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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m. 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
 
Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsoffice@att.net 
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 
 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Liturgy of the Word 
Officiant: Douglas Colmery 
Lay preacher: M.L. Schultze 
 
Readings and Psalm 

• Hosea 5:15--6:6 
• Psalm 50:7-15 
• Romans 4:13-25 
• Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  
 

Prelude: Prelude in G flat minor (J.S. Bach) 

St. Paul’s Mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal community in downtown 
Canton, grounded in faith, and called by God’s Love to minister to the world. 

 
The mission of The Episcopal Church is “to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ.” In step with that mission, we follow Jesus into 
loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, with each other, and 
with the earth. 

“Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.” 
“God Loves You. No Exceptions.” 

 

about:blank
about:blank
https://members.riteplanning.com/Home/Index/2026-6-7/0
https://members.riteplanning.com/Home/Index/2026-6-7/0
https://members.riteplanning.com/Home/Index/2026-6-7/0
https://members.riteplanning.com/Home/Index/2026-6-7/0
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The Word of God 
Please stand in body or spirit 

Entrance Hymn: The God of Abraham Praise (Leoni) (H 401) 
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Opening  Acclamation 
 
Please remain standing 
 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: Glory to God (Canticle 20) (S280) 
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The Collect of the Day 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things 
that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Please sit. 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15-6:6 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Hosea. 
 

15“I will return again to my place 
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
  In their distress they will beg my favor: 

 
 6:1‘Come, let us return to the Lord; 
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
  he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
 2After two days he will revive us; 
  on the third day he will raise us up, 
  that we may live before him. 
 3Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
 he will come to us like the showers, 
  like the spring rains that water the earth.’ 
 4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
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  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
 Your love is like a morning cloud, 
  like the dew that goes away early. 
 5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
 6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 50:7-15 
 

  7Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
 “O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
  for I am God, your God. 
 8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
  your offerings are always before me. 
 9I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
  nor he-goats out of your pens; 
 10For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
  the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 
 11I know every bird in the sky, * 
  and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
 12If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 13Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
  or drink the blood of goats? 
 14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
  and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 15Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.” 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome 
 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
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  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 
to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 
gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the 
words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. 
It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 
  
Reader 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Sequence Hymn: He sat to watch o’er customs paid (Breslau) (H 281) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please remain standing if able 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said 
to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
  10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting 
with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard this, he said, “Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
  18While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.” 19And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20Then suddenly a 
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and 
touched the fringe of his cloak, 21for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made 
well.” 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you 
well.” And instantly the woman was made well. 23When Jesus came to the leader’s house and 
saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24he said, “Go away; for the girl is not 
dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26And the report of this spread throughout 
that district. 
 
Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon: M.L. Schultze 
 
The Creed 
Please stand in body or spirit 
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We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please remain standing 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops, for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people. Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence 
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I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick especially Tom Lilly, Johanna Middleton, Viola 
Sullins, Linda Fogle, Peter Dench, Cara Warren, Alice Bolam, Molly and Nathan Weisel, 
Andrea, Marilyn Dickinson, Ed Denning, Doug Geissinger, Jackson, Gary, Richard 
Green, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Vicki Simpkins, Brinley 
Wyczalek, Ronnie Long and Xavier Hill. We pray also for the hungry, the 
oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they 
may find and be found by him. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 
Silence 
   
Marking National Gun Violence Awareness Month, we offer these special prayers  to 
counter gun violence in our world, in our nation and in our community. 
 

Giver of Life and Love, you created all people as one family and called us to live together 
in harmony and peace. Surround us with your love as we once again face the challenges 
and tragedies of gun violence. For our dear ones, for our neighbors, for strangers, and 
those known to you alone, 
Loving God,  
Make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Merciful God, bind up the wounds of all who suffer from gun violence, those maimed 
and disfigured, those left alone and grieving, and those who struggle to get through one 
more day. Bless them with your presence and help them find hope. For all whose lives 
are forever marked by the scourge of gun violence,  
Loving God,  
Make us instruments of your peace. 
 

God of Resurrection, may we not forget those who have died in the gun violence that we 
have allowed to become routine. Receive them into your heart and comfort us with your 
promise of eternal love and care. For all who have died in senseless shootings, those who 
die today, and those who will die tomorrow, 
Loving God, 
Make us instruments of your peace. 
 

