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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m. 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
 
Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsoffice@att.net or 
stpaulsoffice@currently.com 
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 
 

 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
 
Readings and Psalm 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 121 
2 Timothy 3:13-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  
 
Prelude: Andante sostenuto, Herbert Howells 
 

Our mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal 
community in downtown Canton, grounded in faith, 
and called by God’s Love to minister to the world. 

about:blank
about:blank
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The Word of God 
 

Entrance Hymn: Lamp of our feet (H 627)  

 
 
Please remain standing 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE: God, when I came into this life (Dunlap’s 
Creek) (MHSO 123) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with 
steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
Please sit. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 
 
A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
 
 22[Jacob] got up [at night] and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok.23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 
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everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, 
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you 
ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have 
seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed 
Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 121 
  1I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the Lord, * 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3He will not let your foot be moved * 
  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
 4Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
  shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
 5The Lord himself watches over you; * 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
 6So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
  it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 8The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
  from this time forth for evermore. 
 

 
READING: 2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5 
 

A Reading from Paul's second letter to Timothy. 
14As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be 
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with 
the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
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desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, 
always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand if able 

Sequence Hymn: Jesus describes a forceful woman (VF 25) 
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Please remain standing if able  
GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
 
Officiant 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 1Jesus told [the disciples] a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He 
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In 
that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 
and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 
so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what 
the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 
night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon: The Rev. Joe Ashby 
 
The Creed 
Please stand if able 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please remain standing 
 
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially Peggy Neidig, Molly 
and Nathan Weisel, Kay Tedrick, Andrea, Marilyn Dickinson, Joanne, Cara Warren, Jackson, 
Gary, Richard Green, Steve Hamilton, Bonnie Landers, Marcia, Deborah Starkey, Ed Denning, 
John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Tammy Huff, Vicki Simpkins, Ashley 
Stroud and others we name silently or aloud. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
(Silence and individual petitions) 
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Please say the St. Paul’s Discernment Prayer together: 
O Lord our God, 
May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your commandment of loving our 
neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how best to serve you. 
We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you. 
We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership. 
And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant: God who shines in the darkness, 
receive these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, 
in the name of the one who is your light, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
All stand. 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Church Announcements 
 
Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence (Psalm 50:14) 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Through all the World Below, Robert 
Lehman 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The People remain standing. 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new 
life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
♪♪♪ 
 
 
SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (WLP 858) 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” ♪ 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” ♪ 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM: Christ our Passover (H #S152) 

 
Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online 
and receiving communion spiritually. 
 
Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word and Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free bread. If you come to the 
communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your chest. If you are interested in being 
baptized, please contact the Priest of the parish. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: Sweet hour of prayer (LEVAS 178) 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn: When Morning Gilds the Skies (Laudes Domini) 
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Dismissal 
Celebrant   Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People        Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
Postlude: Sortie Joyeuse, Andrew Moore 
 
 
TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
Parish musician: Edward Grimes 
Greeters: David Lewis  
Crucifer: Karl Roshong 
Eucharistic Minister: Douglas Colmery 
Video: David Lewis and David Rotthoff 
Altar Guild: Shirley Brown and Karen Merrin Swope 
Lector: Jan Smuda 
Counters: Kelli Green and M.L. Schultze 
 

 
Announcements 

 
October Birthdays 
Holly Hillen, 10/1 
Dorothy Oloya, 10/1 
Richard Anderson, 10/2 
Mark Heitger, 10/2 
In memoriam, Jared Marcum, 10/3 
Victor Sutek, 10/14 
Shirley Brown, 10/14 

 
Donald Stauffer, 10/18 
Rebecca Geissinger, 10/19 
Nicole Marcum, 10/19 
Michael Lewton, 10/20 
Rebecca Patterson, 10/20 
Jeffrey Nowlin, 10/22 
Samuel Wade, 10/25
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October Anniversaries 
Victoria and Kraig Suba Roshong, 10/13 
Linda and Mark Heitger, 10/24 
Barb and Richard Anderson, 10/27 
 
 

St. Paul’s and Thanksgiving Baskets 
Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown has served hundreds of families each year by 
supplying them with the makings for Thanksgiving meals, including turkeys. And 
for decades, the people of St. Paul’s have been a key ingredient -- donating money 
and countless hours as volunteers. 
This year, in wake of the closing of StarkFresh, we have been very fortunate in 
finding a new partner in Giant Eagle, which is supplying us with turkeys and gift 
cards. While they’ve worked with us to keep the cost of the turkeys low and 
maximize the value of the gift cards, the all-volunteer effort still costs about 
$40,000 a year. You can help in several ways: 
Donations: Make your checks payable to Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown 
directly or via St. Paul’s (with Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown in the memo 
line). You also can donate via PayPal by going to the website: 
thanksgivingbasketscanton.org and clicking the “donate” button at the bottom of 
the page. 
Volunteer: The second of our signups is Tuesday night from 6-8 p.m. Nicole 
Marcum is organizing the volunteers. 
Spreading the word: We have flyers in the Narthex alerting people not only to 
signups at St. Paul’s but throughout the community. Please get the word out; we 
have never turned anyone away! 
 

