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Welcome to St. Paul’s
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Our mission
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and called by God’s Love to minister to the world.

13" Sunday after Pentecost
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Psalm 1

Philemon 1-21

Luke 14: 25-33

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

Prelude: White Note Paraphrase, James MacMillan



about:blank
mailto:stpaulsoffice@currently.com
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#gsp1

The Word of God

Please stand if able

Entrance Hymn: Not Here for High and Holy Things (Morning Song)

(H9)
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Opening Acclamation

Please remain standing
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE: God, when I came into this life (Dunlap’s
Creek) (MHSO 123)
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Words: Fred Kaan (b. 1929) © 1979 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Co., 380 S. Main PI., Carol Stream, IL 60188
[www.hopepublishing.com].) All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Dunlap's Creek, Freeman Lewis, arr. Margaret W. Mealy © Margaret W. Mealy. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud

who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




The Lessons

Please be seated.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A Reading from Deuteronomy.

13See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '°If you obey
the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless
you in the land that you are entering to possess. !"But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, '*I declare to you
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. '°I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 2°loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him;
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that

the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 1

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water,

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

STherefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

®For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Second Reading: Philemon 1-21

A Reading from Paul’s letter to Philemon.




"Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. ¢l pray that the sharing of
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for
Christ. ’T have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your
duty, °yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old
man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°I am appealing to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. !'Formerly he was
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. '2I am sending him,
that is, my own heart, back to you. '*I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; “but I preferred to do
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. *Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so
that you might have him back forever, '°no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in
the Lord.

17S0 if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. '®If he
has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. '°I, Paul,
am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me
even your own self. 2°Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh
my heart in Christ. 2!Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn: Take up your cross (Bourbon) (H 675)
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Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33

Please stand if able

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

2Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 2*“Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 2’ Whoever does not carry the cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple. 2*For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete

it? 2Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will
begin to ridicule him, %saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to

finish.” 3!Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.**So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

Celebrant ~ The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby

The Creed

Please stand if able
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,




maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Please remain standing

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.




We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; we pray especially for
Shirley Brown, Nicole Marcum, Marilyn Dickinson, Joanne Dickinson Marino, Cara
Warren, Jackson, Gary Pelger, Richard Green, Steve Hamilton, Paul Schmucker, Bonnie
Landers, Marcia, Deborah Starkey, Ed Denning, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner,
Frances Beacon, Tammy Huff, Vicki Simpkins, and others we name silently or aloud.
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.

Please say the St. Paul’s Discernment Prayer together:

O Lord our God,

May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your commandment of
loving our neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how best to
serve you.

We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you.

We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership.

And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: God who shines in the darkness,
receive these prayers and the prayers of our hearts,
in the name of the one who is your light,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
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by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Church Announcements

Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence (psaim 50:14)

The Celebrant says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Ave verum corpus, Edward Elgar

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
ST

SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (WLP 858)
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” &

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.




By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM: Christ our Passover (H #S152)
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Spiritual Communion

Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online
and receiving communion spiritually.

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the

Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not

altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your
word and Spirit. Amen.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free bread. If you
come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your chest. If you are
interested in being baptized, please contact the Priest of the parish.

COMMUNION HYMN: Everywhere I Go (MHSO 143)
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Words and Music: Natalie Sleeth, arr. Charlotte Larsen © 1992 Choristers Guild, 2834 West Kingsley
Road, Garland, TX 75041-2498. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,




and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
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The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and

remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: When in our Music God is Glorified (Engelberg)
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Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia!

People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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Postlude: Pageant, June Nixon

TODAY'’S SERVERS:

Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby
Greeters: David Lewis

Crucifer: Douglas Colmery

Eucharistic Minister: Demetrius Carrothers
Video: David Lewis

Altar Guild: Kelli Green and Linda Kendrick
Lector: Valerie Frear

Counters: M.L. Schultze and Valerie Frear

Announcements
Happy September Birthdays
Joe Ashby, Sept. 2 Janet Lewton, Sept. 23
Bradley Swinderman, Sept. 9 Ellis Wade, Sept. 23
Craig May, Sept. 12 Jessica Patterson, Sept. 25
JoAnne Miller, Sept. 20 Sutton Wade, Sept. 27
John Papadeonise, Sept. 21 Carol Duncan, Sept. 28

Happy SeptemberAnniversaries

John & Samantha Papadeonise, Sept. 20
Tammy & Joseph Patterson, Sept. 23
Molly & Sean Ryan, Sept. 23

St. Paul’s email alert
St. Paul’s email address has been disrupted, so if you
need to contact the office, please send your email to
stpaulsoffice@currently.com. Or you can call 330-455-
0286.

A special lunch today
The Daughters of the King have laid out a special luncheon following today’s
service. Join us for good food and fellowship as St. Paul’s celebrates the year to
come.
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And speaking of Daughters of the King ...
The Daughters of the King will hold their Diocesan Fall Assembly at
Christ Church, Oberlin, on Saturday, September 27. The event begins
with Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. in the Church, followed by a presentation
by Fr. Andy McQuery on “A Greater Cloud of Witnesses: New
Additions to the Calendar of Saints,” lunch, and other activities in the
Parish Hall, concluding with prayer at 2:00 p.m. The cost (including
lunch) is $10. Financial aid is available. As their service project, the
Daughters will be collecting feminine hygiene products for donation. All

women in the Diocese are invited. Please click here or go to this link
https://files.constantcontact.com/cc8¢c7600401/6e305401-1147-4453-
a261-4ea75eccb17d.pdf?rdr=true for the registration form.

