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More inside, including:
Joining the Daughters, making your smartphone
smarter, the church and politics

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
July/August Newsletter

Love God. Love our Neighbor.

Change the World.

Discerning our future means learning more about our past, our building, our
mission and our current and could-be partners

The Discernment Committee of St. Paul’s continues to sort through the suggestions
that have come from all of you about our direction, foundation and relationships.
We’ve been aided by everything from market analysis to a special prayer that is
part of every service at St. Paul’s.

And we’ve planned visits to other parts of Ohio, where our sister Episcopal
churches are mapping out futures that build on but are not necessarily replicas of
their pasts.

Here's more information from Linda Heitger about some of those churches:

Old Trinity Church, Tiffin, the Rev. Aaron Gerlach: They have partnered with
their community to create Tiffin Community Kitchen and are also holding periodic
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joint services with other historic churches in town. We’ve planned a visit for
Monday, Aug. 11.

Redeemer, Lorain, the Rev. Alex Barton: A grass roots farm-to-table mission has
taken hold.

St. Luke's, Cleveland, the Rev. Leah Romanelli DeJesus: Has adopted four
aspirations for its future, including expanding direct support to people in need;
building pathways out of poverty; sharing the “gift of giving” to provide new
ministry leaders with tools and training to lead initiatives; and expanding worship
for those who may not feel at home in traditional church settings.

In addition, Fr. Alan Cowart of St. John’s in Cuyahoga Falls has offered to come
and meet with St. Paul’s to talk to the entire congregation about the process it has
begun to redevelop the “church block™ downtown.

And Linda also will be attending the Trinity Wallstreet Gift of Place webinar in
November to learn more about how church real estate can provide sustainable
financial resources for ministry and community impact.

Meanwhile, St. Paul’s has been part of an ongoing dialogue with other downtown
churches, one that started with a dinner at First Lutheran Church on East
Tuscarawas Street in June. Joining the table and discussion were Christ
Presbyterian, the now- combined Lutheran congregations downtown, St.
Paul’s AME and other congregations and missions committed to downtown and
looking forward to ways we can collaborate.

Speaking of collaboration, for the first time anyone can remember, June brought all
five Stark County-area Episcopal churches — St. Paul’s, St. Timothy’s, St. Mark’s,
Trinity Alliance and New Life -- together for a community event. We sponsored an
information and outreach table at Stark Pride and together we celebrated the
strength of numbers and commitment.

In short, we continue to listen and try to act on our own Discernment prayer:

O Lord our God,

May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church embrace your commandment of
loving our neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how
best to serve you.

We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you.

We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership.

And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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Thanks for an amazing night
of sharing and learning

Thanks to everyone who joined the Courageous Conversations on Race Relations
bus tour of Canton Tuesday night. And thanks especially to those who shared their
personal stories and the story of our city —
for better and for worse — as we try to learn
— from a history that includes once-proud

. industries and an investment in children —
but also includes the government redlining
| policy that denied generational wealth to

= Black and immigrant families and includes
the highway projects that physically
segregated our community.

In the tour that began in the southeast and
traveled counterclockwise around the city,
we were introduced to the redlining policy
of the 1930s that wrote off whole sections
of the city as undeserving of investment
because of the racial makeup of
neighborhoods. As we looked out over an

? _ expanse of vacant land .and a factory that
never fulfilled its promise of thousands of
jobs, we were invited to experience the Cherry and Market avenues that thrived
into the 60s -- a place of grocery stores, music meccas, ice-cream and
confectionary shops, schools, churches, honky tonks, bakeries, parks, dry cleaners
and the people who made the area vibrant and special.

Then we stopped to imagine the silence after the bulldozers moved in, leaving
scars where houses once stood and eventually erecting the barricade of Route 30
with no bridges and few cross streets to connect the southeast to the rest of the city.
As construction scattered families throughout Canton, lively and protected
childhoods gave way for some to their first real tastes of racism.

We also learned how close Canton came to yet another highway cutting off the
northeast side of the city.
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The tour traveled past the hulking factories of the northeast that once employed
thousands of steel and auto
workers and are now abandoned
brownfields. Then we passed the
rural edges and railyards of the
city and headed back to Nimisilla
Park, which is seeing its own
rebirth.

