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Welcome to St. Paul’s

Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
425 Cleveland Ave SW
Canton OH 44702

(330) 455-0286

Website: www.stpaulscanton.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton
e-mail: stpaulsoffice(@att.net

We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton

St. Paul’s Mission

St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal community in downtown
Canton, grounded in faith, and called by God’s Love to minister to the world.

The mission of The Episcopal Church is “to restore all people to unity with
God and each other in Christ.” In step with that mission, we follow Jesus into
loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, with each other, and
with the earth.

“Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.”
“God Loves You. No Exceptions.”

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby

Readings and Psalm
Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14
Prelude: Prelude in G (John Ireland)
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Blessings to Giovanni and his parents
Isabella and Mario Millin Jr.

Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body, the
church. God establishes an indissoluble bond with each person in baptism. God
adopts us, making us members of the church and inheritors of the Kingdom of God
(BCP, pp. 298, 858). In baptism we are
made sharers in the new life of the Holy

Spirit and the forgiveness of sins. Baptismis [ 1| ) 1) } \ T\ \ A

the foundation for all future church \// 1} } ) | PR _\_
participation and ministry. Each candidate
for baptism in the Episcopal Church is to be
sponsored by one or more baptized persons. ¢
Sponsors (godparents) speak on behalf of \\}\‘
candidates for baptism who are infants or

younger children and cannot speak for

themselves at the Presentation and

Examination of the Candidates. During the

baptismal rite the members of the \['.i \ \\
congregation promise to do all they can to I g N

support the candidates for baptism in their L 4
life in Christ. They join with the candidates ‘
by renewing the baptismal covenant. The water of baptism may be administered by
immersion or affusion (pouring) (BCP, p. 307). Candidates are baptized “in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” and then marked on
the forehead with the sign of the cross. Chrism oil may be used for this marking.
The newly baptized is “sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as
Christ’s own for ever.” When all baptisms have been completed, the celebrant and
congregation welcome the newly administered within the eucharist at the chief
service on a Sunday or another feast.

The Catechism notes that “Infants are baptized so that they can share citizenship in
the Covenant, membership in Christ, and redemption by God.” The baptismal
promises are made for infants by their parents or sponsors, “who guarantee that the
infants will be brought up within the Church, to know Christ and be able to follow
him” (BCP, pp. 858-859).
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Holy Baptism

Entrance Hymn: When Stephen full of power and grace (H 243)
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with he smote and o - ver - came the foe-men of the Lord.
with God’s day - break to pro-claim and rend the veils of night.
God, in sweet for - give-ness’ name, should un-der-stand and spare.
that the stones  of earth-ly shame a jew-eled crown may  seem.
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Celebrant  There 1s one Body and one Spirit




People There is one hope in God’s call to us
Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism
People One God and Father of all.
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow
his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

>>Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” >’But they covered their ears, and
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. **Then they dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. >*While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” %°Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.
’Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.




SInto your hands I commend my spirit, *

for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth.

15My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

'6Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
A Reading from the First letter of Peter.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—?if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

*Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and °like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For
it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

"To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.

%Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit




Sequence Hymn: Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life The Call
(H 487)
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Please remain standing
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

[Jesus told his disciples,] Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. “And you know the way to the place where I am going.” *Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 'If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” °Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? °Do you not
believe that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do




not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 'Believe me that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of
the works themselves. '*Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. '*I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. '“If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Joe Ashby

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Celebrant  The Candidate for Holy Baptism, Giovanni Tate Millin, will now be
presented.

Then the candidates are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as
follows:

Parents and Godparents We present Giovanni to receive the Sacrament of Baptism
Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present
is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents 1 will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow
into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents 1 will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of
wickedness that rebel against God?

Parents and Godparents 1 renounce them.

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt
and destroy the creatures of God?

Parents and Godparents 1 renounce them.

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the
love of God?

Parents and Godparents 1 renounce them.

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Parents and Godparents 1 do.




Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Parents and Godparents 1 do.
Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

Parents and Godparents 1 do.

Celebrant to the congregation, saying

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their
life in Christ?

People We will.

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to
Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,

and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Celebrant ~ Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in the prayers ?

People [ will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?




10

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant  Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new
birth.

A Person appointed leads the following petitions

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live
in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and
reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying

The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant ~ We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son
Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah,
the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into
everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come
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to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism

Candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who
then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying

Giovanni, [ baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed
upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of
grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift
of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

The Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the
cross and saying

Giovanni, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for
ever. Amen.

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith

of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Church Announcements

Prayers for birthdays and anniversaries and others on our prayer list

For Birthdays
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant
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that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

For anniversaries

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage
that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ

and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other
in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness,
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

For those on our prayer list

Have compassion, O Lord, on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially
Elizabeth Mapp, Johanna Middleton, Viola Sullins, Jude Schario, Linda Fogle, Peter
Dench, Patricia Willford, Cara Warren, Alice Bolam, Molly and Nathan Weisel, Andrea,
Marilyn Dickinson, Ed Denning, Doug Geissinger, Jackson, Gary, Richard Green, John
Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Vicki Simpkins, Brinley Wyczalek,
and Ronnie Long.

Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence (psaim 50:14)
The Celebrant says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Love is Little (Shaker Tradition arr.
Mark Schweizer)

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
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But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: s¢
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.” I

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” &

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for

ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread (S 152)
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Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Spiritual Communion
Celebrant  Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online
and receiving communion spiritually.
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Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word
and Spirit. Amen.

***Note to the congregation: Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if
you need gluten-free bread. If you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross
your arms on your chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please contact the Priest of St. Paul’s.

