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Preface to the Ordination Rites
The Holy Scriptures and ancient Christian writers make it clear that from the apostles’

time, there have been different ministries within the Church. In particular, since the time
of the New Testament, three distinct orders of ordained ministers have been characteristic
of Christ’s holy catholic Church. First is the order of bishops who carry on the apostolic
work of leading, supervising, and uniting the Church. Secondly, associated with

them are the presbyters, or ordained elders, in subsequent times generally known as priests.

Together with the bishops, they take part in the governance of the Church, in carrying

out its missionary and pastoral work, and in preaching the Word of God and administering
his holy Sacraments. Thirdly, there are deacons who assist bishops and priests in all of this
work. It is also a special responsibility of deacons to minister in Christ's name to the poor,
the sick, the suffering, and the helpless.

The persons who are chosen and recognized by the Church as being called by God to the
ordained ministry are admitted to these sacred orders by solemn prayer and the laying on
of episcopal hands. It has been, and is, the intention and purpose of this Church to maintain
and continue these three orders; and for this purpose these services of ordination and
consecration are appointed. No persons are allowed to exercise the offices of bishop, priest,
or deacon in this Church unless they are so ordained, or have already received such
ordination with the laying on of hands by bishops who are themselves duly qualified to
confer Holy Orders.

It is also recognized and affirmed that the threefold ministry is not the exclusive property
of this portion of Christ’s universal Church, but is a gift from God for the nurture of his
people and the proclamation of his Gospel everywhere. Accordingly, the manner of
ordaining in this Church is to be such as has been, and is, most generally recognized by
Christian people as suitable for the conferring of the sacred orders of bishop, priest, and
deacon.

The Book of Common Prayer (1979), page 510

The Ordination Service

The services of ordination include a presentation of the ordinand to the bishop; the
ordinand’s Declaration of Consent stating her belief in the scriptures and conformity to the
doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church; the people’s consent to the
ordination and their promise to uphold the ordinand in the new ministry; the Litany for
Ordinations; lessons and sermon;




the examination of the candidate; the singing of the hymn “Veni Creator Spiritus” or “Veni
Sancte Spiritus”; a period of silent prayer; the prayer of consecration and laying on of hands
by the ordaining bishop or bishops; vesting of the newly ordained person; and participation
in the Eucharist by the newly ordained person.

The bishop presides from a chair placed close to the people, facing them, so that all may
see and hear what is done. The ordinand is vested in surplice or alb, without stole or other
vestment denoting ecclesiastical or academic rank or order.

During the Prayer of Consecration, the bishop and priests lay their hands upon the head of
the ordinand. During the laying on of hands, the bishop alone is the one to speak.

The stole is placed about the neck of the new priest after the entire Prayer of Consecration.
A Bible is also given to the new priest.

At the Great Thanksgiving, the new priest and other priests stand at the Altar with the
bishop, as associates and fellow ministers of the Sacrament, and communicate with the
bishop.

Laying on of Hands is an external sign of the bestowal of God's grace, whether for spiritual
growth, ministry, forgiveness or healing.

Prostration is lying full length and face down on the floor or ground as a gesture of
humility and devotion. This posture may also express adoration or submission.

Vestments are the distinctive garments worn by leaders of the church’s worship. Many are
descended from the ordinary dress of the imperial Roman society in which the early church
came into being.

. The alb (derived from the Latin “alba,” meaning white) is a long white garment with
narrow sleeves worn by ordained and lay ministers
. A stole is a sign of office that indicates that the wearer is an ordained person.

Bishops and priests wear the stole over both shoulders, and deacons typically wear the stole
over the left shoulder.

. The chasuble is a sleeveless outer vestment worn at the eucharist. It typically reflects
the liturgical color of the day and vary widely in fabric and style.
. Bishops may wear distinctive episcopal vestments, including the miter. A purple

shirt with a clerical collar usually indicates that the wearer is a bishop, and a black shirt
with a clerical collar usually indicates that the wearer is a member of the clergy.

