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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m. 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
 
Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsoffice@att.net or 
stpaulsoffice@currently.com 
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 
 

 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
 
Readings and Psalm 
Sirach 35:12-17 
Psalm 84:1-6 
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  
 
Prelude: Ad perennis vitae fontem, Leo Sowerby 
 
 

Our mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal 
community in downtown Canton, grounded in faith, 
and called by God’s Love to minister to the world. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp25_RCL.html#gsp1
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The Word of God 
Please stand if able 
 

Entrance Hymn: O all ye works of God, now come (Irish) (H 428)  
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Please remain standing if able 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: God, when I came into this life (Dunlap’s 
Creek) (MHSO 123) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 



5 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
Please sit. 
 
FIRST READING: Sirach 35:12-17 
 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach. 
 
12Give to the Most High as he has given to you, 
  and as generously as you can afford. 
 13For the Lord is the one who repays, 
  and he will repay you sevenfold. 
 14Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it; 
  15and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice; 
 for the Lord is the judge, 
  and with him there is no partiality. 
 16He will not show partiality to the poor; 
  but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. 
 17He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan, 
  or the widow when she pours out her complaint. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 84:1-6 
  1How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 2The sparrow has found her a house 
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
  my King and my God. 
 3Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
  they will always be praising you. 
 4Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
 5Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 6They will climb from height to height, * 
  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
 
READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

A Reading from Paul's second letter to Timothy. 
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6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 
come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on 
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
 
  16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted 
against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message 
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 
mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. 
To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand if able 

Sequence Hymn: Lord Jesus think on me (Barnfield) (WLP 798) 
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Please remain standing if able  
GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14 
 
Officiant 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

9[Jesus] told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 
regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast 
twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby 
 
The Creed 
Please stand if able 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please remain standing 
 
Celebrant: Let us cry out to God for peace and a time of healing. 
 
Leader 
For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Anne, our bishop, for Fr. Joe and Mother Kay, for this holy 
gathering, and for the people of God in every place. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those holding and seeking elective office, for mercy, justice, and peace among all 
peoples. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For good weather, abundant fruits of the earth, and peaceful times. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions, and all those we love. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For orphans and widows, the sick and the suffering, especially Cara Warren, Peggy Neidig, 
Molly and Nathan Weisel, Deb Husted, Andrea, Marilyn Dickinson, Ed Denning, Bonnie 
Landers, Joanne, Jackson, Gary, Richard Green, Kay Tedrick, Steve Hamilton, Marcia, Deborah 
Starkey, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Tammy Huff, Vicki Simpkins, 
Ashley Stroud and others we name silently or aloud; for travelers and strangers, and all with 
heavy burdens. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead, we pray. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer 
ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
Hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and for those of others, silently or aloud. 
Silence 
 
Please say the St. Paul’s Discernment Prayer together: 
O Lord our God, 
May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your commandment of loving our 
neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how best to serve you. 
We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you. 
We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership. 
And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant: God of sinners, hear the prayers we offer this day, rescue us from every evil, and save 
us for your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
All stand. 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Church Announcements 
 
Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence (Psalm 50:14) 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Come thou font of every blessing, arr. 
Mark Schweizer 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The People remain standing. 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new 
life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
♪♪♪ 
 
 
SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (WLP 858) 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” ♪ 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” ♪ 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM: Christ our Passover (H #S152) 

 
 
Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online 
and receiving communion spiritually. 
 
Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word and Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free bread. If you come to the 
communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your chest. If you are interested in being 
baptized, please contact the Priest of the parish. 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: Let us with a gladsome mind (Monkland) 
(H389) 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn: All who love and serve your city (Charterhouse) 
(H571) 
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Dismissal 
Celebrant   Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People        Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
Postlude: Chorale, Alex Viner 
 
 
TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
Parish musician: Edward Grimes 
Greeters: David Lewis  
Crucifer: Karl Roshong 
Eucharistic Minister: Demetrius Carrothers 
Video: David Lewis and David Rotthoff 
Altar Guild: Demetrius Carrothers and Shirley Brown 
Lector: Valerie Frear 
Counters: Kelli Green and David Rotthoff 

 
Announcements 

October Birthdays 
Holly Hillen, 10/1 
Dorothy Oloya, 10/1 
Richard Anderson, 10/2 
Mark Heitger, 10/2 
In memoriam, Jared Marcum, 10/3 
Victor Sutek, 10/14 
Shirley Brown, 10/14 
 

Donald Stauffer, 10/18 
Rebecca Geissinger, 10/19 
Nicole Marcum, 10/19 
Michael Lewton, 10/20 
Rebecca Patterson, 10/20 
Jeffrey Nowlin, 10/22 
Samuel Wade, 10/25
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October Anniversaries 
Victoria and Kraig Suba Roshong, 10/13 
Linda and Mark Heitger, 10/24 
Barb and Richard Anderson, 10/27 
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Mark your calendar 
The Rev. Audra Abt, Canon for Innovation and Congregational Development for 
the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, will be joining us Dec. 14. 

The Rev. Abt, was vicar of Holy Spirit, 
Greensboro, and mission developer and pastor of 
Abundant Life Health and Healing in Greensboro 
before coming to the Diocese of Ohio in early 
2024. 
As a multi-lingual priest in North Carolina, she 
served congregations with members from Latin 
America, West Africa, the Caribbean, and Black 
and White members hailing from around the U.S. 
In introducing her, the Diocese of Ohio said, “She 
is excited to share how looking for God in the 
world, and relating with neighbors by praying and 
listening, and THEN mutual service, has revealed 
God’s Spirit moving and inviting the church 
outward again and again to be a part of the 
yearned-for work of justice, healing, and peace. …  

In her position as Canon, she will help spark our imaginations and curiosity about 
how we'll do church differently and help us in the crucial work of launching the 
College for Congregational Development.”  
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Since she came to the Diocese, Canon Audra has begun hosting monthly 
“innovation community calls” to get a sense of new ways churches throughout our 
diocese are approaching their vocations. In November, the call will focus on 
“stories from people around our diocese who are seeking out public conversations 
and building new relationships with neighbors unfamiliar with The Episcopal 
Church. What does it mean to let God move us, the church, in new directions into 
our communities? And what do we learn when we allow ourselves to be 
uncomfortable and take risks to follow where the Holy Spirit leads?” 
 
 

 
 

 Sunday, Nov. 2: All-Saints Sunday 
 Sunday, Nov. 23: Christ the King Sunday 
 Sunday, Nov. 16: Celebrating Stewardship, party following service 
 Tuesday, Nov. 25: Interfaith Service, Temple Israel, 7 p.m. 
 Sunday, Nov. 30: First Sunday of Advent  
 Sunday, Dec. 14: Third Sunday of Advent; Canon Audra Abt celebrates 
 Sunday, Dec. 21: Fourth Sunday of Advent followed by the Greening of the 

Church  
 Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve; music begins at 7:30, service at 8 p.m. 
 Sunday, Dec. 28: First Sunday of Christmas, Liturgy of the Word  

 Sunday, Jan. 4: Epiphany Sunday St. Paul’s service; joint lessons and carols 
with St. Mark’s and St. Timothy’s at St. Timothy’s, 3 p.m.

 

mailto:stpaulsoffice@currently.com

