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The Word of God

Please stand if able

Entrance Hymn: O all ye works of God, now come (Irish) (H 428)
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1 O all ye works of God, now come to thank him
2 0O sun and moon and stars of heaven, your end - less
3 0 heat and cold, O night and day, (@) storms and
4 O earth and sea, O all that live in wa - ter
5 O let  his peo - ple bless the Lord like right - eous
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1 and a - dore; ) an - gels, sing and
2 praise out - pour; O chang - ing sea -  sons,
3  thun - der’s roar, O fields and for - ests,
4 or on shore, O men and WO - men,
5 souls of yore; let those of ho - ly,
, =) | | J d J .
e OO L4 ® ¢ | >  — -
# a S — ] —T— ™ 1 —1 —
~—_r f \ — | w !
e e =A\a, =
6 e | o 5 * | e & o |
—r s 57 i P F g f
1 bless the Lord and praise him ev - er - more.
2 bless the Lord and praise him ev - er - more.
3 Dbless the Lord and praise him ev - er - more,.
4 Dbless the Lord and praise him ev - er - more.
5 hum - ble heart come praise him ev - er - more.
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6 So let us glorify and bless
the God we bow before,
the Father, Holy Spirit, Son,
and praise him evermore.
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Please remain standing if able

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE: God, when I came into this life (Dunlap’s
Creek) (MHSO 123)
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1 God, when I came in - to this life, you called me
2 You give me free - dom__ to Dbe-lieve; to - day 1
3 In all the ten - sions__ of my life, be - tween my
4 So help me in my____  un - be - lief and let my
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faith and __ doubt, let your great__ Spi - it
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mit__ my - self, re - spond-ing to your claim.
of ___  the__ church I add my learn - ing voice.
give__ me__ hope, sus - tain me, lead me out.
on___ the__ earth, my sights set high on you.

Words: Fred Kaan (b. 1929) © 1979 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Co., 380 S. Main PI., Carol Stream, IL 60188
[www.hopepublishing.com].) All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Dunlap's Creek, Freeman Lewis, arr. Margaret W. Mealy © Margaret W. Mealy. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.




Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

Please sit.

FIRST READING: Sirach 35:12-17

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach.

12Give to the Most High as he has given to you,

and as generously as you can afford.

BFor the Lord is the one who repays,
and he will repay you sevenfold.

“Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it;
Sand do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice;

for the Lord is the judge,
and with him there is no partiality.

!SHe will not show partiality to the poor;
but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged.

"He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan,
or the widow when she pours out her complaint.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 84:1-6
"How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
’The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
SHappy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
“Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
A Reading from Paul's second letter to Timothy.




®As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has

come. 'T have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. *From now on
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

16 At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted
against them! '"But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s
mouth. '®The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom.
To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand if able
Sequence Hymn: Lord Jesus think on me (Barnfield) (WLP 798)
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Please remain standing if able

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

%[Jesus] told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt:'*“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. ''The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you
that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. '*I fast
twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” '*But the tax collector, standing far off, would not
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!” "I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby

The Creed
Please stand if able

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven




and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Please remain standing

Celebrant: Let us cry out to God for peace and a time of healing.

Leader

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Anne, our bishop, for Fr. Joe and Mother Kay, for this holy
gathering, and for the people of God in every place.

Hear our prayer.

For all those holding and seeking elective office, for mercy, justice, and peace among all
peoples.
Hear our prayer.

For good weather, abundant fruits of the earth, and peaceful times.
Hear our prayer.

For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions, and all those we love.
Hear our prayer.

For orphans and widows, the sick and the suffering, especially Cara Warren, Peggy Neidig,
Molly and Nathan Weisel, Deb Husted, Andrea, Marilyn Dickinson, Ed Denning, Bonnie
Landers, Joanne, Jackson, Gary, Richard Green, Kay Tedrick, Steve Hamilton, Marcia, Deborah
Starkey, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Tammy Huff, Vicki Simpkins,
Ashley Stroud and others we name silently or aloud; for travelers and strangers, and all with
heavy burdens.

Hear our prayer.

For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead, we pray.
Hear our prayer.

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need.
Hear our prayer.

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer
ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.
Hear our prayer.




Let us pray for our own needs and for those of others, silently or aloud.
Silence

Please say the St. Paul’s Discernment Prayer together:

O Lord our God,

May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your commandment of loving our
neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how best to serve you.

We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you.

We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership.

And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Celebrant: God of sinners, hear the prayers we offer this day, rescue us from every evil, and save
us for your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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Church Announcements

Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence (psaim 50:14)
The Celebrant says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Come thou font of every blessing, arr.
Mark Schweizer

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
JI7

SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (WLP 858)
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” J

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” &

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
FRACTION ANTHEM: Christ our Passover (H #S152)

This setting is not wused in Lent.
L 1
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There-fore  let us keep the feast. Al-le -Iu - ia.