God of Justice, help us, your church, find our voice. Empower us to change this broken 
world and to protest the needless deaths caused by gun violence. Give us power to rise 
above our fear that nothing can be done and grant us the conviction to advocate for 
change. For your dream of love and harmony, 
Loving God,  
Make us instruments of your peace. 
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Officiant O God, hear the prayers of your faithful people. Show us how to live in the 
spirit of our baptism, even when we are led into wild and hard places. Work through our 
confusion and doubt, and give us strength to resist the ways of the tempter. Amen. 
  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
 



12 
 

The Peace 
All stand in body or spirit 
 

Officiant      The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
Announcements 

 

The Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn:  O for a thousand tongues to sing (Azmon)  (H 
493) 
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Dismissal 
Officiant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

 

People:    Thanks be to God!  
 

 
Postlude: Spring Morning (Andrew Gant) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Officiant: Douglas Colmery 
Lay Preacher: M.L. Schultze 
Greeters: David Lewis 
Crucifer: Karl Roshong, Demetrius Carrothers 
Video: David Lewis  
Altar Guild: Barb Anderson and Karen Swope 
Lector: Valerie Frear 
Counters: Valerie Frear and Kelli Green 
 

 
Parish News 

 
Happy June Birthdays 

 

Bonnie Landers, 06/03 
Amarii DiMaria, 06/04 

Robert Vail, 06/06 
Marilyn Dickinson, 06/09 

Jordan Jurina, 06/15 
Serena Thurin, 06/17 
M.L. Schultze, 06/23 

 
Happy June Anniversaries 

 
Larry and Victoria Simpkins, 06/06 

Karl K. and Kim Roshong Sr., 06/11 
David and Karen Swope, 06/28 
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HOT needs you 
The parish’s oldest ongoing ministry, HOT Lunch, needs more volunteers. The 

fourth Saturday of each month 
(note the correction from last 
week’s announcement 
because the fourth is often, but 
not always, the last Saturday), 
we prepare and share a HOT 
meal with our neighbors. It’s a 
chance for us to get to know 
Canton a little better, but also 
to enjoy each other and 
volunteers from St. Mark’s and 
other groups in the city. The 
day usually begins at about 9 
a.m. and we’re finished by 1:30 
p.m. and people volunteer to 

help with some or all of the preparing, cooking, serving and cleaning up. You are 
very much needed! We’ll be meeting after service on Sunday June 14 to share 
more about the mission and the fun.  

 
 

A special reason to give to the loose plate today 
This is the first Sunday of June, meaning any loose-plate collections today go to 
the St. Paul’s discretionary fund to help people with items ranging from groceries 
to bus passes. This fund has helped meet the needs of people within our 
congregation and throughout our neighborhoods for decades.  
 

Recognizing the tragic costs of gun violence 
June is National Gun Violence Awareness Month, and those trying to make the 
nation and community safer are asking everyone to wear orange this weekend to 
honor lives lost to gun fire. (Orange is the color adopted for the cause by friends 
of Hadiya Pendelton, a young girl who marched in President Obama’s second 
inaugural parade and was killed a week later by shots fires on a playground in 
Chicago.)  
In Canton, this year’s gun deaths include a 12-year-old boy accidentally shot by 
his brother. A teenager was wounded in his front yard two weeks ago, and 
though no one was injured, shots recently disrupted a peaceful Sunday evening 
at the city’s Weis Park. The Stark County Interfaith Coalition was founded to try 
to head off the violence in our community and is holding an event at the Masonic 
Temple this afternoon to recognize the cause. 
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St. Paul’s will celebrate two special weekends this 
June, in the church and in the community 

Once again, St. Paul’s and Courageous Conversations will be participating in two 
important and fun events in Canton: Stark Pride and the Juneteenth festivals. 
The Pride festival will 
celebrate the LGBTQ+ 
community in Stark County 
downtown at Centennial 
Plaza on June 13th. The day 
includes music, food, 
marches and other events 
and members of the five Stark 
County area Episcopal 
churches will be participating 
together. The following day, 
Sunday, June 14, we’ll 
incorporate special inclusive 
prayers in our service. 
 
Juneteenth marks the day Union troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 
1865, to ensure all enslaved people were freed. Canton’s two-day festival is in 
Nimisilla Park on June 20th and 21st. And on Sunday, June 21st, we’ll welcome 

Bishop Abraham D. Allende as 
our guest celebrant at St. 
Paul’s. Also, this year, there’s 
an additional evening of 
celebration as the Stark 
County Black History Museum 
debuts its exhibition “A Legacy 
Revived: Exploring Stark 
County’s Rich Black History” 
at the McKinley Presidential 
Library beginning at 6 p.m. 
June 19th. The free exhibit 
previews the full opening of 
the new museum at the 
presidential library next 

February and will include food trucks and dancers from the Ivory Coast.  
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The Diocese comes to Canton 
Here some of the moments 
from the Diocesan Regional 
Gathering at St. Paul’s on 

Friday, May 29, captured by 
David Rotthoff. 