Help change a family’s life, one Friday night a month
St. Paul’s has hosted NA (Narcotics Anonymous) and AA (Alcoholics
Anonymous) groups each week for some 20 years. We were
the last in Stark County to suspend and first to resume in-
person meetings during the Covid outbreak because we
realized how crucial the person-to-person support is. Our
groups meet Thursday, Friday and Saturdays in our library
and community room.
We’ve discovered that some parents, especially on Friday nights, have custody or
care of their sons and daughters and have no options other than to bring them to the
meetings. Two dynamics happen at that point: the children hear what they often
should not or the parents don’t share what they need to. We’ve consulted the NA
leader to see if providing some activities for the children during the meetings
would be useful and got an emphatic yes.
So, St. Paul's will provide activities for children who are brought to the Friday
(NA) meetings held in the Guild Hall starting Oct. 3. This will allow time for NA
to spread word throughout its community. We have invited other downtown
churches to join the effort and are asking for support in the following ways:

e Serving once a month on Fridays from 7-9 p.m. in teams of two or
(preferably) three to provide activities for the children in the Guild Hall. All
participants must complete Safe Church Training and attend an orientation
meeting.

e Donate new or gently used children's books, arts and crafts supplies.

e Provide healthy snacks

e Make a monetary donation

®
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The larger the pool of volunteers, the better the chances of success. Help make that
success by contacting Kelli Green kelli.green02@gmail.com

Harvest your backyard gardens

It’s the time of year when vegetable gardens really
show their stuff, even in this year of drought. The folks
who host our monthly HOT lunch with our neighbors
(the fourth Saturday of each month) would love to put
some of that bounty to use by providing a meal of
stuffed green peppers — one of the most popular meals
we serve. Please, if you have extra from your own
garden or spot a deal on a bushel or two at produce stands, farmers markets, etc.,
contact Carol Sutek at carolsrn@aol.com so we can put them to use.

Be transformed
We look forward to gathering for the 209th Annual Diocesan Convention, which
will take place November 14-15, 2025, at the Greystone Event Center (50 Riffel
Rd, Wooster, OH 44691). This year’s convention theme, “Sources of
Transformation,” invites us to reflect on the rhythms and practices that have
shaped Christian community since the early Church: prayer and worship, study and
learning, life in community, and action. These core commitments continue to form
and transform us as disciples of Jesus. At Convention, we will engage not only in
the important work of governance and leadership, but also in moments of
connection, reflection, and renewal -- drawing on these sources that transform our
faith and sustain our common life. This gathering is for the whole diocese — all are
welcome to register to attend.
Schedule Overview:
e Friday, November 14

Join us at the Greystone Event Center for the Convention Eucharist,

followed by a festive banquet and a joyful celebration of the 90th birthday of

the Rt. Rev. Arthur Williams, Jr.

e Saturday, November 15

Convention business including the Episcopal Address, consideration of

resolutions, Constitution and Canons amendments, congregational

development and relationship building through table conversations, reports

on ministries of the diocese, elections, and more.

Registration will open September 9.
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We look forward to a Convention shaped by prayer, connection, joy, and a shared
sense of purpose. Please see Demi Carrothers bigd7880@icloud.com if you’d like

to attend.

Women's weekend retreat at Bellwether
All women are invited to join us at Bellwether for a weekend retreat filled with
fellowship, quiet reflection, meditation, learning, and spiritual awareness. The
retreat will run from Nov. 21- 22. Sign-up details to follow. Whether you come
seeking connection, renewal, or simply a peaceful pause—just come. You’re
warmly encouraged to stay beyond the program for an unstructured Saturday
evening and Sunday morning brunch with Morning Prayer. Mark your calendars
now—you won’t want to miss this time apart in a beautiful, restful setting. You
can also assist the Episcopal Church Women by filling out this survey. Sponsored
by Episcopal Church Women.

Grant opportunities for St. Paul’s: Give us your ideas
The Episcopal Community Services grant application for 2026 will open on Sept.
2. The office helps build Episcopal identity, collaboration and community in
northern Ohio through strategic grant-making on behalf of the people of the
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio. In the past, grants have helped fund St. Paul’s HOT
meals and Courageous Conversations on Race Relations.
“Faith communities apply for financial support to create partnerships that
strengthen communities, give in spiritual fidelity to God, and serve the world as the
very body of Jesus.”
In 2025, community services distributed nearly $155,000 to 24 grant applicants.
“Our hearts, like yours, want to fund generously and we work thoughtfully with
prayer in the distribution process for every applicant.”

»
“ ome

Bible Study resumes THIS Wednesday

After a bit of a summer break, the Bible Study group will be gathering again
beginning this Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the St. Paul’s Library. The gatherings are
open to everyone looking to explore the historical, spiritual and human contexts
that deepen our faith. Enjoy books, videos and each other!

¥
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20

St. Paul’s Discernment Prayer
O Lord our God,
May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
embrace your commandment of loving our neighbors as
you have loved us while we discern who we are and how
best to serve you.

We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you.
We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new
leadership.

And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you
lead us.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sermon notes:




