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Feast of St. Francis
Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Oct. 5, 2025, 10:30 a.m.




Welcome to St. Paul’s

Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
425 Cleveland Ave SW
Canton OH 44702

(330) 455-0286

Website: www.stpaulscanton.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton

e-mail: stpaulsoffice(@att.net or
stpaulsoffice@currently.com

We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton

Our mission
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal
community in downtown Canton, grounded in faith,
and called by God’s Love to minister to the world.

Feast of St. Francis

Holy Eucharist
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby

Readings and Psalm
Genesis 1:20-26

Psalm 16

Galatians 6:14-18

Luke 12:13-21

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

Prelude: Canzonette, Louis Vierne
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The Word of God
Entrance Hymn: God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale (Roeder)

(MHSO 129)
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1 God of the spar row
2 God of the garth quake
3 God of the rain bow
4 God of the hun - gy
5 God of the neigh -  bor
6 God of the a - ges
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God of the whale God  of the swirl - ing
God of the storm God  of the trum - pet
God of the Cross God of the emp - ty
God of the sick God  of the prod - 1 -
God of the foe God of the prun - ing
God near at hand God  of the lov - ing
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stars How docs the ¢rea - ture say
blast How docs the crea - ture cry
grave How docs the crca - turc say
gal How does the crea - ture say
hook How does the crea - ture say
heart How do your chil - dren say
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Awe How does the crea - ture say Praise
Woe_____ How does the crea - ture cry Save.
Grace How does the crea - ture say Thanks
Care How does the crea - ture say Life,
Love How does the crea - ture say Peace
Joy How do vyour chil - dren say Home

Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda (b. 1919) © 1983 Concordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO [www.cph.org].
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music: Roeder, Carl F. Schalk (b. 1929) © 1983 GIA Publications, In., 7404 South Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638
[www.giamusic.com]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Opening Acclamation
Please remain standing




Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE: God, when I came into this life (Dunlap’s
Creek) (MHSO 123)
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1 God, when 1 came in - to this life, you called me
2 You give me free - dom__ to Dbe-lieve; to - day 1
3 In all the ten - sions__ of my life, be - tween my
4 So help me in my____  un - be - lief and let my
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by my___ name; to - day I come, com -
make my__ choice, and to the ___ wor - ship
faith and __ doubt, let your great__ Spi - it
life be___ true: feet firm - ly____  plant - ed
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mit__ my - self, re - spond-ing to your claim.
of __ the__ church I add my learn - ing voice.
give_ me__ hope, sus - tain me, lead me out.
on___ the__ earth, my sights set high on you.

Words: Fred Kaan (b. 1929) © 1979 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Co., 380 S. Main PI., Carol Stream, IL 60188
[www.hopepublishing.com].) All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Dunlap's Creek, Freeman Lewis, arr. Margaret W. Mealy © Margaret W. Mealy. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of
this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your
whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen




The Lessons

Please sit.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:20-26
A Reading from the book of Genesis.

2And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky." ?!So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. ?God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." > And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.
24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. 2>God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
2°Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM 16

"Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
’I say to the LORD, "You are my LORD;
I have no good apart from you."
3As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble,
in whom is all my delight.
“Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.
>The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
’I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
’I keep the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
9Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
Y ou show me the path of life.



https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp21_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp21_RCL.html#ot1

In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

READING: Galatians 6:14-18

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Galatia.

“May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world
has been crucified to me, and I to the world. ’For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is
anything; but a new creation is everything! '°As for those who will follow this rule — peace be
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

"From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my
body.

¥ May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Please stand if able

Sequence Hymn: The Servants Well Pleasing to God (Nicholas)
(VF144)
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Words: AnnaMae Meyer Bush © 1975 AnnaMae Meyer Bush. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Nicholas, AnnaMae Meyer Bush © 1975 AnnaMae Meyer Bush. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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heart and make no de - mands in re - turn.
love, which they, un - de - serv - ing, re - ceived.
tithe he’ll  give them a - bun - dance be - side.
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21

Please remain standing if able

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

3Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance
with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" >And
he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions." 'Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. ”And he thought to himself, "What should I do, for I have no place to store
my crops?' '®Then he said, ' will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 'And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 2°But God said to him, 'You fool! This
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?' 2!So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby

The Creed
Please stand if able

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;




he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Please remain standing

Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us and for the
beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea;
We thank you, Lord.

For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers;
We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of all people; we pray that you comfort and heal all who suffer
in body, mind, or spirit; especially Molly and Nathan Weisel, Peggy Neidig, Marilyn Dickinson,
Joanne, Cara Warren, Jackson, Gary Pelger, Richard Green, Bonnie Landers, Marcia, Deborah
Starkey, Ed Denning, Bonnie Landers, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon,
Tammy Huff, Vicki Simpkins, Ashley Stroud and others we name silently or aloud; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

We thank you, Lord.