Next came the northwest, where
we toured the “green” (the highest
rating on the redlining map) areas
of Ridgewood and Harter Heights
and saw how investment in
neighborhoods — brick streets,
ornamental lights, nearby parks -- can ensure generations of wealth. In between,
we saw what a difference new investment is making in the Shorb neighborhood —
where Canton for All People is replacing crumbling and neglected rentals with new
and renovated homes and homeowners.

Finally, we traveled to the Southwest, where Timken built shotgun houses for its
thousands of workers,
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We owe a huge thanks
to so many for making
this tour happen and for the generosity of those who shared their stories and our
city’s. They include SARTA, Molly, Pastor Howard, Richie, Doug, Eva, Maureen,
Ricky, Chris, Mike, Carol, John, Tracy, David, Shawn and David.
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Don’t leave your best photos sitting
dormant in your smartphone!

How to get the best photos out of your
smartphone and into the world!

Join us at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 12:15
p.m. this Sunday, July 27, to learn how to
capture the best images using your smartphone
cameras and all the hidden tricks they offer - if
you know how to look for them. Then go out and
shoot, pick your best work and we’ll transform it
into a lasting image.

The training — and mounted images -- are fres,
and the trainer is David Rotthoff, who dives into
a range of photography that captures people,
streetscapes, nature and other parts of our
Stark County community and beyond.

St. Paul's Episcopal
425 Cleveland Ave. SW
Canton, OH 44702

From the benefits of holding your camera upside down to free apps that make the
most of your images: please plan to join us this Sunday and learn more tips!
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St. Elizabeth Chapter
Becoming A Daughter

By Serena Thurin, chapter president

There is a three-month discernment period for the preparation for membership into
The Order of The Daughters of the King. According

to the National by-laws, prospective members must

be communicants of the Episcopal Church, or of other Tﬁb

churches in communion with it. Or der e
C, Jhaot? G

The preparation period is a time for prospective (‘Daug]]tcr(g
members to discern their call to The Order. Discern thbc I@ng

means to understand, distinguish, or differentiate

something. The preparation period is all about helping

women understand what is meant by being a member and finding out if God is
calling them to make that commitment. This period is about learning who we are,
what we do, and what is expected of us.

The St. Elizabeth Chapter will offer a study period in August, September and
October. Upon completion, new members will take their vows during the service
on Christ the King Sunday in November. At that time they will receive the chapter
scarf and the cross of the order.

The National study guide consists of 103 pages which we have divided into four
segments mentored by a chapter member. Times and dates will be established at
an orientation meeting. We have found by past experience that the best time to
meet is prior to the Sunday service. Times and day can be adjusted according to
need. A brief informational meeting will be held at 9:30 on this Sunday, July 27,
2025, in the Guild Hall for anyone interested in becoming a Daughter.

The St. Elizabeth Chapter invites you to join us in prayer, service and evangelism
by becoming a member of The Oder of The Daughters of The King. Speak to any
Chapter member for further information:

President Serena Thurin, Vice President Carol Sutek, Secretary Susan Phillips,
Treasurer Marcia Enslen, Barbara Anderson, Shirley Brown, Valerie Freer, Linda
Kendrick, Brenda Maurer-Denning, Tammy Patterson, ML Schultze, and Jan
Smuda.




JULY /AUGUST 2025

St. Paul's celebrated PRIDE, Juneteenth
and Father's Day in a big way

MEQDLESOME
PRIEST

nﬁ«\ {

J;I'he Episcopal Church Welcomes You *

DOHIO. ORG

Much of this newsletter is looking ahead, but we need to make note of the
incredible events of this summer, including the delightfully hectic and energizing
weekend during which St. Paul's as we celebrated Stark PRIDE, Juneteenth,
Father's Day (with pie) and the joy of knowing God's love makes all the difference.

At Stark PRIDE, St. Paul’s joined with our sister Episcopal churches -- St.
Timothy, Massillon; St. Mark's, Canton; New Life, Uniontown; and Trinity,
Alliance -- to deliver the clear message that God Loves You; NO Exceptions.
Hundreds of people stopped by our table, collecting stickers, rainbow rubber ducks
and information on Christianity that welcomes people who are LGBTQ+. And no
few stopped by simply to say, "thanks."