The shared and differing roles of priests and deacons

A deacon exercises “a special ministry of servanthood” directly under the deacon's bishop,
serving all people, especially those in need. As they proclaim the gospel, lead intercessions,
wait at the eucharistic table, and direct the order of the assembly, deacons act as sacred
messengers, agents, and attendants. In addition to those ordained deacons as a permanent
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vocation, there are “transitional deacons” ordained as a preliminary step toward ordination
as a priest.

Priests are also known as presbyters. The Catechism notes that “the ministry of a priest or
presbyter” is “to represent Christ and his Church, particularly as pastor to the people; to
proclaim the gospel; to administer the sacraments; and to bless and declare pardon in the
name of God.”

Condensed from the Book of Common Prayer (1979), and “An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church”

JUNE 3@ IS THE FEAST DAY OF THE
MARTYRS OF UGANDA (CHARLES LWANGA)

Charles Lwanga was born in Uganda on the continent of Africa in
the last half of the 19th century. He and other young men and boys
were required to work for King Mwanga. King Mwanga was an evil
man who treated all people harshly, especially the boys who worked
for him.

Charles and his friends learned about Christianity from the Society
of Missionaries of Africa who were working in Uganda. They
learned about Jesus and asked to be baptized. They became followers
of Jesus Christ. The missionaries also tried to keep the boys safe from 3¢AR
the king. [

/.

One day, King Mwanga forced the missionaries to leave the country. J/ﬁ
. rlZ

So, Charles began teaching people about Jesus. There were only a

few hundred Christians in Uganda at that time. He also worked to protect his friends from

the wicked king. The king became so angry that he ordered Charles and his friends put into

prison and then killed in 1886. They were forced to walk 37 miles to the place where they

were burned to death.

Charles and his friends are called martyrs because they died for their faith. Charles Lwanga
and the other Ugandan martyrs were canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1964. St. Charles
Lwanga is the patron saint of African youth.

http://saintsresource.com/martyrs-of-uganda




PRELUDE SELECTIONS:

“Shall We Gather at The River” (Hugh S. Livingston Jr.)

“The Work of Love” (Andrew Bolden)

for the ordination of Reverend Robin Woodberry

The Work of Love
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The Ordination of a Priest

ENTRANCE HYMN: “All Creatures of Our God and King” Verses 1,4,5, and 7
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OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Bishop says

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
The Bishop may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Presentation

The bishop and people sit. A Priest and a Lay Person, and additional presenters if desired,
standing before the bishop, present the ordinand, saying

Mark, Bishop in the Church of God, on behalf of the clergy and people of the Diocese of
Ohio, we present to you Robin R. Woodberry to be ordained a priest in Christ’s holy
catholic Church.

Bishop

Has she been selected in accordance with the canons of this Church? And do you believe
her manner of life to be suitable to the exercise of this ministry?

Presenters

We certify to you that she has satisfied the requirements of the canons, and we believe
her to be qualified for this order.

The Bishop says to the ordinand

Will you be loyal to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ as this Church has
received them? And will you, in accordance with the canons of this Church, obey your
bishop and other ministers who may have authority over you and your work?

Answer

| am willing and ready to do so, and | solemnly declare that | do believe the Holy
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all
things necessary to salvation; and | do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church.

The Ordinand then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present.




All stand. The Bishop says to the people

Dear friends in Christ, you know the importance of this ministry, and the weight of your
responsibility in presenting Robin R. Woodberry for ordination to the sacred priesthood.
Therefore, if any of you know any impediment or crime because of which we should not
proceed, come forward now, and make it known.

If no objection is made, the Bishop continues

Is it your will that Robin be ordained a priest?
The People respond in these or other words

Itis.

Bishop

Will you uphold her in this ministry?

The People respond in these or other words

We will.

THE LITANY
Cantors: Andrew Bolden, Mario Buchanan, Edward Grimes
The Bishop then calls the people to prayer with these or similar words

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
All remain standing or take a posture of prayer. The Ordinand is prostrate in front of the Altar.

Cantor People

—I;—c ® o ® —e ® - I

God the Fa - ther, Have mer - cy on us.