For the lives we shared with those who have departed, especially Betty Lee.
We thank you, Lord.

For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life;
We thank you, Lord.

For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees;
We thank you, Lord.

For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets
We thank you, Lord.

That each pet here may be treasured with care; We pray to you, Lord.
That we may love and honor all your works, O God;

We pray to you, Lord.

That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation;
To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, we pray to you, Lord. Amen.
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Please say the St. Paul’s Discernment Prayer together:

O Lord our God,

May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your commandment of loving our
neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how best to serve you.

We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you.

We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership.

And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Everyone is invited to bring their pet forward for a blessing or to remain in the pew for
us to come to you.

May you be blessed in the name of God, the Creator, Redeemer and of the Sustainer.
May you and your animals enjoy life together and find joy with the God who created you.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
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People And also with you.
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Church Announcements

Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence (psaim 50:14)

The Celebrant says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Song of Thanksgiving, Malcolm Archer

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
JI7

SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (WLP 858)
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the

world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of

death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” J

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” &

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
FRACTION ANTHEM: Christ our Passover (H #S152)
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Spiritual Communion

Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online
and receiving communion spiritually.

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your
word and Spirit. Amen.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free bread. If you
come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your chest. If you are
interested in being baptized, please contact the Priest of the parish.

COMMUNION HYMN: Those who labor for the Lord (VF 76)
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Words: Beverly Easterling © 1949 Beverly Easterly. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Carl Haywood © Carl Haywood. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing
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The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: Oh Jesus, I have promised (Nyland) (H 655)
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o speak, and make me lis - ten, thou guard-ian of my soul
O give me grace to fol - low, my Mas -ter and my friend,
Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia!

People

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude: Fugue in G minor, Johann Pachelbel
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TODAY’S SERVERS:

Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby
Parish musician: Edward Grimes

Greeters: David Lewis

Crucifer: Demi Carrothers

Eucharistic Minister: Douglas Colmery
Video: David Lewis

Altar Guild: Susan Phillips

Lector: M.L. Schultze

Counters: M.L. Schultze and Valerie Frear

Announcements

October Birthdays

Holly Hillen, 10/1

Dorothy Oloya, 10/1
Richard Anderson, 10/2
Mark Heitger, 10/2

In memoriam Jared Marcum, 10/3
Victor Sutek, 10/14

Shirley Brown, 10/14
Donald Stauffer, 10/18
Rebecca Geissinger, 10/19
Nicole Marcum, 10/19
Michael Lewton, 10/20
Rebecca Patterson, 10/20
Jeffrey Nowlin, 10/22
Samuel Wade, 10/25

October Anniversaries

Victoria and Kraig Suba Roshong, 10/13
Linda and Mark Heitger, 10/24

Barb and Richard Anderson, 10/27
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St. Paul's and Thanksgiving Baskets
For about 40 years, Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown has served hundreds of
families each year by supplying them with the makings for Thanksgiving meals,
including turkeys. And throughout those decades, the people of St. Paul’s have
been a key ingredient -- donating money and countless hours as volunteers.
This year, in wake of the closing of StarkFresh, we have been very fortunate in
finding a new partner in Giant Eagle, which is supplying us with turkeys and gift
cards. While they’ve worked with us to keep the cost of the turkeys low and
maximize the value of the gift cards, the all-volunteer effort still costs about
$40,000 a year. You can help in several ways:
Donations: Make your checks payable to Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown
directly or via St. Paul’s (with Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown in the memo
line). You also can donate via PayPal by going to the website:
thanksgivingbasketscanton.org and clicking the “donate” button at the bottom of
the page.
Volunteer: We have two major signups at St. Paul’s, Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9
a.m.-1p.m. and Tuesday, Oct. 21, from 6-8 p.m. Linda Kendrick is recruiting the
volunteers, and Nicole Marcum will organize the signups.
Spreading the word: We have flyers in the Narthex alerting people not only to
signups at St. Paul’s but throughout the community. Please get the word out; we
have never turned anyone away!

Our new breakfast (AND lunch) guests
Each Sunday morning for nearly four decades, Crossroads United Methodist has
been serving an “oatmeal breakfast” (actually eggs, bacon, waffles and toast) to
folks who stop in from throughout the community. Work on the church’s kitchen
threatened to derail the weekly gatherings, but St. Paul’s was able to help by
offering our kitchen and Guild Hall until their construction is done, likely in
December. So last week our doors opened at 5 for volunteers to begin preparation,
with serving of some 140 people from 6:30 until 9 a.m.
And our day and neighborliness is extending even further. An informal picnic
begun in the days before Centennial Plaza was built has been using Crossroads and
faced the same construction vs. nutrition issue. So they will be serving lunch from
St. Paul’s from 1-2 p.m. We are all invited to join them for lunch and/or to
volunteer.
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What does our building have to say to us

-- and we to each other?
The Discernment Committee is inviting everyone to experience St. Paul’s in a way
none of us has before.
On Oct. 24 and 25, we’ll be holding a retreat that includes a Friday evening
compline, preparing and sharing a meal and fully exploring the physical structure
of St. Paul’s to learn more about the voices of our past to help us discern our
future. Those who would like to are invited to spend the night and we’ve also
arranged rooms at the nearby Doubletree hotel. Then, on Saturday morning, we’ll
share breakfast and head out to better understand and map our neighborhood
before lending a hand with our oldest continuing ministry, H.O.T. (Harvest
Outreach Table) lunch. For more information, please see Linda Heitger.