Meanwhile, St. Paul's through Courageous Conversation on Race Relations was
also across town at the two-day Juneteenth festival in Nimisilla Park. With our



https://www.starkpride.org/
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group in our future.)

St. Paul's also got to share with the broader Canton
community and
incredible
performance of
Gospel Join
Symphony, with

the Canton
Symphony on Friday
night. Amen!

couldn't forget Dad's Day.

Thanks to the Daughters of the King, we had seven

And, of course, we

partner Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church,
we distributed information on our dinners
and conversations, Social Justice Book Club
and the upcoming July bus tour of Canton.
(One woman, whose children have read
2,000 books in
two years,
plans to join
our next book
gathering on
June 24 so perhaps there could be a children's book

pies -- some
fruit, some
cream and all
delicious -- to
share with our
St. Paul's o

family. It was the first of the monthly
special coffee hours we'll be sharing in the
Guild Hall, thanks to the Daughters of the
King. In July, we shared all the "Red,
White, and Blue" foods we can think of.
And looking ahead to September, we’re

preparing a feast for Welcome Back Sunday on Sept. 7, when folks who have been
away for the summer andthe amazing voices of our choir return.
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Why we do what we do

Many thanks to Fr. Joe and Mother Kay for the special services on July 13 and 20.
The “Instructed Eucharists” helped us learn more about the history and meaning of
the two parts of the service -- the Liturgy of
the Word and Liturgy of the Table -- that
bring us together each week.

Perhaps most importantly, the instruction
emphasized that, “All that is necessary to
celebrate the Holy Eucharist is two baptized
persons, one of whom is ordained as a priest
or bishop, some bread and some wine.
Everything else we see or do is nonessential
but has been experienced as an aid to worship
by the community of faith over the past 2000
years.”

During the first week, we learned more about
why we wear what we wear, the words and
music we share and the meaning of the gestures and postures we adopt. While

there 1s no “one size fits all,” Fr. Joe encouraged us individually to explore some of
the different ways of worship over several weeks to see what deepens the meaning
of the service for each of us.

On Week 2, we learned more about the Liturgy of the Table, centering “around the
blessing of bread and wine to be received by the people of God as the Body and
Blood of Christ. In the early church all non-baptized persons known as either
seekers or catechumens — those in the process of preparing for baptism into the
Church — were asked to leave at this point and only baptized members remained
for the celebration of the Table.”

Today, Fr. Joe noted, all baptized people are welcome because it is “God’s table,
not our table.”

We also learned some of the nuances of how different Christian faiths regard “the
bread and wine made holy.”
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“The Roman Catholic doctrine of Transubstantiation states that the bread and wine
are physically transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ even though their
outward appearance and taste is unchanged. Classic Protestantism has maintained
that there is no ‘real presence’ but rather we receive the bread and wine as a
memorial of Christ’s actions. Anglican eucharistic theology is based in what is
known as the doctrine of Consubstantiation. This means that the consecrated bread
and wine are truly the Body and Blood of Christ. It is a real, objective, spiritual
presence even if the outward signs are the same.”

Note: In the coming weeks, we will be compiling the Instructed Eucharist into a
single booklet so we can help visitors to St. Paul’s get a better understand the
beauty and meaning that is our Holy Eucharist.

And all those interested in participating in the Holy Eucharist in a different way are
invited to a class following the service on Aug. 3 to be licensed as Lay Eucharistic
ministers. For more information, see Douglas Colmery.

Only a week away:
The HOF Grand Parade

7 Once again, the 2.2 mile Pro Football Hall of
. Fame Grand Parade will step off literally on
St. Paul’s doorstep.

The date and time are Saturday, Aug. 2, at 8
a.m. And once again, starting at 6 a.m., we’ll
be offering parade participants and spectators
hot dogs, water, coffee, donuts and (perhaps

Cenlon, oHM.Joz

Saissos most valued of all) restroom access.

We welcome your company and donations,
especially of water and money, so we can stock up and ensure that all proceeds
donated by the public go toward funding St. Paul’s sharing of HOT lunches with
our neighbors on the fourth Saturday of each month.
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The Episcopal Church and politics:

A pastoral letter from Bishop Anne Jolly

Dear Ones,

This week’s news of the IRS’s break in decades of tradition on churches and
political endorsements has stirred a great deal of conversation, and understandably
so. In a time already filled with political anxiety and social
fragmentation, this development adds another layer of
uncertainty. As your bishop, I want to offer not just a response,
but a reminder — of who we are, what we are called to, and
how we will move forward together.