This setting may be sung full by all, or by the choiy, or as a versicle and vesponse,

Spiritual Communion
Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online
and receiving communion spiritually.

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the

Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to come
spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word and Spirit.
Amen.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free bread. If you come to the
communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your chest. If you are interested in being
baptized, please contact the Priest of the parish.

COMMUNION HYMN: Let us with a gladsome mind (Monkland)
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6 All things living he doth feed,
his full hand supplies their need:

Refrain

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

7 Let us, with a gladsome mind,
praise the Lord, for he is kind:

Refrain

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
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The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and

remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: All who love and serve your city (Charterhouse)

(H571)
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3 In your day of wealth and  plen - ty, wast - ed
4 For all days are days of  judg-ment, and  the
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1 peace and jus - tice, all who curse and all who bless,
2 love re - treat - ing, seek the Lord, who is  your life.
3 word of Je - sus, “I must work while it is day.”
4 world that spurns him, of - fering peace from Cal- vary’s hill.
5 Judge, our Glo - ry; be its name, “The Lord is there!”
Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia!

People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude: Chorale, Alex Viner

TODAY’S SERVERS:

Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby

Parish musician: Edward Grimes

Greeters: David Lewis

Crucifer: Karl Roshong

Eucharistic Minister: Demetrius Carrothers

Video: David Lewis and David Rotthoff

Altar Guild: Demetrius Carrothers and Shirley Brown
Lector: Valerie Frear

Counters: Kelli Green and David Rotthoff

Announcements

October Birthdays

Holly Hillen, 10/1

Dorothy Oloya, 10/1

Richard Anderson, 10/2

Mark Heitger, 10/2

In memoriam, Jared Marcum, 10/3
Victor Sutek, 10/14

Shirley Brown, 10/14

Donald Stauffer, 10/18
Rebecca Geissinger, 10/19
Nicole Marcum, 10/19
Michael Lewton, 10/20
Rebecca Patterson, 10/20
Jeffrey Nowlin, 10/22
Samuel Wade, 10/25
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October Anniversaries

Victoria and Kraig Suba Roshong, 10/13
Linda and Mark Heitger, 10/24

Barb and Richard Anderson, 10/27

If you've never attended a Book Club meeting before, this
Tuesday’s the time

Over the last seven years-plus, our Social Justice Book Club has read and discussed works
ranging from New York Times bestsellers to local histories. Often during those discussions, we
reference the letter Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote from the Birmingham Jail calling for good
people to do something to make the Civil Rights struggle their own.

So we have decided this Tuesday to share the letter itself, reading it aloud as we gather to more
fully understand how the passionate entreaty of more than 60 years ago applies today.

We would love everyone to join us, and to also come with ideas for books we will share in 2026.
Our get-togethers begin in the Guild Hall at 6:30 p.m. with light snacks.

If you cannot attend, please, take time to read and pray over these excerpts from Dr. King’s
heartfelt challenge.

Letter from the Birmingham Jail
Excerpts from the Bill of Rights Institute
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

April 16, 1963

My Dear Fellow Clergymen,

While confined here in the Birmingham City Jail, I came across your recent statement calling our
present activities “unwise and untimely.” Seldom, if ever, do I pause to answer criticism of my
work and ideas ... But since I feel that you are men of genuine good will and your criticisms are
sincerely set forth, I would like to answer your statement in what I hope will be patient and
reasonable terms.

I think I should give the reason for my being in Birmingham, since you have been influenced by
the argument of “outsiders coming in.” I have the honor of serving as president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, an organization operating in every Southern state with
headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. We have some 85 affiliate organizations all across the South ...
Several months ago our local affiliate here in Birmingham invited us to be on call to engage in a
nonviolent direct action program if such were deemed necessary. We readily consented.

