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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Service this Sunday will be at McKinley Park beginning 7 a.m. We will process 
from the Fifth Street SW doors of St. Paul’s west one block to McKinley Park 

(across from the old Wells School). Breakfast in the Guild Hall follows! 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
Of�ice hours this week are Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsof�ice@att.net  
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 
 

 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
Readings and Psalm 

• Genesis 25:19-34 
• Psalm 65: 9-14 
• Romans 8:1-11 
• Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

St. Paul’s Mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal community in downtown 
Canton, grounded in faith, and called by God’s Love to minister to the world. 

The mission of The Episcopal Church is “to restore all people to unity with God 
and each other in Christ.” In step with that mission, we follow Jesus into loving, 
liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, with each other, and with the 

earth. 
“Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.” 

“God Loves You. No Exceptions.” 

about:blank
mailto:stpaulsoffice@att.net
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#ot1
https://members.riteplanning.com/
https://members.riteplanning.com/
https://members.riteplanning.com/
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The Word of God 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Opening Anthem 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that 
they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace 
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and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-34 
A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
 19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his 
wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this 
way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other, 
the elder shall serve the younger.” 
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came 
out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother 
came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty 
years old when she bore them. 
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. 
Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 
Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he 
was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to 
die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to 
him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he 
ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 65:9-14 
 

 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
 you make it very plenteous; * 
  the river of God is full of water. 
 10You prepare the grain, * 
  for so you provide for the earth. 
 11You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#ot1
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 12You crown the year with your goodness, * 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 13May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 14May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that 
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 
 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:19, 18-33 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
1Jesus went out and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 
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no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the 
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no 
root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 
the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this 
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ 
People Glory to you, O Christ  
 

The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby 
Please stand in body or spirit 

The Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 



7 
 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please remain standing 

Prayers of the People 
 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of 
all people especially the neighborhoods of southwest Canton. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially for Tom Lilly, Johanna Middleton, 
Viola Sullins, Linda Fogle, Peter Dench, Cara Warren, Alice Bolam, Molly and 
Nathan Weisel, Andrea, Marilyn Dickinson, Doug Geissinger, Jackson, Gary, 
Richard Green, John Titmas, Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Vicki 
Simpkins, Brinley Wyczalek, Ronnie Long, Aiden Ortiz.  
Silence. 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Ed Denning. 
Pray for those who have died. 
Silence 
 

Please add now your prayers and offer your thanksgivings aloud or silently. 
I ask your prayers for ____________ . 
I ask your thanksgiving for __ . 
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Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored  
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
Please pray together now the Discernment Prayer for St. Paul’s. 
O Lord our God, May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your 
commandment of loving our neighbors as you have loved us while 
we discern who we are and how best to serve you. We ask that you quiet our souls, so 
we may listen to you. We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new 
leadership. And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  Everliving God, we give thanks for the ways in which you have 
allowed the prism of your glory to be reflected through the diversity and beauty of 
creation, and through your children, made in your image. We repent of the times we 
have refused to recognize it. We rely on your mercy to restore its vision to us. We 
give thanks that you always hear our prayers, made in your Name. Amen. 
 
 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 
 
Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence (Psalm 50:14) 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 
source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your 
blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and 
knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we say ♪♪♪ 

 
Sanctus  
Celebrant and people 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed are you, Gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not 
see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused 
one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and 
prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
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Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: 
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”♪ 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”♪ 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of 
your daughters and sons, that with Paul and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
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Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online 
and receiving communion spiritually. 
 

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to 
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word 
and Spirit. Amen. 
 
***Note; Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if you need gluten-free bread. If 
you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross your arms on your chest. If you are 
interested in being baptized, please contact the priests of St. Paul’s. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
Celebrant 
God’s Blessing be with you, 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 

A prayer for peace 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the 

sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily 
spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the 
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now 

and for ever. Amen. 
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TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Celebrants: The Revs. Kay and Joe Ashby 
Greeters: David Lewis and Paula Hampton 
Crucifer: Rick Enslen 
Eucharistic Minister: Douglas Colmery 
Video: David Lewis and David Rotthoff 

Lector: Peggy Neidig 
Altar Guild: Peggy Neidig and Susan 
Phillips 
Counters: Peggy Neidig and Marcia Enslen

 
Parish News 

Happy July Birthdays
Kay Ashby, 7/1 

Alice Hopkins, 7/2 
Molly Ryan, 7/5 

Marcia Enslen, 7/8 
Baylor Wade, 7/12 

Lilly Montgomery, 7/15 

Richard Enslen, 7/17 
Brett Marcum, 7/25 

Troy Dunn, 7/31 
Happy July Anniversaries 

Theresa and Mark Voyk, 7/14 
 

Thank you for joining us for our Sunrise Eucharist, 
and now please join us for pancake breakfast 

 

We are gathering today at 
McKinley Park for a spoken 
Sunrise Service and welcome 
everyone from Southwest 
Canton’s neighborhood. The 
park is the site of the oldest 
cemetery in Canton, making it 
an extra special sacred space. 
Everyone is welcome to come 
back with us now to St. Paul’s to enjoy a hearty pancake breakfast.  
 
St. Paul’s is one of the oldest churches in Canton, standing on the same corner of 
what is now Fifth Street and Cleveland Avenue SW since 1869. Our history 
includes early support for the labor movement, the first preschool in Canton and 
the first consignment shop specifically for women entering the workforce. Two of 
our most active ministries today are Courageous Conversations on Race Relations 
and HOT Lunch, the fourth Saturday of each month. 

We're part of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, the national Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion worldwide and embrace these messages of our broader 
church: “Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World” and “God Loves 
You. No Exceptions.” 
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