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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
 

Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsoffice@att.net  
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 

 
Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
Readings and Psalm 
Ezekiel 34:11-16 
Psalm 87 
2 Timothy 4: 1-8 
John 21: 15-19 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Prelude:  Hymn Improvisation on Aurelia (John March) 

St. Paul’s Mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal community in 

downtown Canton, grounded in faith, and called by God’s Love to minister 
to the world. 

 

The mission of The Episcopal Church is “to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ.” In step with that mission, we follow Jesus 
into loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, with each 

other, and with the earth. 
“Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.” 

“God Loves You. No Exceptions.” 

about:blank
mailto:stpaulsoffice@att.net
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The Word of God 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Entrance Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation (Aurelia) (H525) 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Song of Praise Spirit of God Skye Boat Song (VF 53) 
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by their martyrdom: 
Grant that your Church, instructed by their teaching and example, and knit together in 
unity by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, which is Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16 
 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel 
 

11For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I 
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples 
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts 
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and 
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
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Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 87 
 

1On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
 2the LORD loves the gates of Zion 
 more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
 3Glorious things are spoken of you, 
 O city of God. 
 4Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; 
 Philistia too, and Tyre, with Ethiopia — 
 "This one was born there," they say. 
 5And of Zion it shall be said, 
 "This one and that one were born in it"; 
 for the Most High himself will establish it. 
 6The LORD records, as he registers the peoples, 
 "This one was born there." 
 7Singers and dancers alike say, 
 "All my springs are in you." 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4: 1-8 

A Reading from Paul’s second letter to Timothy 
 
1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; 
be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and 
encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people 
will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the 
truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the 
work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 
come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From 
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing. 

 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 
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Sequence Hymn: Two Stalwart Trees both Rooted (H274) 

 
John 21: 15-19 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do 
you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16 A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, 
do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17 He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 
me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said 
to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed 
my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own 
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 
wish to go.’ 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) 
After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ 
People Glory to you, O Christ  
 

The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby 
Please stand in body or spirit 

 
The Creed 
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We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please remain standing 

Prayers of the People 
 

All-loving God, whose life is the source of our life, whose love is the source of our 
salvation, pour out your grace upon your church and upon the world, that all may 
know you, love you, and serve one another in your Name; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

All-governing God, who set forth the foundations of the world, so direct, inspire, and 
correct those in authority in this nation and the world, that the laws they make and the 
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policies they embrace may reflect the dignity with which you created humanity in 
your image, and in harmony with your creation. Remove from the imaginations of 
power all thoughts toward oppression, discrimination, or other sins of pride, that we 
may truly love your image in one another, and in your Name; 
Hear our prayer 
 

Incarnate God, you lived among neighbors, friends and enemies alike; you know the 
intimate and everyday concerns of your people in this and every 
community. Where there is suffering, continue to heal it. Where there is harm, continue 
to expose it. Where there is need, continue to feed your people with the abundant 
Providence of God, from whom all blessings flow. Do not let us forget, 
either, our responsibility for one another’s welfare, in your Name; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Resurrecting God, we pray for those who live in the shadow of death, in places of 
war, in places of terror, in unsafe homes, in uncaring communities. We pray for an 
end to war, an undoing of terror, a disarming of hatred. We pray for those who have 
died, known to us and known only to you, that we may one day receive the same 
mercy that you have for each of them. In your Name we pray; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Awe-inspiring God, we thank you for the joys of human living, for the 
relationships that bring us closer to the knowledge of your love, for the colors of 
creation that reflect your glory, as the prophet recognized in the rainbow the glory of 
the living God. We thank you that we are “marvelously made” in your image, and in 
your Name;  
Hear our prayer. 
 

All healing God, we ask for your healing presence in the lives of those we love 
especially Tom Lilly, Johanna Middleton, Viola Sullins, Linda Fogle, Peter Dench, 
Cara Warren, Alice Bolam, Molly and Nathan Weisel, Andrea, Marilyn Dickinson, 
Ed Denning, Doug Geissinger, Jackson, Gary, Richard Green, John Titmas, Holly 
Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Vicki Simpkins, Brinley Wyczalek, Ronnie 
Long, Aiden Ortiz, we pray to you O Lord. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray together now the Discernment Prayer for St. Paul’s: 
O Lord our God, May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your 
commandment of loving our neighbors as you have loved us while 
we discern who we are and how best to serve you. We ask that you quiet our souls, so 
we may listen to you. We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new 
leadership. And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All listening God, we offer before you the deepest thanksgivings and desires of our 
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hearts, silently or aloud. 
People add their prayers. 
We pray to you O Lord. 
Hear our prayer 
 

Celebrant  Everliving God, we give thanks for the ways in which you have 
allowed the prism of your glory to be reflected through the diversity and beauty of 
creation, and through your children, made in your image. We repent of the times we 
have refused to recognize it. We rely on your mercy to restore its vision to us. We 
give thanks that you always hear our prayers, made in your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Church Announcements 
Holy Communion 
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Offertory Sentence (Psalm 50:14) 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  
 

OFFERTORY Hymn: Let Saints on Earth in Concert Sing (Dundee) 
(H 526) 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 
source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your 
blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and 
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knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of 
life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing. 
♪♪♪ 

Sanctus S125 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Blessed are you, Gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You 
gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth 
your bountiful grace. 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not 
see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your 
creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for 
us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You 
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to 
renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your 
eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and 
dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the 
cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: 
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”♪ 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”♪ 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of 
your daughters and sons, that with Paul and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread (S 152) 
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Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 
Spiritual Communion 
 

Celebrant Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online 
and receiving communion spiritually. 
 

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to 
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word 
and Spirit. Amen. 
 