St. Paul’s is hosting a League of Women Voters panel on

Immigration on Oct. 21
Dovetailing with our regular Courageous Conversations on Race Relations this
month is a special presentation by the League of Women Voters of the Canton area
on the impact and history of immigration in our community, state and nation. The
panel discussion is free and open to everyone.
As usual, our get-together on the third Tuesday of the month will begin with dinner

at 6 p.m. The immigration panel will begin at 6:30 p.m.

And speaking of voting, here’s a reminder that there’s an election coming up Nov.
4. The deadline to register to vote is tomorrow, and the Stark County Board of
Elections is open until 9 p.m. Early voting begins Tuesday and continues through
Nov. 2. Remember, though off-year elections don’t get all the attention of
presidential and congressional years, they’re vitally important to our community.
In Stark County, city council, judicial and school board races are on the ballot as is
a countywide Developmental Disabilities levy and, in Canton, a parks levy.

The special sound of Oct. 12
Next Sunday -- Bill and Linda Kendrick’s last before their move to Florida -- will
include a very special opportunity to hear music dear to Bill’s heart, and the
offertory anthem will be a piece that Bill wrote and arranged. He also will be the
organist for the choir during the anthem, the closing hymn and the postlude. Thank
you to Music Director Edward Grimes and Musician Emeritus Bill for giving us
this exceptional opportunity. And please, everyone, invite all you know who have
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been touched by Bill’s music and the love he and Linda have given St. Paul’s
throughout their lives.

A word to The Episcopal Church from the House of Bishops
September 16, 2025
Dear people of God,

The bishops of The Episcopal Church gathered in Juan Dolio, Dominican Republic, send
greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. We are deeply grateful for the generous
hospitality offered by our siblings in Christ in the Dominican Republic, and we give thanks for
the faithful and visionary leadership of their bishop, the Rt. Rev. Moisés Quezada Mota, and his
wife, Mary Jeannette. We also give thanks for the presence and leadership of our presiding
bishop, the Most Rev. Sean Rowe, and we renew our commitment to the work of missional
partnership and collaboration as together we seek to be a wholesome example for the entire flock
of Christ.

While gathered, we have been keenly aware of the pain, fear, and uncertainty experienced by
many in this present moment across our various contexts. On the first day of our meeting, we
received reports of yet another school shooting, followed by the news of yet another politically
motivated killing. The disturbing increase in political violence; the ongoing atrocities associated
with war and global conflict; the continued starvation of God’s children; the intimidation and
persecution of the vulnerable and those who have been marginalized; and the rise of
authoritarianism across the globe all require a robust Christian response.

We believe this response must be grounded in the Good News of the Gospel that injustice,
violence, suffering, and ultimately death itself, are not the last word. We commit ourselves and
invite the whole church to boldly proclaim by word and example that the cross and empty tomb
stand forever as signs of the decisive victory of God’s love over the forces of evil. We are being
called to embody the values and imperatives expressed in the teachings of Jesus, the One we
proclaim as Lord, who always stands with the poor, the vulnerable, the grieving, and the
oppressed.

In light of this, we are engaged in deep conversations concerning our voices as bishops in our
respective dioceses as well as our collective voice as the bishops of The Episcopal Church. These
conversations have been faithful and challenging and have revealed to us both the possibilities
and limits that exist with regard to speaking with a shared voice as your bishops. And yet, in this
moment, we are choosing possibilities over limitations. We believe we are called to bear witness
with clarity and unity to the power of the Gospel, and to the healing and transformative work of
the Holy Spirit in our lives, in our church, and in our world.

The challenges before us are myriad and varied according to our respective contexts. Our time
in the Dominican Republic has underscored for us that The Episcopal Church is composed of
many countries and cultures. Moreover, within our countries and cultures, we hold a diversity of
views concerning the challenges we face. And yet, we are one in Jesus Christ, bound together by
grace and our shared commitment to the fullness of our baptismal covenant.

We give thanks for the deep affection and friendships that exist among us as a community of
bishops. Cultivating such communities of disciples is a critical component of our witness to the
healing and reconciling power of God’s love in this present moment. We wish to express to the
whole church our profound gratitude for the countless ways in which this witness is already
made manifest, and for the immense trust you have placed in us as your bishops.

In the hope of Jesus, the One who is making all things new.