In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic steps: 1) collection of the facts to determine
whether injustices are alive; 2) negotiation; 3) self-purification; and 4) direct action. We have
gone through all of these steps in Birmingham ... Birmingham is probably the most thoroughly
segregated city in the United States. Its ugly record of police brutality is known in every section
of the country. Its unjust treatment of Negroes in the courts is a notorious reality. There have
been more unsolved bombings of Negro homes and churches in Birmingham than in any city in
this nation. These are the hard, brutal, and unbelievable facts. On the basis of these conditions
Negro leaders sought to negotiate with the city fathers. But the political leaders consistently
refused to engage in good faith negotiation.
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Then came the opportunity last September to talk with some of the leaders of the economic
community. In these negotiating sessions certain promises were made by the merchants—such as
the promise to remove the humiliating racial signs from the stores. On the basis of these
promises Reverend Shuttlesworth and the leaders of the Alabama Christian Movement for
Human Rights agreed to call a moratorium on any type of demonstrations. As the weeks and
months unfolded we realized that we were the victims of a broken promise. The signs remained.
As in so many experiences in the past, we were confronted with blasted hopes, and the dark
shadow of a deep disappointment settled upon us. So we had no alternative except that of
preparing for direct action, whereby we would present our very bodies as a means of laying our
case before the conscience of the local and national community. We were not unmindful of the
difficulties involved. So we decided to go through the process of self-purification. We started
having workshops on nonviolence and repeatedly asked ourselves the questions, “are you able to
accept the blows without retaliating?” “Are you able to endure the ordeals of jail?”

You may well ask, “Why direct action? Why sit-ins, marches, etc.? Isn’t negotiation a better
path?” You are exactly right in your call for negotiation. Indeed, this is the purpose of direct
action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis and establish such creative tension
that a community that has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue.

My friends, I must say to you that we have not made a single gain in civil rights without legal
and nonviolent pressure. History is the long and tragic story of the fact that privileged groups
seldom give up their privileges voluntarily. Individuals may see the moral light and give up their
unjust posture; but as Reinhold Niebuhr has reminded us, groups are more immoral than
individuals.

We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it
must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly I have never yet engaged in a direct action
movement that was “well timed,” according to the timetable of those who have not suffered
unduly from the disease of segregation. For years now I have heard the word “Wait!” It rings in
the ear of every Negro with a piercing familiarity. This “wait” has almost always meant “never.”
It has been a tranquilizing Thalidomide, relieving the emotional stress for a moment, only to give
birth to an ill-formed infant of frustration. We must come to see with the distinguished jurist of
yesterday that “justice too long delayed is justice denied.” We have waited for more than 340
years for our constitutional and God-given rights. The nations of Asia and Africa are moving
with jetlike speed toward the goal of political independence, and we still creep at horse and
buggy pace toward the gaining of a cup of coffee at a lunch counter.

I guess it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say wait. But
when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters
and brothers at whim; when you have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even
kill your black brothers and sisters with impunity; when you see the vast majority of your 20
million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent
society; when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you seek to
explain to your six-year-old daughter why she can’t go to the public amusement park that has
just been advertised on television, and see the tears welling up in her little eyes when she is told
that Funtown is closed to colored children, and see the depressing clouds of inferiority begin to
form in her little mental sky, and see her begin to distort her little personality by unconsciously
developing a bitterness toward white people; when you have to concoct an answer for a five-
year-old son who is asking in agonizing pathos: “Daddy, why do white people treat colored
people so mean?” when you take a cross country drive and find it necessary to sleep night after



18

night in the uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no motel will accept you; when
you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs reading “white” men and “colored”;
when your first name becomes “nigger” and your middle name becomes “boy” (however old you
are) and your last name becomes “John,” and when your wife and mother are never given the
respected title of “Mrs.”; when you are harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you
are a Negro, living constantly at tip-toe stance, never quite knowing what to expect next, and
plagued with inner fears and outer resentments; when you are forever fighting a degenerating
sense of “nobodiness”—then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait. There comes a
time when the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer willing to be plunged into an
abyss of injustice where they experience the bleakness of corroding despair. I hope, sirs, you can
understand our legitimate and unavoidable impatience.

I must make two honest confessions to you, my Christian and Jewish brothers. First, I must
confess that over the last few years I have been gravely disappointed with the white moderate. |
have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro’s great stumbling block in the
stride toward freedom is not the White citizens’ “Councilor” or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the
white moderate who is more devoted to “order” than to justice; who prefers a negative peace
which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is the presence of justice; who
constantly says “I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I can’t agree with your methods of
direst action” who paternistically feels that he can set the timetable for another man’s freedom;
who lives by the myth of time and who constantly advises the Negro to wait until a “more
convenient season.” Shallow understanding from people of good will is more frustrating than
absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more
bewildering than outright rejection.

You spoke of our activity in Birmingham as extreme. At first [ was rather disappointed that
fellow clergymen would see my nonviolent efforts as those of an extremist. I started thinking
about the fact that I stand in the middle of two opposing forces in the Negro community. One is a
force of complacency made up of Negroes who, as a result of long years of oppression, have
been so completely drained of self-respect and a sense of “somebodiness” that they have adjusted
to segregation, and a few Negroes in the middle class who, because of a degree of academic and
economic security, and at points they profit from segregation, have unconsciously become
insensitive to the problems of the masses. The other force is one of bitterness and hatred and
comes perilously close to advocating violence. It is expressed in the various black nationalist
groups that are springing up over the nation, the largest and best known being Elijah
Muhammad’s Muslim movement. This movement is nourished by the contemporary frustration
over the continued existence of racial discrimination. It is made up of people who have lost faith
in America, who have absolutely repudiated Christianity, and who have concluded that the white
man is an incurable “devil.”