I want to be clear: we are defined by what Christ has called us
k to be, not by what others may now permit us to do or think we
SOLANADAG should do.

The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Ohio is a people centered in relationship
— with God, with one another, and with the communities in which we are called to
serve. At our core, we are a spiritual body shaped by the Gospel of Jesus Christ:
the One who fed the hungry, healed the broken, welcomed the stranger and outcast,
and challenged unjust systems — not to advance a political platform, but to reveal
the Kingdom of God.

Our Baptismal Covenant asks us, “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as yourself?” and “Will you strive for justice and peace
among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?”

We answer together: “We will, with God’s help,” and then, by God’s grace, I hope
we do.

We will proclaim the Gospel. Boldly. Lovingly. Clearly.

And we will do so from our pulpits and with our lives — as people committed to
the truth and grace of Christ, not as Democrats, Republicans, or Independents.

Let me again be clear: The pulpit is for preaching the Gospel — not endorsing
political candidates.

While the IRS may now allow political endorsements from religious leaders, that is
not the path we will walk. We believe the Gospel is inherently about the people —
it speaks into our real lives, systems, choices, and relationships. It will necessarily
challenge the status quo and structures that seek to marginalize or harm people. It
will often be political in the truest sense — of and for the people — but it must
never be reduced to a party line, platform, or partisan agenda.
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Our preaching, our teaching, our ministries and daily lives will continue to call us
to feed the hungry, to welcome the stranger, to lift up the vulnerable and speak the
truth in love. These are not partisan acts. They are Gospel imperatives.

Our diocese and nation are home to parishioners and visitors from diverse
backgrounds with different political viewpoints. Even in moments of division and
fear, we are one Body. We are united not by agreement on every issue, but by our
common baptism and our commitment to walk this way of Jesus together. That
unity matters more than ever right now. We are a church that boldly proclaims and
lives the truth: God loves you, no exceptions.

Our churches will remain places of refuge, connection, and grace. We will
continue to be a central voice in our communities — not for polarization, but for
the transformation that comes through the abundant love of Jesus, compassion, and
relationship.

Preaching and living the gospel is never easy — Jesus was clear about that. Thanks
be to God, we are given to each other to walk this journey together. I'm
tremendously grateful that we are serving at this time together.

With gratitude for your faithfulness and courage,
+Anne

The Rt. Rev. Anne B Jolly
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio

The church of presidents becomes an
engine of resistance

A message from Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe
(Note: This column was originally published by Religious News Service)

July 3, 2025
It is shaping up to be a complicated Independence Day for the Episcopal Church.
We were once the church of the Founding Fathers and presidents—

of the Declaration of Independence were members of what became our
church after the Revolution, and , including George Washington, have
professed our faith. Today, however, we are known less for the powerful people in



https://hsec.us/List-Declaration-of-Independence
https://hsec.us/List-Declaration-of-Independence
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/01/20/biden-only-second-catholic-president-but-nearly-all-have-been-christians-2/
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our pews than for our resistance to the rising tide of authoritarianism and Christian
nationalism emanating from Washington, D.C.

When religious institutions like ours enjoy easy coexistence with earthly power,
our traditions and inherited systems can become useless for interpreting what is
happening around us. But our recent reckoning with the federal government has
allowed us to see clearly the ease with which the Protestant tradition of patriotism
can lead Christians to regard our faith more as a tool of dominion than a promise of
liberation.
We have had an eventful few months. In February, we joined a coalition of
interfaith partners to on the grounds that the threat of
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement raids in houses of worship is a
violation of our religious freedom. In May, we

over the current administration’s
demand that we resettle white Afrikaners designated as refugees. We are now
assessing how to respond to the travel ban, which prevents us from gathering and
worshipping freely with the people of our churches in Venezuela, Haiti and Cuba,
and may limit entry for our members in several other of the 22 countries and
territories where the Episcopal Church is found. These challenges to our ability to
practice our faith have strained the comfortable intermingling of church and state
that our institution has enjoyed for nearly 250 years.