Cantor People
)
—l;—c o —e o ~ - p~—
God the Son, Have mer - cy on  us.
Cantor People
P
—|9—— ® —e o ~ - - I
God the Holy Spir - it, Have mer - cy on  us.
Cantor People
!; — - o i & o - - p~w—
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Cantor People
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We pray to you, Lord Christ. Lord, hear our prayer.
Cantor

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and
be found without fault at the Day of your Coming,

People
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we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve you
in a true and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Mark, Anne, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons,
that they may be filled with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after
righteousness, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For Robin, chosen priest in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

That she may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church, and
glorify your Name, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit she may be sustained and encouraged to
persevere to the end, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For her family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to you, O
Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease and
that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.




For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the
ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may
receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice and promote the dignity
and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that
the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all
who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to
amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known
to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no
pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Paul, and all the saints, let

us commend ourselves, and one another,
People

—'9—— . o —® o o - - ,
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and all our life to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God.
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Cantor People Cantor and People
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Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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The Bishop stands and says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Bishop Let us pray.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church,
that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things
which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being
made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom
all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Ministry of the Word
FIRST READING THE REV. MO MAJOR

The people sit.
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and
the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with
two they flew. And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for [ am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
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Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar
with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I; send me!”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM MOLLY & ISAAC WEISEL

The people remain seated.
Psalm 132:8-19

Arise, O LORD, into your resting-place, *
you and the ark of your strength.
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; *
let your faithful people sing with joy.
For your servant David’s sake, *
do not turn away the face of your Anointed.
The LORD has sworn an oath to David; *
in truth, he will not break it:
“A son, the fruit of your body *
will I set upon your throne.
If your children keep my covenant
and my testimonies that I shall teach them, *
their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.”
For the LORD has chosen Zion; *
he has desired her for his habitation:
“This shall be my resting-place for ever; *
here will | dwell, for | delight in her.
| will surely bless her provisions, *
and satisfy her poor with bread.
I will clothe her priests with salvation, *
and her faithful people will rejoice and sing.
There will I make the horn of David flourish; *
| have prepared a lamp for my Anointed.
As for his enemies, | will clothe them with shame; *
but as for him, his crown will shine.”
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SECOND READING THE REV. JON COVENTRY
The people sit.

A Reading from the First Letter to Peter
1 Peter 5:1-4

Now as a presbyter myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who
shares in the glory to be revealed, | exhort the presbyters among you to tend the flock of
God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly,
as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in
your charge but be examples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will
win the crown of glory that never fades away.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN: “In the Garden” (LEVAS 69)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-38
All stand.

Deacon
People

THE REV. DR. LONNY GATLIN

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out

laborers into his harvest.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SERMON:

THE REV. GENA THORNTON
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THE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
he has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Examination

All are seated except the ordinand, who stands before the Bishop.
The Bishop addresses the ordinand as follows

My sister, the Church is the family of God, the body of Christ, and the temple of the Holy
Spirit. All baptized people are called to make Christ known as Savior and Lord and to
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share in the renewing of his world. Now you are called to work as a pastor, priest, and
teacher, together with your bishop and fellow presbyters, and to take your share in the
councils of the Church.

As a priest, it will be your task to proclaim by word and deed the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
and to fashion your life in accordance with its precepts. You are to love and serve the
people among whom you work, caring alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and
poor. You are to preach, to declare God’s forgiveness to penitent sinners, to pronounce
God’s blessing, to share in the administration of Holy Baptism and in the celebration of
the mysteries of Christ’s Body and Blood, and to perform the other ministrations
entrusted to you.

In all that you do, you are to nourish Christ’s people from the riches of his grace and
strengthen them to glorify God in this life and in the life to come.

My sister, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his Church to this
priesthood?

Answer | believe | am so called.

Bishop Do you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to this
trust and responsibility?

Answer | do.

Bishop Will you respect and be guided by the pastoral direction and
leadership of your bishop?

Answer I will.

Bishop Will you be diligent in the reading and study of the Holy Scriptures,

and in seeking the knowledge of such things as may make you a
stronger and more able minister of Christ?

Answer I will.