Lock in on where our building and the Spirit are leading us 
Oct. 24 and 25 
By Linda Heitger 

This is probably one of the craziest things you might have heard of! 
The Discernment Committee is planning a Lock-In at St. Paul’s to help determine 
what the physical and spiritual building of St. Paul’s is asking us to do with this big 
beautiful building.  
What better way to understand the gift the building of St. Paul’s is then to spend 
the night in it to experience the Holiness of the building. Many of us walk into the 
building, go to the sanctuary then the Guild Hall but never experience or explore 
the rest of the building. 
For example, we provide a space for Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics 
Anonymous in our Undercroft. Have you been downstairs to see what the area 
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looks like? There were four of us who went to Old Trinity Tiffin in August. One of 
the things that stuck out to me was the question: “What does the area look like that 
you are offering to people?” Is it a place where you would feel comfortable?  
In September, when Father Alan Cowart from St. John’s Cuyahoga Falls came to 
talk with us, he asked us a question: “If you were starting St. Paul’s right now, how 
much space would we need?’ We know that St. Paul’s was built at a time when the 
population of Canton was growing and thriving. People belonged to churches 
because it was one of the ways to belong to a community. Children’s sports teams 
and other ways to be in community were not as available to people as they are 
now.  
St. Paul’s building has been a home for many of us. As a young child, I can 
remember Mrs. Nettie Cox and the Children’s Chapel. As a teenager, I remember 
hosting “dances” for early teens because there was nowhere else to go, painting the 
room above the acolyte room as our Youth Group Room. As an adult, I remember 
spending the night in the building for diocesan youth events, hosting a memorial 
service for families who had a perinatal loss and hosting a health ministries’ 
conference. We all have our memories of this building. 
As we know from multiple church growth programs, everything has a life cycle. 
The question is, how are we going to help this building grow into something new 
again? We need to think way out of any box! We need to let the Holy Spirit lead us 
into how God would like us to use this building. We are in the early stages of 
discerning God’s plan for the building of St. Paul’s.   
We are planning an overnight in which we will make dinner together, do the dishes 
together, experience the different areas of the building together and listen to what 
the building is saying.  
We will meet at 6 p.m. on Friday Oct. 24 to make dinner together, do the dishes 
together and have experiences in the different parts of the building. We will end at 
10 pm with Compline in the undercroft. People may spend the night in the 
building, make arrangements to spend the night in the DoubleTree Hotel on Market 
Avenue or go home and then come back in the morning. 
We will start Saturday morning with a form of morning prayer at 8 am. We will 
make breakfast together and have a walking tour of the neighborhood that 
surrounds St. Paul’s. We will then meet the community who comes to HOT and 
close with noon-day prayer.  
I hope that if you are not able to attend this overnight, that you will keep this 
weekend in your prayers. I also hope that if you are not able to attend the overnight 
that you may have a chance at another time to take a journey through the building 
and listen to What the Spirit is Saying.  
Peace and Love, 
Linda  
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The new Archbishop of Canterbury 
The new leader of the 85-million-member Anglican Communion worldwide is a 
63-year-former nurse who specialized in treating cancer patients. Sarah Mullally is 
also the first woman to be selected archbishop of Canterbury, following an 

unbroken succession of 105 men. 
 
Her selection was hailed as 
breaking the stained-glass ceiling 
by the Episcopal Church and many 
other parts of the worldwide 
communion but also lambasted by 
some in conservative Anglican 
communities who see no place for 
a woman in the role. 
 
Experts in the church told the New 

York Times they expect Bishop Mullally to be a pastoral leader. At the 
announcement of her appointment at Canterbury Cathedral, she noted that 
“washing feet has shaped my Christian vocation as a nurse, then a priest, then a 
bishop.” 
 
“In the apparent chaos which surrounds us, in the midst of such profound global 
uncertainty,” she said, “the possibility of healing lies in acts of kindness and love.” 
Yet she has weighed in on social issues. Then bishop of London, she addressed 
Britain’s House of Lords last month to oppose a bill that would legalize medically 
assisted dying for people with terminal illnesses. She said it would threaten the 
most vulnerable people. “If passed, the bill will signal that we are a society that 
believes that some lives are not worth living.” 
 
In the Anglican church, she chaired a working group that debated same-sex 
marriage and authored the principles to bless same-sex couples. (The Episcopal 
Church recognizes same-sex marriage and has, since 1994, prohibited 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. It’s first openly gay bishop, Gene 
Robinson, was ordained in 2003.) Archbishop-designate Mullally also has 
chastised the church for its failure to protect young people from abuse. 
 
Before becoming a cleric, Archbishop-designate Mullally was the chief nursing 
officer of England, the youngest person to hold that job, and an administrator with 
Britain’s National Health Service. She has spoken of the lifelong challenges of her 
dyslexia. 
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She will be formally installed next year, giving her six years before she reaches the 
church’s mandatory retirement age of 70. 
 
In her announcement speech, she said despite its differences, the Anglican 
Communion has its strengths. “In an age that craves certainty and tribalism, 
Anglicanism offers something quieter but stronger: shared history, held in tension, 
shaped by prayer and lit from within by the glory of Christ.” 
 
 

 


