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Welcome to St. Paul’s 
Online and in-person services begin with music at 10:25 a.m. 

 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
425 Cleveland Ave SW 
Canton OH 44702 
(330) 455-0286 
 
Website: www.stpaulscanton.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscanton 
e-mail: stpaulsoffice@att.net  
We’re on YouTube: StPaulsCanton 

 
Trinity Sunday 
Celebrants: The Revs. Joe and Kay Ashby 
 
Readings and Psalm 

• Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
• Psalm 8 
• 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
• Matthew 28:16-20 

 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  
 
Prelude: Intrada (John Ireland) 

St. Paul’s Mission 
St. Paul’s is an exceptionally welcoming Episcopal community in downtown 
Canton, grounded in faith, and called by God’s Love to minister to the world. 

 
The mission of The Episcopal Church is “to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ.” In step with that mission, we follow Jesus into 
loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, with each other, and 
with the earth. 

“Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.” 
“God Loves You. No Exceptions.” 

about:blank
mailto:stpaulsoffice@att.net
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/ATrinity_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/ATrinity_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/ATrinity_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/ATrinity_RCL.html#gsp1
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The Word of God 
Please stand in body or spirit 

Entrance Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty (H 362) 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Gloria S280 
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the 
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and 
worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
 
The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 

A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
  6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 
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let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God 
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 
  14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them 
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
  20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27So God created humankind in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 
 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
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from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
  4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 8 
 

 1O Lord our Governor, * 
  how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
 2Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
  your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
 3You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
  to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
 4When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 5What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
  the son of man that you should seek him out? 
 6You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
  you adorn him with glory and honor; 
 7You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
  you put all things under his feet: 
 8All sheep and oxen, * 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 9The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
  and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
 10O Lord our Governor, * 
  how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

A Reading from Paul’s second letter to the Church in Corinth. 
 
11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree 
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet 
one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 
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Sequence Hymn: O Trinity of Blessed Light (Bromley) (H28) 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Celebrant 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon: The Rev. Kay Ashby 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 
 
The Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please remain standing 
Prayers of the People 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”  
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found 
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Anne, our own Bishop, for Joe and Kay, our clergy, 
for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and 
that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among 
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity 
and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm; and for all whom we have injured or 
offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

For all the sick especially Tom Lilly, Johanna Middleton, Viola Sullins, Linda Fogle, 
Peter Dench, Cara Warren, Alice Bolam, Molly and Nathan Weisel, Andrea, Marilyn 
Dickinson, Ed Denning, Doug Geissinger, Jackson, Gary, Richard Green, John Titmas, 
Holly Hillen, Bob Reiner, Frances Beacon, Vicki Simpkins, Brinley Wyczalek, Ronnie 
Long, and Bob Fernandez, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
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For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and 
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray 
to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy 
 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, especially Robert Thornton, and 
those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in 
that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, 
and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 
 
We pray together now the Discernment Prayer for St. Paul’s 
O Lord our God, 
May we, the parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, embrace your commandment of 
loving our neighbors as you have loved us while we discern who we are and how best to 
serve you. 
We ask that you quiet our souls, so we may listen to you. 
We ask that you grant us wisdom as we seek new leadership. 
And lastly, we ask for the courage to follow wherever you lead us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Celebrant For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Church Announcements 
 

 
Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence (Psalm 50:14) 
The Celebrant says 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: First Cherubic Hymn (Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky) 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord, in Trinity of 
Persons and in Unity of Being: and we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, O 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
♪♪♪ 
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Sanctus S125 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” ♪ 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” ♪ 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread (S 152) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Spiritual Communion 
 

Celebrant Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online 
and receiving communion spiritually. 
 

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
altogether in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to 
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come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word 
and Spirit. Amen. 
 
***Note to the congregation: Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell the clergy if 
you need gluten-free bread. If you come to the communion station for a blessing instead, please cross 
your arms on your chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please contact the priests of St. Paul’s. 
 

POST COMMUNION HYMN: Let all things now living (The Ash 
Grove) (VF 107) 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
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with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN: Holy God we praise Thy Name (Grosser Gott) 
(H 366) 
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Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

Postlude: Hymn Improvisation on Grosser Gott (Grayston Ives) 
 
TODAY’S SERVERS: 
Celebrants: The Revs. Kay and Joe Ashby 
Parish musician: Edward Grimes 
Greeters: David Lewis and Paula Hampton 
Crucifer: Douglas Colmery 
Eucharistic Minister: Demetrius Carrothers 
Video: David Lewis 
Lector: M.L. Schultze 
Altar Guild: Shirley Brown and Peggy Neidig 
Counters: M.L. Schultze and David Rotthoff 
 

 
Parish News 

Happy May Birthdays 
Karen Swope, May 15 

 Frances Beacon, May 22 
 Rachel Valentine, May 24 
 Ainsley Marcum, May 29

 

People:           Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!  
 

A prayer for peace 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread 
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the 
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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Happy May Anniversaries 
Wendy & Roger Gray, May 5 

Donald & Mary Lou Stauffer, May 24  
Jason & Nicole Marcum, May 29 

 Richard & Dorothy Oloya, May 29 
 
 

HOT needs you 
The parish’s oldest ongoing ministry, HOT Lunch, needs more volunteers. 

The last Saturday of each 
month, we prepare and 
share a HOT meal with our 
neighbors. It’s a chance for 
us to get to know Canton a 
little better, but also to enjoy 
each other and volunteers 
from St. Mark’s and other 
groups in the city. The day 
usually begins at about 9 
a.m. and we’re finished by 
1:30 p.m. and people 
volunteer to help with some 
or all of the preparing, 

cooking, serving and cleaning up. You are very much needed! We’ll be 
meeting after service on Sunday June 14 to share more about the mission 
and the fun.  

 
 

Consider the discretionary fund 
St. Paul’s is a downtown church, so we see more clearly than many the impact of 
poverty on our community. Some of our neighbors approach us directly, asking 
for cash. 
The decision is, of course, your own, but St. Paul’s has another option to help: 
our discretionary fund. Through this fund, we’ve purchased grocery gift cards and 
bus passes, shoes and personal care items. We also have an application 
process for emergency requests for help with items such as utility bills.  
The fund was created by and is sustained by all of you. Each first Sunday, any 
loose plate collections go into the fund, and you can contribute specifically to it 
any time. We also direct bank interest to the account at the end of the year.  
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If you are approached for money, you can refer the person to the senior warden, 
M.L. Schultze, to assist through the fund. And if you have any questions about it, 
please ask any Vestry member.  
 
 

Enjoy two weekends this June 
Once again, St. Paul’s and Courageous Conversations will be participating in two 
important and fun events in Canton: Stark Pride and the Juneteenth festivals. 
The Pride festival will 
celebrate the LGBTQ+ 
community in Stark 
County downtown at 
Centennial Plaza on 
June 13th. The day 
includes music, food, 
marches and other 
events. 
Juneteenth marks the 
day Union troops arrived 
in Galveston, Texas, on 
June 19, 1865, to ensure 
all enslaved people were 
freed. Canton’s two-day 
festival is in Nimisilla 
Park on June 20th and 21st. 
Please be a part of either or both events!  

Also, this year, there’s an 
additional evening of celebration 
as the Stark County Black 
History Museum debuts its 
exhibition “A Legacy Revived: 
Exploring Stark County’s Rich 
Black History” at the McKinley 
Presidential Library beginning at 
6 p.m. June 19th. The free 
exhibit previews the full opening 
of the new museum at the 
presidential library next 
February and will include food 
trucks and dancers from the 
Ivory Coast.  