The reckoning, if we are honest, is long overdue. Every July 4, our prayer book
reminds us of our failure to stand against the enslavement of Black Americans with



https://apnews.com/article/immigration-arrests-church-ban-lawsuit-trump-administration-7e0f3060033fc25c5982bc583587562c
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/12/g-s1-65988/episcopal-church-white-afrikaners-ends-partnership-u-s-government
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/12/g-s1-65988/episcopal-church-white-afrikaners-ends-partnership-u-s-government
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a prayer for Independence Day claiming that “the founders of this country won
liberty for themselves and for us.” But not all of us. The Episcopal Church did not
make a moral stand against slavery, and some of our eminent leaders were pillars
of the transatlantic slave trade. Our church ran residential schools for Indigenous
children at which they were denied their culture and God-given humanity. And in
the mid-20th century, our foreign missions aligned with U.S. foreign policy in Asia
and the Pacific, and in Central America and the Caribbean.

The history of the church in Nazi Germany is a cautionary tale about how
Christians can falter in perilous times. Some Christians in that time and place sided
with the Reich based on their theological tradition of nationalism and loyalty to the
state. Others, who came to be called the Confessing Church, became determined
that they needed to oppose the government’s interference in religion. They resisted
the Nazi regime — some, like Lutheran theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
to the death.

But the Confessing Church’s resistance was not primarily based in resistance to the
Nazis’ deadly and dehumanizing antisemitism, but rather in its belief in the
autonomy of the institutional church and its resulting desire to block state
interference in church affairs. The last six months has heightened my
understanding of that impulse, and I do not intend to diminish the witness of the
Confessing Church — especially that of Bonhoeffer, who was brutally executed by
the Nazi regime less than a month before the end of the war in Europe. Its history,
however, teaches us that when we are awash in propaganda, even our resistance
can be bound by its definitions and incline us to see the world in the same
categories — foreigner and neighbor, cisgender and transgender, white and people
of color, Christian and Muslim — that we seek to transcend.

These historical lessons are urgent. Churches like ours, protected by the First
Amendment and practiced in galvanizing people of goodwill, may be some of the
last institutions capable of resisting this administration’s overreach and
recklessness. To do so faithfully, we must see beyond the limitations of our
tradition and respond not in partisan terms, but as Christians who seek to practice
our faith fully in a free and fair democracy.

We did not seek this predicament, but God calls us to place the most vulnerable
and marginalized at the center of our common life, and we must follow that
command regardless of the dictates of any political party or earthly power. We are
now being faced with a series of choices between the demands of the federal
government and the teachings of Jesus, and that is no choice at all.

This is not the same kind of patriotism that has guided our church since its
founding in 1785, but this July Fourth, it may be the most faithful service we can
render — both to the country we love and the God we serve.
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| SAVE THESE DATES! |

7

FEB 18 , GATHERING #1: CANTON REDLINING
MAR 18 | GATHERING#2: WHITE PRIVILEGE
APR 15 | GATHERING#3: WHITE FRAGILITY &
MAY 20 | GATHERING#4: URBAN RENEWAL
JUN 14-15| GATHERING #5A: JUNTEENTH CELEBRATION
JUN 17 | GATHERING #5B: BUS TOUR PLANNING
JUL 15 | GATHERING#6: CANTON BUS TOUR
AUG19 | GATHERING#7: ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM
SEP 16 ggEIéI_ESRJG\II{}C fllsl‘:l g\ICROAGGRESSIONS &
OCT 21 | GATHERING#9: POLICE PANEL
NOV 18 GATHERING#10: BLACK-OWNED

BUSINESSES SHOWCASE

to register scan QR S i
code or vist website % www.ccorrohio.org
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
425 Cleveland Ave. SW
Canton, OH 44702

Phone: (330) 455-0286

Web site: Stpaulscanton.org
YouTube: @stpaulscanton6927
tiktok.com canton st. paul's
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsca
nton/

Staff:

Clergy: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby
Parish Administrator: Peggy Neidig
Music Director: Edward Grimes
Sexton: Paul Schmucker

Vestry:M.L. Schultze, Demi Carrothers,
David Lewis, Jeff Nowlin, Douglas
Colmery, Kelli Green, Dr. Richard
Oloya,Tammy Patterson, Carol Sutek,
David Swope