POST COMMUNION HYMN: Thou art the Way St. James (H457)
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Post-communion prayer

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Post-communion blessing
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: Come Away to the Skies (Middlebury) (H213)
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Dismissal

Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude: Postlude in D (George Dyson)

TODAY'’S SERVERS:

Celebrants: The Revs. Kay and Joe Ashby

Parish musician: Edward Grimes

Greeters: David Lewis

Crucifer: Karl Roshong

Eucharistic Minister: Douglas Colmery and Demetrius Carrothers
Video: David Lewis
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Altar Guild: Douglas Colmery and Susan Phillips
Lector: M.L. Schultze
Counters: M.L. Schultze and David Rotthoff

A prayer for peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

Announcements

Happy May Birthdays

Karen Swope, May 15
Frances Beacon, May 22
Rachel Valentine, May 24
Ainsley Marcum, May 29

Happy May Anniversaries
Wendy & Roger Gray, May 5
Donald & Mary Lou Stauffer, May 24
Jason & Nicole Marcum, May 29
Richard & Dorothy Oloya, May 29

Please join us after today’s service in the Guild Hall
to celebrate the baptism of Giovanni Tate Millin.
Children of St. Paul’s (with some guiding hands) will
be hosting!
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Coming up this summer

Once again, St. Paul’s and Courageous
Conversations will be participating in two
important and fun events in Canton,
Stark Pride and the Juneteenth Festival.
The Pride festival will celebrate the
LGBTQ+ community in Stark County N A
downtown at Centennial Plaza on June b W o O r—

13™. The day includes music, food, B i—

marches and other events. IR

Juneteenth marks the day Union troops

arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1965 to ensure all enslaved
people were freed. Canton’s two-day festival is in Nimisilla Park on June
20th and 21st.

Please be a part of either or both events!
We’'ll be posting more information and
sign-up sheets in the next couple weeks.

f# Also, this year, there’s an additional

| evening of celebration as the Stark
County Black History Museum debuts its
exhibition “A Legacy Revived: Exploring
Stark County’s Rich Black History” at the
McKinley Presidential Library beginning
at 6 p.m. June 19". The free exhibit previews the full opening of the new
museum at the presidential library next February and will include food
trucks and dancers from the lvory Coast.

Life and learn: The spiritual, missionary and

leadership aspects of the Episcopal Church
Registration is now open for the Diocese of Ohio’s first-ever regional
gathering and everyone is invited. The three-day get-together of churches
throughout the Diocese will be May 28, 29 and 30, beginning at St. Paul’'s
Akron, then coming to St. Paul’'s Canton and ending at Christ Church
Hudson. You can register for part of one day, all of the three days or
anything in between. Here's an outline of the workshops and other
sessions.



https://web.cvent.com/event/62391757-2d50-4af8-97a2-a8b3ce407a14/register
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Thursday, May 28 at St. Paul’s, Akron
Noonday Prayer
Parish Administrators Session, 1:30-
2:30 p.m.
Diocesan Staff Office Hours, 2:30-5 p.m.
Individual bookings with diocesan staff. =
Dinner, 5-6 p.m. Gather in fellowship to eat
and grow in relationship with one another. |
A Conversation with Bishop Jolly, 6-7:30 '
p-m.
Camp, Faith & Friendship, 6-7:30 p.m.
(ages 0-18). A taste of Bellwether Farm!
Compline, 7:30-8 p.m.

Friday, May 29 at St. Paul s, Canton
Noonday Prayer
Warden Luncheon, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Connection, encouragement and
wisdom.
Diocesan Staff Office Hours, 2:30-5 p.m. Individual bookings with
diocesan staff.
Spiritual Practices to Deepen Beloved Community and Strengthen
Our Faith Communities, 6-7:30 p.m. Connecting more deeply with
neighbors
Compline, 7:30-8:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 30 at Christ Church, Hudson
Morning Prayer, 9-9:30 a.m.
Creating Missional Communities Workshop, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Considering the people around us who don’t participate in church.
Worship Leader Training, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Lay members leading
worship and service.
Finance Roundtable, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Tools for accurate financial
reporting.
Lunch, 12-12:30 p.m.
Beloved Community: All Are Welcome Training, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Ensuring all are welcome.
Deacons and Missional Communities Workshop, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Workshop for all deacons, aspirants, and people curious about the
diaconate.
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Stewardship Workshop, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Stewardship as a spiritual
exercise.

Holy Eucharist and Regional Confirmation, 3-4 p.m.

Reception, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Archbishop Mullally and Pope Leo meet
The first woman and 106"
archbishop of Canterbury, Dame
Sarah Mullally, met and prayed with
the first American-born pope, Pope
Leo XIlI, during the archbishop’s
four-day pilgrimage to Rome last
week.
According to a Lambeth Palace
release, the pilgrimage’s purpose
was to strengthen Anglican-Roman
Catholic relations and to encourage
ongoing collaboration at both global
and local levels.
The two held noonday prayer together in a 17th century chapel. Pope Leo
welcomed the archbishop with a call to remove barriers.
In welcoming the Archbishop to the Vatican, Pope Leo noted that while “our
suffering world greatly needs the peace of Christ, divisions among
Christians weaken our ability to be effective bearers of that peace.”
The Episcopal Church is part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.

Vatican Media

The Discernment Prayer for St. Paul’s
O Lord our God,

May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your
commandment of loving our neighbors as you have loved us while we discern
who we are and how best to serve you.

We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you.

We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership.

And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



https://i0.wp.com/episcopalnewsservice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/ENS_042726_Mullally_Leo.jpeg?ssl=1