***Note to the congregation: Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if 
you need gluten-free bread. If you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross 
your arms on your chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please contact the priests of St. Paul’s. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
Celebrant 
God’s Blessing be with you, 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN: Glorious things of Thee are Spoken 
(Austria) (H522) 



15 
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Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:           Thanks be to God.  
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Postlude: Improvisation on Austria (Drew Smeg) 
 
 

 
TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Celebrants: The Revs. Kay and Joe Ashby 
Parish musician: Edward Grimes 
Greeters: David Lewis and Paula Hampton 
Crucifer: David Rotthoff and Demetrius Carrothers 
Eucharistic Minister: Douglas Colmery 
Video: David Lewis 
Lector: Peggy Neidig 
Altar Guild: Cara Warren and Barb Anderson 
Counters: Peggy Neidig and M.L. Schultze 
 
 

Parish News 
Happy June Birthdays 
Bonnie Landers, 06/03 
Amarii DiMaria, 06/04 

Robert Vail, 06/06 
Marilyn Dickinson, 06/09 

Jordan Jurina, 06/15 
Serena Thurin, 06/17 
M.L. Schultze, 06/23 

 
Happy June Anniversaries 

Larry and Victoria Simpkins, 06/06 
Karl K. and Kim Roshong Sr., 06/11 

David and Karen Swope, 06/28 

A prayer for peace 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread 
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the 
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Feast Day of St. Peter and St. Paul 
Today, we celebrate the shared feast day of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
formally falls on June 29 and commemorates their martyrdom. 
Two of the most well-known saints, Peter and Paul are credited as the 
towering figures most responsible for spreading the Gospel in the early 
church. Legend holds that they were executed on the same day under Roman 
Emperor Nero. (Historically, it looks like their deaths were actually several 
years apart in the First Century.) 
Paul, as a Roman citizen, was beheaded. Peter insisted he be crucified 
upside-down because he felt he was unworthy of dying as Christ did. 
The color for today’s feast day is red. 
Another of Paul’s feast days is Jan. 25, when we celebrate his conversion to 
Christianity. 
 

What’s in a 
name? 

Many Episcopal and 
other mainline 
churches are named 
after saints, 
evangelists, concepts 
and Christ himself. 
Here’s a breakdown of 
names of Episcopal 
churches in the Diocese 
of Newark. Can you find 
or create a similar 
breakdown for the 
Diocese of Ohio? 
 
St. Paul, the apostle, is 
represented in images 

throughout our church. Can you find four of them? (Hint: One is a statue, one 
a mosaic, one a painting and one is represented in glass.) 
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Special services throughout July 
As we did in June, St. Paul’s will be holding several special services in July as 
we explore ways to incorporate “Enriching our Worship” and other liturgies 
during our celebrations. 
Here’s what’s coming up: 

• July 5: Holy Communion with St. Paul’s Musician Emeritus Bill Kendrick 
returning as organist. 

• July 12: Sunrise service at McKinley Park (southwest of St. Paul’s) 
• July 19: Morning Prayer Rite 1 (no music with lots of “thees” and 

“thous”). 
• July 26: Holy Communion with guest organist Sally Little. 

 

HOF Parade is very much on the horizon 
St. Paul’s again has a front row seat to the Hall of Fame parade, which steps 
off at 8 a.m. Aug. 8 pretty much at our doorstep. The actual route begins with 
floats, bands and celebrities all converging onto Cleveland Avenue at 6th 
Street SW. Our location makes it a perfect place to see the logistics that go 
into the parade as well as the finished product. 
We will again be celebrating the event and raising money for our HOT lunch 
program by offering the community coffee, water, hot dogs and donuts. It’s 
never too early to start collecting, so please consider donating a case of water 
and/or money to help us underwrite the costs. We’ll also be posting a signup 
sheet in July if you want to help -- and get a pass to navigate the police 
barricading of the streets around St. Paul’s. 
 

Vestry notes 
The St. Paul’s vestry has moved our meeting night to the fourth Monday of 
each month beginning at 6 p.m. The meetings are always open to the entire 
parish, and our topics include (but are not limited to) worship, finances, 
discernment, outreach and relationships.  While July is the one month of the 
year during which we have no meeting scheduled, please don’t hesitate to let 
Vestry members know of your suggestions, questions and concerns. 
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The bus tour, part II 
Last year, Courageous Conversations on Race Relations launched its 
inaugural bus tour of Canton. The counter-clockwise exploration of our city 
and the philosophies and structures that shaped it will be repeated and 
upgraded next month. 
We’ll gather in the Guild 
Hall at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 21, then 
head out on a tour bus 
to see first-hand how 
barriers such as Route 
30 and the largely 
unfilled promises of 
jobs slashed through 
neighborhoods on the 
south side of the city.  
We’ll also see how 
redlining shaped our 
city in the decades before the highways and factories hollowed out 

neighborhoods deemed 
“undesirable.” 
Our tour guides for the evening will 
be many of those who lived in 
once-vibrant neighborhoods and 
still remember the sounds, sights 
and bustling activity urban 
renewal replaced. 

A bagged dinner from Deli Ohio will be 
provided and the entire tour is free (though 
donations are welcome). Seating is limited, 
however, so if you’d like to join us, please 
click on (or cut and paste) this link. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAnafUjOMenpGWpTD5bpAyO0
LvA9_r02Dt2Xlu2n4Jg_Qh8w/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAnafUjOMenpGWpTD5bpAyO0LvA9_r02Dt2Xlu2n4Jg_Qh8w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAnafUjOMenpGWpTD5bpAyO0LvA9_r02Dt2Xlu2n4Jg_Qh8w/viewform
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