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Welcome to St. Paul’s

Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
425 Cleveland Ave SW
Canton OH 44702

(330) 455-0286

Website: www.stpaulscanton.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton
e-mail: stpaulsoffice(@att.net

We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton

Our mission
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal
community in downtown Canton, grounded in faith,
and called by God’s Love to minister to the world.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Celebrants: The Revs. Kay and Joe Ashby

Readings and Psalm
Acts 11:1-18

Psalm 148

Revelation 21:1-6

John 13:31-35

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights resetved.

Prelude: Prelude, Louis Vierne
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The Word of God

Entrance Hymn: Worthy is Christ (Festival Canticle) (H 417)
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Opening Acclamation

Please remain standing
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.




Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE: Christ Our Passover (Vaughan Williams, WLP
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.




Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow
his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

The Lessons

First Reading: Acts 11: 1-18

Please be seated.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

"Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him, Jsaying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” “Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, >“I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to

me. %As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds
of the air. 'T also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” *But I replied,
‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” °But a
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not
call profane.” '°This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. ''At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. '>The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s
house. *He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; '“he will give you a message by which you
and your entire household will be saved.” '>’And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. '®And I remembered the word of the
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.” '"If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” '®When they heard this, they were
silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.




Psalm 148

"Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.
2Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.
3Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.
“Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.
SLet them praise the Name of the Lord; *
for he commanded, and they were created.
%He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
"Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;
Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;
10Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;
Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;
12Y oung men and maidens, *
old and young together.
B3Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *
for his Name only is exalted,
his splendor is over earth and heaven.
“He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6
A Reading from the Revelation of John

' saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. *And I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying,




“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them:;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

*he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

3And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ®Then he said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty |
will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn: Come my Way, My Truth, My Life The Call (H 487)
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Gospel: John 13: 31-35

Please stand if able
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.




31[At the last supper, when Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.3?If God has been glorified in him, God
will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. *Little children, I am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ *I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. * By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby

The Creed

Please stand if able

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.




We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Please remain standing
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; for Donald Stauffer, Doug
Ullam, Marcia, Deborah Starkey, Ed Denning, John Titmas, Elizabeth Mapp, Holly
Hillen, Bob Reiner, Francis Beacon, Sarah Lane, Robert Thornton.

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and the course he has staked for our refugee efforts;
and Anne, our Bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Please add your own petitions

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;

10




And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

Who put their trust in you.

Celebrant: God who shines in the darkness,
receive these prayers and the prayers of our hearts,
in the name of the one who is your light,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Church Announcements

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence

The Celebrant says

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14

Offertory Anthem: I Give to You a New Commandment, Peter
Nardone

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

11
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People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

ST
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” J

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the

remembrance of me.” '
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with blessed Paul and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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FRACTION ANTHEM: The Disciples Knew the Lord Jesus
(Burnam) (WLP 876)
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Spiritual Communion

Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online
and receiving communion spiritually.

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your
word and Spirit. Amen.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free
bread. If you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on
your chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please contact the Priest of the parish.

=

Communion Hymn: Behold, I make all things new (MHSO 47)
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make all things new, my prom-se is true, for 1 am Christ the way.

Words and Music: John L. Bell (b. 949 © GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638
[www.giamusic.com). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.




Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
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The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and

remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: Thou art the Way (St. James) (H 457,
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Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude: Postlude, George Dyson

7
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TODAY’S SERVERS:

Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby
Greeters: Peggy Neidig

Crucifer: Douglas Colmery

Eucharistic Minister: Demetrius Carrothers

Video: David Lewis, David Rotthoff

Altar Guild: Douglas Colmery and Linda Kendrick
Lector: Jan Smuda

Counters: David Rotthoff and Demi Carrothers

Flowers today are given by the Sutek family to honor Owen Valentine,
who has earned his master’s degree in engineering from the University
of Dayton. Congratulations, Owen!

Announcements:
Happy May Happy Anniversary
Birthdays Wendy and Roger
Karen Swope, May 15 Gray, May 15
Frances Beacon, May Don and MaryLou
22 Stauffer, May 24
Rachel Valentine, May 24 Jason and Nicole Marcun, May 29
Ainsley Marcum, May 29 Richard and Dorothy Oloya, May 29

Thanks for the first
and prepare for the second

Our first parish-wide meeting took a deeper dive into St. Paul’s
alamba finances, attendance and history, and took a first look at the now

more than 70 ideas put forward by all of you on what we need to do
E next. The ideas are still flowing in, and many of them can be
characterized as built around relationships and building and
supporting a community of openness and belonging. All of the ideas are listed in
the May/June newsletter and we welcome any new ones they continue to engender.
Our next parish-wide meeting will be June 1 following service in the Guild Hall.
Your input in these meetings is crucial, so please, mark the date on your calendar
and plan to attend.
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Episcopal churches embrace Stark PRIDE

St. Paul’s and our sister Episcopal churches in Stark County will be spreading the
message that “God Loves You, No Exceptions” at this year’s Stark PRIDE
Festival. We are sponsoring a table at the festival on Centennial Plaza June 14.

