative experiences, 
workshops, and time in nature, we will nurture mind, body, and spirit together. 
New this year, a concurrent children's program will provide female caregivers the 
opportunity to participate more fully in the retreat experience.  Registration closes 
on July 31. 

A prayer for peace 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword 
of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily 

spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the 
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be 

dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

https://mgspgaqab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zVH9bsg6Z7AczpWemi7QfjnyO4zC_JQlr3b07ViOsorD9O8jmupnMauXGuT05KwdZjH_zLPPXKmMQvk-s5JUUpGOps17riuxV73YPfKXIeNHiRF06XIk0km56SSu1b5WstIS1noUZj4fpXSzGtRXYCm339PnvQFNRmfPSXdPg0buvnsRM5hh1qqVAMT09NIEj7zXcaNmfinStuj_uSlrM03FixoVhF9hn6uKgrRLz2bwl_aRP8abKw==&c=cVl3v2MaZoGRQBT3wc4hpNoJbYFPEFMqohyZquN13PiT3Zf9yk9Khg==&ch=4Y5hHzZemhZ6qqSkLmNUB728Fi0ZTcHfhWBFOtpq0PNG5SOLl38yfw==
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Episcopal leaders call for renewed protections 
for Haitians facing deportation under Trump 

Note: Stark County is home to hundreds of Haitian families who arrived legally 
under what’s called Temporary Protected Status. As the Trump administration 
forces the shutdown of the program, an estimated 80 percent of the Haitians living 
in Ohio face deportation. Here is an excerpt from the Episcopal News Service on 
the response of the church to the move to force Haitians to return to a land where 
daily and deadly violence continues. 
 
By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service 
 

Episcopal leaders are offering support for 
Haitian immigrants in their communities   while 
calling on Congress to help protect them from 
deportation after the U.S. Supreme Court 
allowed the Trump administration to end federal 
protections. 
In Springfield, Ohio, which became a flashpoint 
during the 2024 presidential campaign over the 
city’s growing Haitian migrant community, some 
Haitian families had begun attending worship 
services at Christ Episcopal Church.  
The Rev. Michelle Boomgaard told Episcopal News Service that attendance 
noticeably declined after the Supreme Court’s June 25 ruling. 
Some Haitians already had legal residency through other federal programs. Others 
have begun applying for asylum or green cards, which should again provide them 
with at least temporary protection from deportation, Boomgaard said, as returning 
to their home country isn’t a safe option. “At the end of the day, the situation in 
Haiti has not improved.” 
More than 300,000 Haitians had been allowed to live and work in the United States 
for years under a program known as Temporary Protected Status, or TPS, that 
has long been supported by The Episcopal Church. It allows the Department of 
Homeland Security to declare certain foreign nationals protected from deportation 
if they would face hazards in their home countries from conditions such as natural 
disasters, civil unrest or other violence. 
Those protections were thrown into limbo when the Supreme Court ruled that 
President Donald Trump’s history of racist and discriminatory statements toward 