Bishop Will you endeavor so to minister the Word of God and the
sacraments of the New Covenant, that the reconciling love of Christ
may be known and received?

Answer I will.

Bishop Will you undertake to be a faithful pastor to all whom you are
called to serve, laboring together with them and with your fellow
ministers to build up the family of God?

Answer I will.
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Bishop Will you do your best to pattern your life and that of your
household in accordance with the teachings of Christ, so that you
may be a wholesome example to your people?

Answer I will.

Bishop Will you persevere in prayer, both in public and in private, asking
God’s grace, both for yourself and for others, offering all your
labors to God, through the mediation of Jesus Christ, and in the
sanctification of the Holy Spirit?

Answer I will.

Bishop May the Lord who has given you the will to do these things give
you the grace and power to perform them.

Answer Amen.

The Consecration of the Priest

All now stand except the ordinand, who kneels facing the Bishop and the presbyters who stand to
the right and left of the Bishop.
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Translation: Come, Holy Spirit.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
A period of silent prayer follows, the people still standing.

The Bishop then says this Prayer of Consecration

God and Father of all, we praise you for your infinite love in calling us to be a holy
people in the kingdom of your Son Jesus our Lord, who is the image of your eternal and
invisible glory, the firstborn among many brethren, and the head of the Church. We thank
you that by his death he has overcome death, and, having ascended into heaven, has
poured his gifts abundantly upon your people, making some apostles, some prophets,
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some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry
and the building up of his body.

Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the ordinand, the Priests who are present also lay
on their hands. At the same time, the Bishop prays

Therefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to Robin; fill her
with grace and power, and make her a priest in your Church.

The Bishop then continues

May she exalt you, O Lord, in the midst of your people; offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to you; boldly proclaim the gospel of salvation; and rightly administer the
sacraments of the New Covenant. Make her a faithful pastor, a patient teacher, and a wise
counselor. Grant that in all things she may serve without reproach, so that your people
may be strengthened and your Name glorified in all the world. All this we ask through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for
ever and ever.

The People in a loud voice respond

Amen!

The new Priest is now vested according to the order of priests.
The Bishop then gives a Bible to the newly ordained, saying

Receive this Bible as a sign of the authority given you to preach the Word of God and to
administer his holy Sacraments. Do not forget the trust committed to you as a priest of
the Church of God.

The Bishop greets the newly ordained.

THE PEACE
Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements
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The Holy Communion

Today s offering is designated for the Rector’s Discretionary Fund which is used to assist

those in need within the community.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:2

OFFERTORY HYMN: “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” (LEVAS 191)

b e e — T T |
g3 5 N1 s 0 i3
ANV Ld . ] I j. P .
o RS =
1. Why should 1 feel dis-cour-aged,— Why should the shad-ows come,
2. “Let not your heart be trou-bled,”_- His ten - der word 1 hear,
3. When ev - er I am tempt-ed, When ev - er clouds a - rise,
5 e
G gt g Tt
/..l“"[’i)bin IP. IP IP [ ] ] | | - l = l I VU | | :
i —— [ | 4 r | | u/l
e eemrEe e
g —g hj a' E’ ) - ’—p”’ j ‘J—)Ai’\i:ﬁ
1. Why should my heart be lone-ly, And long for heav’n and home;_ When
2. And rest-ing on His good-ness,_ I lose my doubts and fears;__ Though
3. When songs give place to sigh-ing, When hope with - in  me dies, 1
‘ h_F. — 'P' s & o
e e e e
* 7 k b | | Y
| D r | |
N | LN
’ I. | I\I
NS
1.Je - sus is__ my por-tion?__ My  con-stant friend_ is He: His
2. by the path_ He lead-eth, But  one step I may  seec; His
3. draw the clos - er to Him, From «care He sets__ me free; His
- ﬂp—ﬁwd—oh Fb . £ /?H'?#
. i — )
%WLH—FI T n— 1 7/—. 1 t
T % E—— VR N—
N