The Negro has many pent-up resentments and latent frustrations. He has to get them out. So let
him march sometime; let him have his prayer pilgrimages to the city hall; understand why he
must have sit-ins and freedom rides. If his repressed emotions do not come out in these
nonviolent ways, they will come out in ominous expressions of violence. This is not a threat; it is
a fact of history. So I have not said to my people, “Get rid of your discontent.” But I have tried to
say that this normal and healthy discontent can be channeled through the creative outlet of
nonviolent direct action.

In spite of my shattered dreams of the past, I came to Birmingham with the hope that the white
religious leadership in the community would see the justice of our cause and, with deep moral
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concern, serve as the channel through which our just grievances could get to the power structure.
I had hoped that each of you would understand. But again I have been disappointed. I have heard
numerous religious leaders of the South call upon their worshippers to comply with a
desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longed to hear white ministers say follow
this decree because integration is morally right and the Negro is your brother. In the midst of
blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I have watched white churches stand on the sideline
and merely mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty
struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, I have heard so many ministers say,
“Those are social issues with which the Gospel has no real concern,” and I have watched so
many churches commit themselves to a completely other-worldly religion which made a strange
distinction between body and soul, the sacred and the secular.

I hope this letter finds you strong in the faith. I also hope that circumstances will soon make it
possible for me to meet each of you, not as an integrationist or a civil rights leader, but as a
fellow clergyman and a Christian brother. Let us all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice
will soon pass away and the deep fog of misunderstanding will be lifted from our fear-drenched
communities and in some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood will
shine over our great nation with all of scintillating their beauty.

Yours for the cause of Peace and Brotherhood,

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Mark your calendar
The Rev. Audra Abt, Canon for Innovation and Congregational Development for
the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, will be joining us Dec. 14.
The Rev. Abt, was vicar of Holy Spirit,
Greensboro, and mission developer and pastor of
Abundant Life Health and Healing in Greensboro
before coming to the Diocese of Ohio in early
2024.
As a multi-lingual priest in North Carolina, she
served congregations with members from Latin
America, West Africa, the Caribbean, and Black
and White members hailing from around the U.S.
In introducing her, the Diocese of Ohio said, “She
is excited to share how looking for God in the
B world, and relating with neighbors by praying and
. listening, and THEN mutual service, has revealed
God’s Spirit moving and inviting the church
outward again and again to be a part of the
yearned-for work of justice, healing, and peace. ...
In her position as Canon, she will help spark our imaginations and curiosity about
how we'll do church differently and help us in the crucial work of launching the
College for Congregational Development.”
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Since she came to the Diocese, Canon Audra has begun hosting monthly
“innovation community calls” to get a sense of new ways churches throughout our
diocese are approaching their vocations. In November, the call will focus on
“stories from people around our diocese who are seeking out public conversations
and building new relationships with neighbors unfamiliar with The Episcopal
Church. What does it mean to let God move us, the church, in new directions into
our communities? And what do we learn when we allow ourselves to be
uncomfortable and take risks to follow where the Holy Spirit leads?”

The saints who have blessed us

Next Sunday, Nov. 2, we will be observing All Saints’ Day and celebrating the
saints among us, as well as those who have gone before us.

If you have lost a loved one in the last year (since All Saints’ Day 2024), please
email the church office at stpaulsoffice@currently.com or call (330) 455-0286
with any names you wish to be included in memorial prayers during the worship
service. For inclusion in the bulletin, please contact the church office no later than
Wednesday, Oct. 29.

St. Paul’s special services through Epiphany
(all begin at 10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted)

Sunday, Nov. 2: All-Saints Sunday

Sunday, Nov. 23: Christ the King Sunday

Sunday, Nov. 16: Celebrating Stewardship, party following service
Tuesday, Nov. 25: Interfaith Service, Temple Israel, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 30: First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, Dec. 14: Third Sunday of Advent; Canon Audra Abt celebrates
Sunday, Dec. 21: Fourth Sunday of Advent followed by the Greening of the
Church

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve; music begins at 7:30, service at 8 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 28: First Sunday of Christmas, Liturgy of the Word

Sunday, Jan. 4: Epiphany Sunday St. Paul’s service; joint lessons and carols
with St. Mark’s and St. Timothy’s at St. Timothy’s, 3 p.m.
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