Advocates.for..Basic.Legal.Equality 

https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2024/05/14/churchs-a-closer-look-on-immigration-series-addresses-temporary-protected-status/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/12/10/politics/donald-trump-shithole-countries-phrase
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Haitians and other immigrants did not negate the presidential authority to end TPS 
protections for those immigrants. … 
The Episcopal Church’s  Office of Government Relations released a statement on 
the day of the ruling, lamenting that “families who have built their lives, raised 
children, worshiped, worked and contributed to their communities in the United 
States may now face the loss of work authorization and protection from 
deportation.” 
On July 16, the Office of Government Relations’ Episcopal Public Policy 
Network followed up with an action alert calling on Episcopalians to urge their 
representatives in Congress to enact legislative protections for Haitian families. It 
warned that Haiti “continues to face a profound humanitarian and security crisis” 
with “widespread violence, kidnapping, political instability, and limited access to 
basic services. … There is no realistic opportunity for a safe and orderly return for 
Haitian nationals at this time,” the action alert said. 
… A group of about 20 Episcopal bishops launched a letter-writing campaign this 
month calling on Senate leaders and the Department of Homeland Security to 
renew TPS for Haitians. 
“They are our friends, they are our neighbors, they are our congregants, they are 
our clergy,” Massachusetts Bishop Julia Whitworth said July 20 in a Facebook 
video about the bishops’ effort. “This is personal, and it’s urgent.” 
General Convention has long supported immigration policies that treat migrants 
with dignity. In 2015, it approved a resolution pledging to support Temporary 
Protected Status “for all immigrants fleeing for refuge from violence, 
environmental disaster, economic devastation, or cultural abuse or other forms of 
abuse.” 
The Diocese of Haiti is part of The Episcopal Church’s Province II, and Haitian 
immigrant communities in some American cities have grown large enough to 
support sizable Episcopal congregations, like St. Paul’s et Les Martyrs d’Haiti in 
Miami, Florida,  and the Haitian Congregation of the Good Samaritan in New York 
City. In Elizabeth, New Jersey, Haitians helped revive the dwindling congregation 
of St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, according to a Religion News Service report, 
though fear of federal immigration authorities this year has kept many families 
away. … 
During the 2024 presidential campaign, Trump specifically targeted the growing 
Haitian community in Springfield, Ohio, using dehumanizing and false 
rhetoric about Springfield residents eating pets. … An estimated 15,000 Haitian 
migrants had moved to Springfield since 2020, seeking jobs that local leaders were 
desperate to fill in the city’s ongoing effort to reverse decades of economic decline. 
In a small city with a population of less than 60,000, that sudden influx of new 
residents strained resources and services, though a network of Springfield 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/12/10/politics/donald-trump-shithole-countries-phrase
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2026/06/25/episcopal-church-laments-supreme-court-rulings-backing-trump-administration-on-immigration/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/?vvsrc=%2fCampaigns%2f138707%2fRespond%3ffbclid%3dIwY2xjawTHMaBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeqQ7GJ3-d7RIYBqgcj8L3tjlnRFSh249VeysZ5tXBXe7fDLa2zmI_ajDG9vk_aem_h9xtYuV7Z6FA0HgyigPfMg
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2144799933122295
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2144799933122295
https://digitalarchives.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_topic_search.pl?topic=Immigration
https://digitalarchives.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_resolution.pl?resolution=2015-D074
https://www.episcopalassetmap.org/dioceses/diocese-southeast-florida/list/st-paul-et-les-martyrs-dhaiti
https://www.haitiangoodsam.org/
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2026/06/25/haitian-immigrants-revived-a-church-but-fear-of-immigration-agents-now-leaves-pews-empty/
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2024/09/16/after-trump-vance-create-stories-demonizing-migrants-ohio-city-feels-brunt-of-bigotry-threats-of-violence/
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2024/09/16/after-trump-vance-create-stories-demonizing-migrants-ohio-city-feels-brunt-of-bigotry-threats-of-violence/
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organizations, including Christ Episcopal Church, coordinated efforts to better 
welcome these newest neighbors and ease their transition into the local community. 
(Still) … “folks in Springfield definitely feel like they have a target on their 
backs,” the Rev. Michelle Boomgaard, rector of Christ Episcopal Church, told 
Episcopal News Service this month. Now, the church and other community groups 
are scrambling to assist those who fear deportations after losing TPS. 
“These are human beings and neighbors and friends and people we wave and say 
‘hi’ to,” she said. 
 

Just two weeks until the HOF parade 
St. Paul’s again has a front row seat to the Hall of Fame parade, which steps off at 
8 a.m. Aug. 8 pretty much at our doorstep. We will again be celebrating the event 
and raising money for our HOT lunch program by offering the community coffee, 
water, hot dogs and donuts. It’s never too early to start collecting, so please 
consider donating a case of water and/or money to help us underwrite the costs. A  
signup sheet is posted in the Narthex if you want to help and get a great view of the 
best of the parade. 
 

Come share a great movie at 
St. Paul's 

(It's free … and the popcorn's 
on us.) 

Tuesday, July 28, we’ll be converting the Guild 
Hall into a movie theater, complete with popcorn 
and Cracker Jacks. The movie is “Marshall,” a 
legal drama, biopic and a movie that critics say 
evokes some of the best dramas of the 1940s. The 
story centers on one of the early cases that shaped 
the career of Thurgood Marshall. The grandson of 
an enslaved man, Marshall became a civil right's 
lawyer who won 29 of the 32 cases he argued to 
the U.S. Supreme Court before he became the first 
Black justice on that court. This is the first of two 

movies we'll be sharing this summer. Snacks and air conditioning are on us. 
Showtime is 6:30 p.m. 

https://diosohio.org/bearing-witness-for-springfields-haitian-community/
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