19




VanianN

N | ——— h | | | A | A | | A
q/ | | = | I\I | I\, | [ N
GEEEEE R SEE s e
Q) [ V [ S—
eye is on_— the spar-row,_ And I know He watch-es me; His
o - . o &
o) lr)'b 1% f —— i s e e o ; ._
- D lD L\ “ 1] | | | | | I/ | [
v D:F 4 [ [ — I r FD IQ'
0 l hJ l h? th I[ A A F\
1 T 1 — j InY InY I 1 il
v | \#___K] [— d! i! | 1 1 ihl:
M — $ 3
il &
eye is onthe spar-row,__ and I know He watch-es me.___ |
. l £
R i e e Ss S n mowy tn e e e g mme
e i o b b =t
d | r v V | —"] E | [ r
N | | N N | \ N\ | N \ T E
- I N ml o o r\, ] NT#® »
g AR MRS S A
sing be-cause I'm hap-py,—— [ sing be-cause I'm free;_ For His
/—\ . ] ./—\
&) v+ F 7 5 f f P ; ) = = t -r_ i
- lr"‘ })Vlh ! r ! r Wi | | 1/ | r | Ib_b-tt
v V1 I ‘ f D | =
O ——
G s b oo o8 = =
S A AT S
eye is on the spar - row,__ And I  know He watch-es me.
o
e oo 2 £ |~ | N
‘l:\lr) Ib I I [l HQ ‘I IP IP Fﬂp_&‘:
T T — = tb:H | I

The Great Than ksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A

(Please remain standing)

Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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People

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his
resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to teach all nations; and
promised to be with them always, even to the end of the ages.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:,
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The Bishop continues

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Bishop and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Thas setting is not used in Lent.
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.

This setting may be sung full by all, or by the choiv, or as a versicle and response.

The Bishop says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free
bread. If you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on
your chest.
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COMMUNION HYMN: “Let us Break Bread Together on Our Knees” (H 325)

Let us break bread together on our knees; Let us break bread together on our knees;

when | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees; Let us drink wine together on our knees;

when | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us praise God together on our knees; Let us praise God together on our knees;

when | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

COMMUNION ANTHEM: “Down in the River to Pray”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together

Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood
of your Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit. We
thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry of your Word and
Sacraments. We pray that Robin may be to us an effective example in word and action,
in love and patience, and in holiness of life. Grant that we, with him, may serve you
now, and always rejoice in your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Bishop asks the new priest to bless the people.

The new Priest says
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN: “Hymn to Joy”
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DISMISSAL
Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Final Chorale Variation on “Veni Creator Spiritus” Maurice Durufle

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Preacher:

Rev. Georgina Thornton also known as Gena is a wife, mother, organizer,

activist, and a minister with a "vision". Before entering the ministry, Gena
Thornton served as the Assistant President General of the Universal Negro
Improvement Association an organization founded by Marcus Garvey.

For 10 years, Rev. Thornton shared her "Nuggets of Truth" on the Ron
Daniels show, WYTV Channel 33, Youngstown, Ohio, and currently
shares them weekly on Facebook. She hosted a radio ministry "Spiritual
Awakening” on WGFT, Youngstown, Ohio. She has written 22 poems, a
play, and several children's stories.

Gena Thornton was ordained on June 24, 1979. She received her Theological Diploma
from the American Baptist Theological Seminary. Rev. L.A. Simon, Pastor of New
Bethel Baptist Church, Youngstown, Ohio, licensed her in the Ministry in October 1976.
She entered the ministry of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in December 1984
and was ordained Itinerant Elder in October 1987.

Rev. Thornton's first pastorate was Mount Moriah A.M.E. Church in Maple Heights,
Ohio where she pastored for nine years. During her tenure, membership increased, the
facility was enlarged, and an elevator was installed for handicap accessibility.

Rev. Thornton's second assignment in the AME Church was at St. Paul AME, Cleveland,
Ohio. Under her leadership, St. Paul increased community involvement. Annually,
leaders of different religions representing the Jewish, Muslim, Bahai, Catholic, and
Christian faiths participated in the Ecumenical and Interfaith worship service. St. Paul’s
and Ascension Catholic Church received the Christian Unity Award from the Catholic
Diocese of Cleveland, Ohio for innovative community service in January 2000.