Stark PRIDE is a volunteer group “welcoming people of all races, ages and
backgrounds” and the festival has drawn some 6,000 attendees since it began.

The day will begin with a
Pride March at 1 p.m. and
the festival from 2 to 9
p.m.

Kardi Redd Diamond will
emcee the opening
ceremony, accompanied

Saturday, June 14,2025 TP DRINE by the Bluccoas Fanfare

STARKPRIDE URG m‘;jﬁ Drumline, and speakers
g for the day include Canton
Mayor William Sherer,
Congresswoman Emilia Sykes and Youth Speakers Corsin and Kyo. Food, music
and embracing diversity in our community will be highlighted throughout the day.

We are looking for volunteers to man our booth at the festival and to spread the
word that Christian love embraces the humanity of everyone. Please let Douglas
Colmery know if you are interested. We need YOU.

Episcopal churches throughout the Diocese of Ohio will also be participating in the
PRIDE in the CLE festival June 7 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Wear Orange for Peace

The Interfaith Violence Prevention Coalition of Stark @)
VA fvx)

County will hold its second Wear Orange community LCX i)
gathering and prayer service Thursday, June 5, at 4 .
p-m. on Canton’s Centennial Plaza. The Interfaith Viclence Prevention

Coalition of
Stark County

Coalition has been working to “unleash the peacemaking
power of our local faith communities to reduce violence
where we live, learn, work, play and pray. The Coalition
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strives to be a model that other communities can replicate.” St. Paul’s has been
working with the coalition for more than three years, and the sign we update each
week totaling the cost of gun violence is part of the interfaith effort.

Children are invited to our renewed Sunday school. After the Gospel, the
children head to the St. Nicholas Chapel on our second floor for stories and
activities, returning for communion. Please see Samantha Papadeonise or Linda
Heitger if you have questions or an interest in volunteering, and we will ensure you
get the “Safe Church” required training.

Gospel joins Symphony and we join both
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The St. Paul’s family is ready to enjoy another night out!

This time, we’re heading just up the road to the home of the Canton Symphony at
Umstattd Hall/ Zimmermann Symphony Center to hear the rich sounds of the
Canton Symphony Orchestra, EN-RICH-MENT Choir, directed by Darius
McBride, and J.W. Chorale.

We are able to get a 20 percent discount on $25 tickets if we purchase a block of
25. Please sign the sheet in the Narthex if you would like to be part of the fun,
celebration and inspiration, and ask Jeff Nowlin if you have questions.

Choir Rehearsal is Thursdays at 7 p.m. Consider “making a joyful noise unto
the Lord” and join our great choir!! All are welcome!
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Refugees and the Episcopal Church

After suspending refugee admittance for everyone else, the Trump Administration
admitted 59 white South Africans last week with none of the required vetting or
screening processes for refugee resettlement.

In response, the Episcopal Church suspended its public-private
refugee resettlement partnership and is pursuing other avenues to
support refugees.

In a letter explaining the decision, Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe
explained that the South Africans have been the only refugees
admitted since Donald Trump began his second term as
president, and that the decision gave the group precedence over even those whose
work with the U.S. military in Iraq and Afghanistan have put their lives at risk.

In his May 12 open letter, Bishop Rowe wrote: “It has been painful to watch one
group of refugees, selected in a highly unusual manner, receive preferential
treatment over many others who have been waiting in refugee camps or dangerous
conditions for years. I am saddened and ashamed that many of the refugees who
are being denied entrance to the United States are brave people who worked
alongside our military in Iraq and Afghanistan and now face danger at home
because of their service to our country. I also
grieve that victims of religious persecution,
including Christians, have not been granted refuge
in recent months.”

Bishop Rowe noted that the Episcopal Church is
not abandoning its efforts to help refugees, looking
instead for options ranging from Diocesan o

partnerships to the Convocation of Episcopal @ZSL‘ opal
Churches in Europe. And he is encouraging all of

us to make donations to the Episcopal Migration
Ministries website.

V

MIGRATION MINISTRIES

To read the Bishop’s entire letter, go to St. Paul’s website at
stpaulscanton.org



https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/donate-now/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/donate-now/
http://www.stpaulscanton.org/