January 18, 2009, Rev. Gena Thornton led the St. Paul membership into the new St. Paul

edifice which is located at 4118 Brookside Blvd. It is 12,300 sq. feet with the capacity to
hold new and existing ministries.
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On October 31, 2009, Rev. Gena Thornton was appointed pastor of the historic Grace
AME Church by Bishop C Garnett Henning, Bishop of the Third Episcopal District of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Columbus, Ohio. In October 2014, she retired as

pastor.

She has been on the mission field of Guyana, South America, Haiti, and South Africa. In
March 2001, the groundbreaking ceremony for the Gena Thornton multipurpose center
was held in Allen Temple Meadowlands, Republic of South Africa. The building was
completed and dedicated in 2002. The center was originally used for HIV rehabilitation
and is now being used as a community center.

Rev. Thornton has been married to Mr. Robert Thornton for over 60 years. From this
union, they have 5 children: Stacy (Ed) Costley, Robin (Anthony) Woodberry, Kamau
Thornton, Manasseh (Imani) Thornton, and Joshua (Tonya) Thornton. 11 grandchildren,
and 3 great-grandchildren. Having a daughter in the ministry has afforded both Rev.
Gena and Rev. Robin the unique opportunity to serve together in ministry as generational
ministers bringing glory and honor to God through their service.

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S LITURGY:

Bishop:

Gospeller:
Preacher:

Table Setting:
Director of Music:
Greeters:

Lectors:

Musicians & Cantors:

Presenters:

Vesters:

Bishop’s Assistant:

Eucharistic Ministers:

Torchbearers:
Crucifer:

The Right Reverend Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
Bishop of Diocese of Ohio

The Rev. Dr. Lonny Gatlin
The Rev. Gena Thornton
The Rev. Al Muller
Edward T. Grimes

David & Karen Swope

The Rev. Jon Coventry

The Rev. Maureen “Mo” Major
Molly and Isaac Weisel
Andrew Bolden

Mario Buchanan

The Rev. Debra Bennett
The Rev. Christopher Hofer
Stephen Johnson

M.L. Schultze

Anthony Woodberry
Robert Thornton

The Rev. Gena Thornton
Douglas Colmery

Brenda Maurer, Karl Roshong
Nancy Suba, Cara Warren
Karl Roshong
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Camera/Audio: David Lewis, David Rotthoff

Altar Guild: Barbara Anderson

Ordination Choir: Members of St. Timothy’s Episcopal, Massillon
Christ Church Episcopal, Hudson, and
St. Paul’s Episcopal, Canton

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Staff
Edward T. Grimes, Director of Music
Peggy Neidig, Office Manager
Paul Schmucker, Sexton

St. Paul’s Ordination Planning Committee
Barbara Anderson, Altar Guild
Douglas Colmery, Liturgical Assistant
Edward T. Grimes, Director of Music
Stephen Johnson, Vestry Sr. Warden
David Lewis, Building & Grounds; Audio/Video
Peggy Neidig, Church Office Manager
Jeff Nowlin, Logistics & Hospitality
David Rotthoff, Audio/Video, Server Scheduling & Photographer
Carol Sutek, Daughters of the King
M.L. Schultze, Communications
Karen Swope, Finance Chairperson
Serena Thurin, Daughters of the King

There will never be enough words to say how completely grateful and thankful | am to each one
who has been a part of this journey. Whether you played a role at the beginning, in the middle, or
in the last few weeks, | would not be here today if it were not for you. | thank you for your
prayers, your words of encouragement, your spiritual direction, and your love. To my family who
has given the most so that | could do what God was asking of me, thank you for your sacrifice of
love! | give honor to my ancestors and the four generations of ministers on whose shoulders |
stand.

To my husband Anthony, we had no idea what we were in for when we got married 37 years ago,
but God did. | could not have served in ministry had you not been there with me. | praise God for
you! To the Ordination Committee who pulled together such a memorable occasion in such a short
time, thank you! And, to this great St. Paul’s family, God heard your prayers, brought us together,
and set us on a path to do great and mighty things, in Jesus’ Name! I love you all, Robin.
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